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U.N. affirms Palestinians 
right to self-determination 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The U.N. Genera] Assembly 
voted 160-2 Friday to reaffirm the right of the Palestinians 
to self-determination, with only Israel and the United 
Slates casting negative votes. Norway, which facilitated 
Lhe Oslo accords, abstained along with five other coun- 
tries: Georgia, the Dominican Republic, the Marshall 
Islands, Micronesia and Uruguay. But the rest of the Euro- 
pean Union, Russia, Japan and China were among those 
supporting the non-binding resolution. Earlier this" week, 
lhe EU helped derail a resolution sponsored by Arab and 
Muslim stares to upgrade the status of the Palestinian 
observer mission to die United Nations. Israel and the U.S. 
strongly opposed the measure. The Europeans proposed 
instead that Secretary-General Kofi Annan study the idea, 
a move which would have effectively killed it. 
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King receives Benny Hen 

AMMAN (Petra.) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sat- 
urday received at the Royal Court American preacher of 
Palestinian origin Benny Hen. who is currently on a visit 
to Jordan. Mr. Hen expressed appreciation for King Hus- 
sein’s efforts to attain peace in the Middle East region. 
Mr. Hen will pay a visit to Dar AJ Bir to acquaint him- 
self with Jordan's efforts in the humanitarian and social 
fields. Mr. Hen donated SI 00.000 for the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation. Attending the audience was Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh and Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Aqel Biltaji. 
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King says Jordan faces most difficult circumstances, 
asks parliamentarians to face upcoming challenges 

Parliament pledges to execute King’s 
directives hand-in-hand with Cabinet 


‘If we go back to U.N. resolutions on partitioning of 
Palestine, the city should have been internationalised’ 


New Cabinet 
could include 
Members of 
Parliament 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday said Jordan is now 
facing the most difficult cir- 
cumstances in its history, 
warning that the challenge is 
great and so is die task. 

“Let us hope dial we will 
rise to the level of con- 
fronting the challenges and 
shouldering our responsibili- 
ties," King Hussein said at a 
lunch he hosted for die sena- 
tors and Lower House 
deputies. 

He told his audience that 
the government plans jo sub- 
mit to the Parliament a draft 
of the elections law which 
would cater to the require- 
ments of the modern age and 
ensures equality for all Jor- 
danians in the coming elec- 
tions. 


He said that the govern- 
ment has also to address 
other issues so that Jordan 
can attain its aspirations of 
enhancing the democratic 
march and in involving all 
citizens in the decision-mak- 
ing process. 

“A single person or group 
cannot shoulder the respon- 
sibilities on their own but 
collectively they can do it,” 


progress. 

“We have to learn from our 
experiences and mistakes, 
and we have to create ideas 
and we have to have political 
parties emanating from Jor- 
dan and seeking to serve its 
national interests and not 
individuals because, they 
will end in failure. This had 
happened in the past and will 
continue to happen until our 


4 When we say... in Jerusalem, we mean we 
do not accept... a Jerusalem on another site ’ 


[said the King. 

‘“We have to start with our- 
belves through our actions. 


methods of work change. We] 
must propose ideas based on 
studies and convictions.' 


our - work, our shouldering — King Hussein pointed out 


the responsibilities. This 
should help us build our 
power and to serve as a 
source of power for our Arab 
and Islamic Nation," said the 
King- 

Referring to the political 
parties law, the King said 
that too many political par- 
ties in the arena obstruct 


Referring to the prospect 
of forming a new govern- 
ment. he said: “The new 
government could include 
technocrats, or could involve 
a number of deputies and 
senators as well, but we have 
not yet reached a final deci- 
sion until now. However. I 
believe that everyone of you 


is no less important than a 
minister and therefore I 
intend to give my ideas to 
the government after we 
have ensured that we are giv- 
ing equality to all." 

Referring to the question 
of professional unions in 
Jordan, the King said that 
this question will be pul 
before Parliament for discus- 
sion. 

“If we neglect our duty and 
shift our attention to politics 
or towards marginalising the 
role of Parliament, this in 
fact will be unacceptable 
because it does not lead to 
any result." warned the King. 

King Hussein said that 
though the professionals 
working for the government 
have a duty towards their 
unions, they also have to 
respect the rules of their own 
departments and they should 
be accountable for their 
work to the government 
“This question is also 

I Continued on page 7) 


Jordan will not forgive those who 
spill its citizens’ blood — Monarch 

Iraq agrees to free 140 Jordanian prisoners, reduce death 
sentence on man charged with smuggling — Minister 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
said that the Kingdom will 
not forgive or show leniency 
with any party that spills the 
blood of Jordanians and 
emphasised that Jordan will 
defend the lives of its citi- 
zens. 

Referring to the execution 
of four Jor danians in Iraq on 
Monday, the King said that 
Ik does not care if such criti- 
cism angers the Iraqi leader- 
ship or causes them to react 
by cutting the supply of oil to 
Jordan. 

“Jordanian blood is not 
cheap and we will not forgive 
any party that considers it 
cheap or spills it.” the King 
said in a speech to Parlia- 
ment members at the Royal 
Court 

“Maybe these words bring 
us new troubles. If somebody 
decides to cut the oil supply, 
we will tell them that we do 
not care, we will bring it 
from other sources,” the 


King said. 

“They cut the oil supply in 
L958 and after that, but we 
do not live by this oiL” the 
King said in his speech. 

The King was referring to 
the situation that followed 
the Iraqi army coup in 1958 
against King Faisal that 
ended the Hashemite Union 
between the two countries. 

Jordan imports more than 
75,000 barrels of crude oil 
from Iraq daily. 

The King’s speech is con- 
sidered the harshest attack 
a gains t Iraq following the 
execution of the four Jorda- 
nians on charges of smug- 
gling car spare parts. 

“We pray to God to enable 
us to help end the suffering 
of Iraqis, to restore [Iraq's] 
dignity and humanity... and 
may God end their torture 
whether it comes from out- 
side or from parties that 
deprived it from everything " 
the King added 

The King's words came 
ami d news reports that Iraq 
has agreed to release 140 Jor- 
danian detainees from its 


jails. 

Minister of Interior Naihir 
Rashid told reporters Satur- 
day that “high level” contacts 
between the two countries 
resulted in securing an Iraqi 
pledge to commute the death 
sentence on another Jordan- 
ian citizen charged with 
smuggling car spare parts. 


‘We pray to 
God to enable 
us to help end 
the suffering 
of Iraqis' 


‘ToUowms high level con- 
tacts between the two coun- 
tries. Iraq agreed to release 
140 detainees and also to 
commute the death sentence 
of a Jordanian who was sen- 
tenced to death.” the minister 
said 


Iraqi Ambassador to 
Amman Nouri AJ Weiss con- 
firmed the news that his gov- 
ernment was reducing the 
senrence of Ammar Ghaleb 
Shih abed dine. 

“Contacts are going on 
between the two countries 
and I am optimistic that the 
death sentence will be 
reduced and you can assure 
his family of this,” Mr. Al 
Weiss told the Jordan Times. 

The ambassador said that 
he has no “confirmed" infor- 
mation that his government 
will release a group of Jor- 
danian prisoners. 

“May be there are contacts 
between the Jordanian Interi- 
or Ministry, through their 
representative in Baghdad 
with Iraqi officials ro seek 
the release of Jordanian pris- 
oners but as far as I am con- 
cerned I have no information 
on this issue" Mr. Al Weiss 
said. 

The ambassador ruled out 


I Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Parlia- 
ment on Saturday pledged 
to execute His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives 
included in his Speech from 
the Throne at the opening 
of the House on Nov. 25 
concerning domestic and 
external affairs. The two 
Houses voiced absolute 
support for the King’s 
efforts to achieve a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace 
and to help the Palestinians 
establish their independent 
state on their national soil 
with its capital in 
Jerusalem. 

Both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, the Lower House and 
the Senate, expressed com- 
mitment to work hand-in- 
hand with the government 
in the enactment of laws, in 
dealing with corruption and 
in improving the perfor- 
mance of public adminis- 
tration. 

“We share Your Majesty's 
views about the importance 
of cooperation between the 
legislative, executive and 
judicial authorities and we 
are determined to enhance 
the process of democracy, 
political pluralism and 
respect of human rights," 



King Hussein, sitting with the Holy Koran on his right, listening to both Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament's replies to the Speech from the Throne, at the Royal 
Palace on Saturday. The Parliament accused the government of Israel of placing 
obstacles in the face of peace for not Implementing international obligations (Photo 
by Yousef Allan) 


Lower House Speaker 
Sa'ad Havel Srour said at 
the Royal Court in front of 
the King. HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Prime 
Minister, Cabinet members 


and House members. 

“We assure Your Majesty 
that the House will address 
issues of public concern 
like corruption, 

favouritism, routine and 


laxity in civil administra- 
tion and to help enhance the 
society’s production and 
achieve prosperity." said 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan wants ties with Iran based on respect, 
dialogue amongst nations — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has said that 
Jordan wants its relations 
with Iran to be based on 
mutual respect and contin- 
ued dialogue within a wider 
Muslim and Arab frame- 
work. 

“We look for normal and 
healthy relations with our 
Arab and Muslim neigh- 
bours. and Iran’s role in this 
region is very significant" 
the Crown Prince said in a 
wide-ranging interview with 
the London-based Al Hayat. 

“Our relations should be 
based on mutual respect and 
on exploring facts closely in 
order to understand each 
other. We cannot judge each 
other through the media," he 
added in the interview that 
appears in Al Hayat and the 
Jordanian dailies today. 

“What we expect from our 
bilateral relations is an 
agreement on a method for 
work.” the Prince said. “If 
our mutual interests require 
suspending links with Israel 
— though these links are 


almost frozen in many fields 
— what is required, is to 
define a clear strategy" for 
that purpose, he said. 

“Is there an Arab-Islaraie 
strategy for war or peace? 
What is our political per- 
spective towards peace-lov- 
ing peoples and govern- 
ments? How do we view the 
political stage beyond the 
present Israeli government? 
What is our political con- 
cept towards mass destruc- 
tion weapons in this 
region?” Prince Hassan 
asked 

“There are real issues that 
require a resumption of 
close consultation and inten- 


sive personal and direct con- 
tacts. It is fortunate that the 
Islamic conference was held 
in Tehran so that we can 
resume talks with Iranian 
officials after a break of 
almost 20 years." 

Concerning the peace 
process, the Crown Prince 
said that each country 
should respect the other's 
stand Syria, he said, has 
finalised all the stages of 
negotiations with Israel dur- 
ing the reign of the late 
Yitzhak Rabin and only 
security mailers were left. 
Syria, he said was ready to 
resume the talks from the 
point where they slopped 


“At the same time Syria 
has been demanding that we 
suspend our links with Israel 
although the option of mak- 
ing peace with Israel is a 
strategic Arab option." 

Prince Hassan noted that 
Iran wifi chair the Islamic 
conference for the coming 
three years, and that the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) is in need 
of revival and a comprehen- 
sive and clear vision to 
achieve integration among 
Muslims. 

Jordan. Prince Hassan 
said is open to close 

(Continued on page 7) 


OIC summit opens new chapter 
in Iranian- Jordanian relations 


By AJLia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s dele- 
gation to the Islamic Sum- 
mit in Iran has returned 
home with many “tangible 
results” that are expected to 
gradually ease the strain in 
Amman's ties with Tehran, 
officials and analyst said 
on Saturday. 

They said the warm Iran- 
ian reception accorded to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on the first 
such high-level visit to Iran 
since the Islamist revolu- 
tion in 1979, reflected 
Tehran’s willingness to 
mend fences with the King- 
dom. 


Wanning of ties was also 
evident in~"the spirit of the 
final communique which 
had many points that were 
expressed in the Crown 
Prince’s speech," Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
told the Jordan Times on 
Saturday. 

According to another 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


official requesting 

anonymity, further proof of 
Iran's efforts at improving 
relations with Amman, was 
the final communique’s 
recognition of Jordan s role 
in preserving holy Muslim 
shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem — long a sour 
point in Jordan's ties with 


Saudi Arabia and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Tehran's decision to free 
two Jordanian prisoners of 
war (PoW). and its accep- 
tance of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s imitation 

extended to Iran's supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President 
Mohammad Khatami, to 
pay an official visit ro 
Amman, are further testi- 
mony of the desire to 
strengthen bilateral ties, 
officials said. 

Iranian foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi will also be 


(Continued on page 7) 


Cabinet expected to win 
House confidence after 
scrutiny on draft laws 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputies in 

the newly -elected Lower 

House are expected to 
scrutinise the government 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salaam Majali before 
granting ii a vote of confi- 
dence later this week, offi- 
cials and analysts said on 
Saturday. 

The Cabinet adopted His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
Speech from the Throne, 
which inaugurated the 1 3th 
Parliament on Nov. 29, as 
its policy statement 


At least 55 of the SO 
deputies in the chamber, 
elected on Nov. 4. are 
expected to vote in favour 
of Dr. Majali ’s team but 
after pressing him on key 
popular concerns raised by 
draft laws covering politi- 
cal parties, professional 
associations and press free- 
doms, they added. 

“I believe the government 
will face heterogeneous 
opposition from different 
currents, but I also believe 
that at the end of the dis- 
cussion the cabinet will 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Turkey dismisses Islamic criticism 
on Iraq incursion, ties with Israel 


ANKARA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel on 
Saturday dismissed criticism 
by Islamic countries on 
Turkey’s army incursions 
into Iraq, saying Ankara 
does not have an eye on Iraqi 
territory. 

Mr. Demirel also told 
reporters here that Turkey's 
move to boost military coop- 
eration with Israel was "its 
own business" and did not 
harm any third parties. 

The 55-nation Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), at a leaders 
meeting in Tehran earlier 
this week, denounced 
Turkey for its military ties 
with the Jewish state and 
urged Ankara to withdraw its 
troops from neighbouring 
northern Iraq. 

Mr. Demirel, who repre- 
sented Turkey at the summit, 
cut his visit short and 


returned home on Tuesday 
instead of Wednesday in 
response to the criticisms, 
according to analysts. 

The Turkish army has been 
conducting frequent incur- 
sions into northern Iraq to 
fight separatist Turkish 
Kurds based there, and its 
troops fought the rebel Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) in 
the area as late as this week. 

But Mr. Demirel said: 
“Had Turkey had the slight- 
est intention to occupy Iraqi 
land, we would have done so 
in the past." adding Ankara 
respects Iraq’s territorial 
integrity and that its troops 
are there only temporarily. 

“Turkey is not trying to 
gain Iraqi land, we are only 
fighting terrorists there to 
prevent them from attacking 
Turkish targets.” he said. 

Ankara complains that the 
PKK uses northern Iraq as a 


rear base to stage attacks 
inside Turkey. 

More than 27.000 people 
have been killed in PKK- 
related violence in Turkey's 
southeast since 1984 when 
the rebels launched their 
armed campaign for a Kur- 
dish homeland. 

The OIC summit also coin- 
cided with a visit by Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai to Turkey that 
fuelled Islamic anger on 
Ankara’s recently boosted 
ties with the Jewish state. 

"With whom Turkey will 
cooperate is our own busi- 
ness. In addition, this kind of 
a relationship is not aimed at 
hurting any third party,” Mr. 
Demirel said. 

Turkey. Israel and the 
United Slates are due to hold 
joint naval manoeuvres in 
the eastern Mediterranean in 
die second week, of January 


despite protests by several 
Arab countries and Iran. 

Another senior Turkish 
official also said Saturday 
that Ankara would not aban- 
don military ties with Israel 
and will continue its opera- 
tion against the PKK in 
northern Iraq despite resolu- 
tions critical of Turkey at the 
Islamic summit. 

“We are going to continue 
military cooperation with 
Israel despite the OIC reso- 
lutions," state minister for 
relations with the Middle 
East countries, Ahad Andi- 
can. said in an interview with 
Saudi newspaper Sharq 
AwsaL 

Turkey last year boosted 
cooperation with Israel, 
signing two defence accords 
under which Israeli pilots 
conduct training flights in 
Turkish airspace. 
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‘Black September’ man killed in Lebanon 

SIDON (AFP) — A Syrian member of the Palestinian Black 
September group hostile to Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat was killed on Saturday in a refugee camp in south 
Lebanon, police said. The bullet-riddled body of Mahmoud 
Mucran Jreidi, 36, was found at dawn on the edge of die Ain 
Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp on die outskirts of Si don. 
die police said. Jreidi was a senior member of die Black Sep- 
tember movement, which broke away from Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh faction in 1993 to protest at the signing of the Israeli- 
Palestinian accords, according to Fateh dissident Munir Maq- 
dah. fri a statement, Mr. Maqdah accused “agents paid by 
Mossad” of assassinating Jreidi who commanded a Black 
September reconnaissance unit. 

Saudi diplomat murdered in Kazakhstan 

ALMATY (R) — A Saudi diplomat has been murdered in his 
apartment in Kazakhstan having been stabbed 13 times in the 
head and stomach, police said on Saturday. Police said they 
were making every effort in the murder hunt in the resource- 
rich former Soviet Republic, but the motive for the killing 
was not immediately clear. “The second secretary at the 
embassy of Saudi Arabia was found dead in the flat he bad 
been renting in central Almaty... on December 10,” a police 
spokeswoman told Reuters, confirming a report in an Arab 
newspaper. She said that Ahmad Ouda Sawi had been 
stabbed 1 3 times in the head and stomach, probably earlier on 
Wednesday. "We presume the murder was committed earlier 
on December 10. Neighbours heard noises and strange cries 
from the diplomat's flat for at least half an hour but none of 
them rushed to call the police ” the spokeswoman said "An 
investigation, under the personal command of Almaty's 
senior police officials, is under way." 

Millions of dollars lost in Cairo traffic jams 

CAIRO (AFP) — Traffic jams in Cairo are to blame for res- 
idents losing 10 million working hours every day, or $5.3 
million a year, a newspaper reported Saturday. “Cairo's road 
network can handle at most 500.000 vehicles daily, but two 
million cars are on the roads every day,” A1 Jumhuriya said. 
“This chronic crisis is caused by the continual increase in the 
number of cars without an accompanying increase in the 
number of roads or enlarging them." A1 Jumhuriya said, cit- 
ing a study by the authorities. According to Cairo authorities. 
48.000 minibuses used as shared taxis plied the city's roads 
in 1997 compared to 10.000 a decade ago, the paper said. 

Aoun blames interview cancellation on Syria 

BEIRUT (APT) — Former Lebanese prime minister Michel 
Aoun said Lebanon barred a private television station from air- 
ing an interview with him because he opposes Syrian hege- 
mony in Lebanon. “My position on Syria is the reason for die 
ban on broadcasting the interview." General Aoun said in 
remarks published Saturday in A1 Nahar newspaper. “The Syr- 
ian decision is the only valid one in Lebanon, where the lead- 
ers are only intermediaries," Ik said. The Lebanese authorities 
prohibited the private MTV television station from transmit- 
ting an interview with Gen. Aoun live Sunday from Paris. 


Iraqi paper presents 
demands to Butler 


PFLP ANNIVERSARY: Members or the Popular Front Tor Liberation of Palestine {PFLP1 march during a rally. 
Saturday, in the autonomous West Bank town of Hebron. The PFLP, a left-wing PLO faction opposed to auton- 
omy agreements with IsraeL, held demonstrations in the Palestinian territories to mark 30 years since its foun- 
dation on December 11, 1967, by Syrian-based George Habbush (in picture). Marchers in background cany a 
poster of Argentinian-born revolutionary Che Gueverra (AFP photo) 


Attackers kill five bakers in Algeria — paper 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper on Saturday pre- 
sented a list of demands to vis- 
iting chief U.N. arms inspec- 
tor Richard Butler including 
respect for Iraq’s sovereignty, 
security and dignity and end- 
ing the “deliberately pro- 
longed work" of UN. inspec- 
tors. 

The government newspaper 
A1 Jumhouriya also wanted a 
“balanced composition” for 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in chaige of dis- 
mantling Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, which is 
chaired by Mr. Butler. 

The paper called for Mr. 
Butler to substitute the U.S. 
U-2 spy plane with another 
aircraft from a country “which 
is not hostile to Iraq." 

‘The Special Commission 
should respect [Iraq’s] sover- 
eignty and national security,” 
the paper said. “An end 
should be put to the deliber- 
ately prolonged work of the 
Special Commission." 

“If Butler wants his mission 
to be successful., be should 
deal with these demands posi- 
tively," the paper said in a 
commentary. 

Mr. Butler arrived in Bagh- 
dad on Friday to try to end a 
crisis over access to Iraqi 
“presidential sites" which 
Baghdad has declared off-lim- 
its to his inspectors because 
they are symbols of Iraq’s 


sovereignty and dignity. 

“What the [U.N. Security] 
Council has compelled me to 
do is to discuss the question of 
access... UNSCOM must be 
allowed to go anywhere and 
see any document or inter- 
view any person.” Ml Butler 
told a Baghdad news confer- 
ence. 

A] Jumhouriya in a front- 
page editorial warned Mr. 
Butler that he should be “care- 
ful when he deals with sover- 
eignty. which is a red line for 
Iraq.” 

The most influential Iraqi 
newspaper Babel again called 
Mr. Butler a “mad dog" and 
said his mission was doomed. 

“The mad dog Butler is in 
Iraq in a mission which is 
already deemed a failure," 
Babel, owned by President 
Saddam Hussein's son Uday. 
said in one of its headlines. 

Jumhouriya said Iraq’s 
nuclear, missile and chemical 
weapons files should be 
closed because they were 
“achieved." 

“I cannot report today that 
the missile, chemical or bio- 
logical baskets are empty," 
Mr. Butler said. 

The paper accused Butler of 
following American policy 
against Iraq. 

“You have been repealing 
without any reservation 
America's charges and lies 
[against Iraq],” it said 


PARIS (R) — Attackers 
armed with swords and axes 
killed five bakers in their shop 
south of Algiers, an Algerian 
newspaper said on Saturday. 

The attackers killed the five 
at their bakery in Ferraukha 
near the garrison town of 
Blida, 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers on Friday. A1 Watan 
reported 

Local government militia- 
men, alerted by the cries of the 
victims’ relatives, went to the 
scene but the attackers had 
already fled it said. 

No one claimed responsibil- 
ity for the killing, the latest in 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
authorities killed two suspect- 
ed Islamists and arrested 1 1 
others in three separate raids 
on Friday, security sources 
said on Saturday. 

They said a policeman was 
also killed when gunmen hid- 
ing in fields opened fire on a 
police car in the village of El 
Maghala in Minya province, 
240 kilometres south of Cairo. 

Police returned fire, killing 
suspected militant Homed 
Gala! Abul EIu, the sources 


a series of massacres of civil- 
ians in Blida province. 

The newspaper also reported 
that Islamist rebels using 
home-made mortars shelled 
the southern town of Djelfa, 
but no one was hurt. 

In Algiers, bomb disposal 
experts on Wednesday 
defused a booby-trapped car 
which had been set to explode 
in the Belcourt district, Al 
Watan said. Over 30 people 
have been killed in bomb 
attacks in the area this year. 

Al Watan, usually well- 
informed about security mat- 
ten;, reported that about 25 


said. Two civilian passers-by 
were wounded in the shoot- 
ing. they added. 

In another raid, police killed 
suspected militant Munir 
Mustafa Abdul Hafez in the 
provincial capital of Tama, 
some 100 kilometres north of 
Cairo, the sources said. Hafez 
was sentenced to death in 
absentia in 1996 for killing a 
senior police officer. 

Police also arrested 10 of 
his followers, the sources 
said. 


rebels from the western region 
of Oran had infiltrated Algiers. 
It said the group was led by 
Hassaim Omar, leader of the 
Aimed Islamic Group (GIA). 

The authorities have offered 
a reward of $17,500 for infor- 
mation leading to the capture 
or death of Omar. 

The government has blamed 
lire GIA for massacres of civil- 
ians and bomb attacks in main 
cities. 

Le Matin newspaper report- 
ed on Saturday that members 
of the outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) were making 
a strong effort to recruit sup- 


in a third police raid, sus- 
pected militant, Hussein 
Abdullah Abdul Malek. was 
arrested in the northern city of 
Amreya Malek was sen- 
tenced in absentia to 15 years 
in jail for breaking into a gold 
shop in 1991. 

Security officials believe all 
those killed and arrested were 
members of Egypt's largest 
Islamist organisation, the 
Gamaa Islamiyah (Islamic 
Group). 

The Gamaa claimed respon- 


po tiers and raise money at ik 
country's 10,000 mosques. 

“This return in force by fun- 
damentalist militants a 
mosques in Algiers and main 
cities frightened many people 
who fear a repeal of a dart: 
period." it said. 

The RS emerged as the 
main opposition force in the 
1990s. building support a 
mosques in poor districts in 
the main cities. 

Algeria plunged into vio- 
lence in early 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a gened 
election in which RS had 
taken a commanding lead. 


sibility for the massacre of58 
foreign tourists and four 
Egyptians in the southern 
resort of Luxor last month. 

The mass killing was thf 
group's deadliest attack since 
it launched u campaign in 
1992 to overthrow Presided 
Hosni Mubarak's govemmea 
and install a strict IslambE 
stale. 

About 1 .200 people, mostly j 
policemen and militants, hay ; 
been killed in political vio*: 
lence in Egypt since 1992. j 


Egyptian police kill, arrest suspected militants 


Lebanese general helped militiamen kill prime minister, court told 


BEIRUT, (AP) — A 
Lebanese general colluded 
with right-wing militiamen 
in the I9S7 assassination of 
Prime Minister Rashid Kara- 
mi, a court heard Friday. 

Brig. Gen. Khalil Matarled 
Christian militiamen to the 
military helicopter which 
was due to fly the Muslim 
prime minister from the 
northern port of Tripoli to the 
capital Beirut, according to 


documents read in court by 
Justice Munir Honein, the 
head of the five-person judi- 
cial council. 

Gen. Matar, wearing his 
uniform, said nothing as Mr. 
Honein read out the general’s 
confession in the country's 
highest trial court. 

Gen. Matar is being tried 
with former Christian war- 
lord Samir Geagea and 14 
other defendants for the 


assassination of Karami. who 
was lulled when his heli- 
copter exploded during the 
Tripoli-Beirul flight on June 
I. 1987. 

Only Dr. Gcagea. Gen. 
Matar and three others 
appeared in court Friday. The 
11 others are fugitive; and 
are being tried in absentia. 

The confession said Gen. 
Matar, who commanded an 
army base in the Christian 


heartland north of Beirut, 
was recruited as an informer 
by Geagca's security chief, 
Ghassan Touma and was 
being paid $2,000 a month at 
the time of the assassination. 

Gen. Malar had access to 
communications among 
pilots and knew which heli- 
copter would cany Karami. 

The confession said that 
Gen. Matar wanted the assas- 
sination to undermine his 


rivals in army intelligence. 

In a separate confession, 
the accused militiaman 
Antoine Shediak told the 
court that Gen. Matar identi- 
fied Karami's helicopter to 
the persons who planted a 
bomb on it. 

Asked if Touma could have 
acted without Dr. Geagca’s 
consent, Gen. Matar said in 
the confession: “As far as I 
know. Ghassan Touma can- 


not cany out an operation 
this size without Df 
Geagea's approval.” 

Touma is one of the defen- 
dants being tried in abseniu 
He is believed to be in (b- 1 
United Stales. 

Dr. Geagea is already serv- 
ing three life terms for mur- 
dering two rival Christum 
politicians and attempting t* 1 
kill a third. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


j 14:10 .The Pink Panther 

1 14 JO Jonny Quest 

j 15:00 — Eneigy Express 

1 15 JO American Chart Show 

16 JO .Tarazan 

17:00 JYench Programmes 

19:00 -..News in French 

j 19 JO News Headlines 

19J5 Kate and Allie 

20:00 -Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

20 JO — Doc. — Renegade 

21:10 Renegade 

223)0 News in English 

22J0 North and South 

23:15 — The Jewel in the Crown 


I PRAYER TIMES 

1 05:00 - Fajr 

! 06 J3 ........... (Sunrise) Duha 

! 11J0 Dhuhr 

14:15 — ’Asr 

\ 16J8 - Maghreb 

1 18 : 00 ........... isha 


| CHURCHES 

I 

St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Ann uni cation 



Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tcl.865S97 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarenc TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteomlogy 
Sunny to partly cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures rising significantly and 
winds northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will he northerly 


moderate and seas calm. 


Mau/Max. temp. 

Amman. 06/16 

Aqaba.-.. 12/20 

Deserts -...04/17 

Jordan Valley —..13/21 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqaba 18 Humidity 
readings: Amman 79 per cent. 
Aqaba 65 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. KhafilAlTushiq 757253 

Dr. WafiqQaddnmJ 893542 

Dr. Naster Ibrahim 830432 

Dr. Bahjat Bader —832642 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy — — 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy .847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy . — - — ..(*— ■) 
ZARQA: 


Dn WaDd Nabban .995743 

Khali fch pharmacy 9854 1 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.. ..6371 1 1 

Gs&Dc&noe Department £61111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..—.. 1 99 
Rescue Pb&t_ 192. 6211 1 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. — 775121 

Highway Police, S43402 

Traffic Police..^ -.896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Corr^iaimj. - 605800 

Price Complaints -....661 1 76 

Sewn^Cbmpbre, -£47467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
1 .787111 

Telephone Information ^directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -.,..-,.....,,..010230 
Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ...623101 

AMali TeL Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...7741 1 1 

Water Authority .6801(10 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co ....636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Aha ImL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381 .V32 

Kholidi Maternity, 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. -642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas.J. Amman —..636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .MAI 3 1 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital „..667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali .....666126/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. — 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital ......674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart ami 

Special Sutgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

L 109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
......... (09^90990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bttsma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital 


(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(0313 14111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is SUftpHed by 
Royal Jonhmitui (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
InrcmatitHud Airport Tel. 
m5S2(Xl-5. where it shmld 
always he wrified. Information on 
other flights tv in he supplied on 
phone (Vi (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Mights 


W8:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

08 :2 5 Bombay (RJ) 

08 J5 Jeddah (RJ ) 

99:15 Dhnhran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Duhal Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 — - Beirut (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ i 

18:45 Paris. Brussels (Rjj 

,9:4 0 Romc(RJ) 

20:00 Frankfurt. Athens ( RJ) 

21J0 ................ Vienna (RJ) 


00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

00:15 Kuala Lumpur. Abu Dhabi 
(add) (RJ) 

00:45 Jcddahfaddi iRJ) 


Other Flights 

03-2S Rome f AZ| 

10:09 - - Sanaa (1Y) 

0:00 Riyadh (add) <SV) 

!2:25 - -Bahrain <GF) 

1-3:00 -....Moscow iSUi 

15:00 Doha fQR) 

17 ^5 Jeddah (SVi 

^0:00 -...Tel Aviv f LY ) 

20=10 -....Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Caho (MS) 

23-’ 10 Istanbul (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 — Aqaba i RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAiA)fRW) 

09 JO Amman ( Maria Airport) (RW) 

l 7 ^ 0 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman (QaIAHRW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22 JO Amman (MakaAixpnn)(R\V) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:20 Beirut (Rjj 

08:40 

•HIHhhIIhiiu, Frankfurt fRj) 


11:15. 

- RomclRJ 1 

11:30 

Tunis, Casablanca (Rl 1 

1 1 JO Amsterdam. New York i W' 

11 JO. 


12:15 


19:45 

lcddahla^W) , lti , 

20:10 

.Cairn titi! 

20:15 

New Delhi iRJ 1 

22 JO 

Jakarta BanckoklR- 1 ' 

23:00 

Jakarta tlti' 

23:00. 


00:45 


01:00 

Jediiahllti' 

01:45 


01:55 

Sanaatiti' 

Other Flights 

03:00 

Athens l03‘ 

04:20 

_Rcvne (A? 1 

06:15 

Beirut (ME 1 

06:40 


07:50. 

_ London iW' 

11:00 

Sanaa fF» 

13:15 

Dotal® 1 

14 JO. 


16:00 . 

.Doha (0^' 

19:15 

Jeddah iS vl 

21:20 


21:40 

Chili* (M 5 ' 

Roy al Wings (RW) ( 

Amman (MariuiAirpo n,t , ri 

08:15 .. 

. - Aqaba 1*"' 

09JO 

.... Amman (QAl A) 1 

16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) •R'' 1 

17=55 . 

Tel Aviv (™ 

20:30 . 

Amman (QAlA) 

21:50 

-..Aqaba 
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Princess Basma highlights need for 
qualified personnel in development 



HRH Princess Basma speaks at the opening session of a 
three-day workshop focusing on training personnel for 
work in development fields (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
princess Basma Sarurday 
opened a three-day work- 
shop on "strategic planning 
for training personnel to 
work in social develop- 
ment” by emphasising the 
need for qualified and 
trained cadres to carry out 
die work of development 
institutions. 

"Development institu- 
tions in Jordan still lack 
qualified personnel needed 
to promote the course of 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. This is partly 
because training for such 
endeavours is costly and 
requires huge Financial 
allocations that burden 
their budgets.” the Princess 
said at the meeting , which 
was attended by 50 partici- 
pants representing govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations con- 
cerned with social develop- 
ment affairs. 

Noting that trained and 
qualified personnel are 
essential in achieving the 
goals of social and eco- 
nomic development, the 
Princess said it was for this 
reason that the Queen Zein 
Sharaf Centre for Social 
Development was created. 

■'Training constitutes a 
basic element for the suc- 
cess of any institution, but 
especially for those organi- 
sations Concerned with 
development, since they 
deal with people,” she said. 

Princess Basma thanked 
the British International 
Development Department, 
the Universities of Birm- 
ingham and Swansea, and 
the British ambassador to 
Jordan for their support for 
the centre. 

Abdullah Abul Atta, the 
centre’s director, said the 
centre, which was estab- 
lished four years ago. has 
played a remarkable role in 
training women cadres to 
assume roles in social 
development. 


The training of personnel, 
which has been supported 
by British specialists, takes 
the political, social, and 
economic development 
needs of society into con- 
sideration. he said. 

Also Saturday, Princess 
Basma received a number 
of female representatives of 
non-governmental organi- 
sations to discuss a number 
of issues facing Jordanian 
women and to exchange 
views concerning their sta- 
tus. 

Among the topics dis- 
cussed at the meeting was 


the government’s plans to 
enact a new elections Jaw. 
The group underlined the 
need to assign a quota for 
women in Parliament, 
which they said should not 
be less than 20 per cent. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by Antal Sabbagh. sec- 
retary general of The Jor- 
danian National Committee 
for Women. Shadia Nuseir. 
Princess Basina's advisor 
on women's affairs, and 
Salwa Naser. coordinator 
for non-governmental 
organisations in the nation- 
al committee. 


Environmental project seeks to raise 
awareness, participation of youth 


By Nadia Mokhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A project enti- 
tled "Comprehensive Envi- 
ronmental Awareness Pro- 
gramme for School Chil- 
dren” was launched earlier 
this year to increase environ: 
mental knowledge among 
schoolchildren nationwide 
as pan of an overall cam- 
U paign to raise awareness in 
the community, according to 
Rana Naber, media commit- 
tee spokesperson at the 
Friends of die Environment 
(FOE) society. 

The project followed an 
agreement signed in August 
by FOE and the U. N. Devel- 
opment Project Global Envi- 
ronment Fund (GEF) and 
entails dealing with such 
topics as biodiversity, global 
warming, water, ozone 
depletion, and desertifica- 
tion, Ms. Naber said. 

The project has additional 
goals, including increasing 
the participation of the 
young generation in envi- 
ronmental projects, high- 
lighting GEF projects, and 
exposing students to the lat- 


est technology and informa- 
tion available through the 
Internet and computer-aided 
dialogue, she added. 

The activities to be carried 
out by the project will pro- 
vide practical, action-orient- 
ed, hands-on experience for 
students, Ms. Naber stated. 

The society will carry out 
all the organisation, admin- 
istration. and promotion, 
advise students, discuss and 
review the results of pro- 
jects, exchange of informa- 
tion between the students in 
Jordan and local and 

international experts, organ- 
ise field trips to GEF sites, 
and facilitate computer data 
input, she said. 

“The proposed visits to all 
GEF programmes in Jordan 
will be our primary objec- 
tive. These projects’ include 
desertification control, mon- 
itoring emissions along 

highways. biodiversity 
awareness campaigns, con- 
servation of the biodiversity 
of Petra, and coral reef reha- 
bilitation research and con- 
servation,” she said. 

Ms. Naber told the Jordan 
Tunes that the participants 


comprise students between 
the ages of 16-18 from over 
5.000 schools across the 
nation that have been nomi- 
nated by the Ministry of 
Education. 

"The creation of data base 
to strengthen the students’ 
experiences and technical 
skills on the use of comput- 
ers and networking in envi- 
ronmental issues is one of 
our major goals.” Ms. Naber 
said. 

All students, will have the 
chance to utilise software 
that will be created for this 
purpose, she added. 

The society will require 
funding to train teachers and 
students in the methods of 
conducting proper scientific 
studies, which involve data 
collection and the writing of 
technical proposals, she 
said. 

"We aim to strengthen the 
ties between non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
communities that have 
received GEF funding to 
increase the overall aware- 
ness of the world's environ- 
mental needs.” Ms. Naber 
concluded. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

* Annual Christmas bazaar, sponsored by Al 
Hussein Society for the Physically Handicapped, 
at the Amman Marriott Hotel on Tuesday, Dec. 16 
at 1030 am 

CONCERT 

* Classical .Arabic music by Iraqi band 
“Somer” at Darai Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 
7:00 pan. 

DIALOGUE 

* The Arab Renaissance Project’’ by Moroc- 
can intellectual and thinker Dr. Mohammad Al 
Jabiri with the participation of Dr. Ahmad Madi. 
Dr. Salih Abu Usba\ Dr. Hi sham Ghassib, and 
Ms. Mima Sbuqair al Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 pan. 

LECTURE 

* Baroque Music, Its Nature and Mode of 


Effect” by Von Helmut Burkard at the National 
Music Conservatory at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Ghada Dahdaleh at Baladna An 
Gallery. Gardens Sneer iTel. 5537598). until Dec. 
20 . 

* Photo exhibition by Edgardo Rodriguez enti- 
tled “Arab Presence in Cuban Architecture” at 
Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi a nisi Dhia Khaz- 
a’i at Hammurabi Art Gallery. Gardens Street 
(Tel. 5536098). until Dec. 18 

* Exhibition of prints by Algerian artist Koraishi 
and calligraphy by Iraqi anist Hassan MassoudL 
inspired by the poems of Mahmoud Darwish. at 
Darat Al Funun. Jabal Weibdeh. until Dec. 31. 
Also displaying paintings by Jordanian artist Nasr 
Abdul Aziz, and works by contemporary Arab 
artists. 

* “Journey Within” by Pakistani artist Gulgee 
and his son, sculptor Amin Gulgee. at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Ans (Tel. 6301 28). until 
Dec. 15. 


Higher education council approves application 
to establish American University of Amman 


AMMAN C.J.T.l — The 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion (CHE) Saturday 
announced its approval for 
the establishment of the 
American University of 
Amman, which is to be set 
up on 1,000 to 1.500 
dunums within the Greater 
Amman region. 

In a statement, the CHE 
said the university, which is 
under construction, should 
follow the guidelines 
applicable to other 
universities in Jordan. 

The decision was raken in 


view of the reported grow- 
ing demand for expanded 
higher educational oppor- 
tunities in the Middle East 
and on the condition that it 
be granted accreditation by 
the United States. 

The CHE had studied the 
application and the criteria 
as presented by the univer- 
sity's founding committee, 
chaired by Mohammad 
Adwan, before giving its 
consent, according to the 
statement. 

The American University 
in Amman will be estab- 


lished in four five-year 
plans, with each plan divid- 
ed into five stages. The first 
stage will formally begin 
after the finalisation of the 
necessary legal procedures, 
the committee noted. 

The founding committee 
said the first stage in the 
construction of the univer- 
sity. which entails civil 
work including the con- 
struction of the main facul- 
ties. the administration 
building, the services zone, 
libraries, and workshops, 
was e.xpecred to cost $100 


million. 

According to the state- 
ment. the founding com- 
mittee will build dormito- 
ries and commercial facili- 
ties at the site, as well as a 
Middle East centre for 
studies in .Arabic and other 
Semitic languages and an 
English language centre. 

The university will have 
its own hospital, a waste 
water treatment plant, and 
other essential services, the 
statement continued. 

The new university will 
maintain cultural links with 


a number of well-known 
American universities and 
will supply Jordan with 
skilled manpower capable 
of carrying out socio-eco- 
nomic development plans. 
It will also offer courses in 
rare specialisations needed 
in the local labour market, 
according to the commit- 
tee. 

The new university, 
which will be similar to the 
American universities in 
Beirut and Cairo, will 
enroll up to 5,000 students, 
the committee said. 


Police officer gives testimony in trial 
of Syrian accused of triple murder 


Court 
upholds 
man’s life 
sentence 
for murder 

By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation upheld a recent 
Criminal Court ruling sen- 
tencing a 21 -year-old man 
to life after lie was found 
guilty of murdering and 
burning his grandmother in 
the Jabal Qossour area last 
year. 

The convicted, identified 
only as F.M.. originally 
received the death sentence 
by the Criminal Court in 
May after he was found 
guilty of the premeditated 
murder of his 65-vear-old 
erandmother. Fidah. on 
Nov. 7, 1996. 

His sentence was com- 
muted by the same court 
because two of the victim’s 
daughters dropped the 
charges against the defen- 
dant. 

However, the Criminal 
Court prosecution appealed 
the ruling at the higher 
court and demanded the 
death penalty. 

In its ruling, the Court of 
Cassation stated that “since 
the convict's family 
dropped the charges 
against their son. be may 
benefit from a reduction in 
penalty.” 

"I am content with the 
higher court's ruling, and 1 
believe it was a just ver- 
dict,” Defence Attorney Ali 
Talafih told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet, the 
defendant plotted to kill his 
grandmother because “she 
constantly accused him of 
being a thief and a trouble 
maker, and be bought a 
knife for this purpose.” 

On the morning of the 
incident, the defendant 
monitored his grandmoth- 
er’s house, and when he 
made sure that she was 
alone, he went inside and 
stabbed her. 

The defendant then found 
a towel, wrapped it around 
the victim's neck, and 
strangled her. court tran- 
scripts said. 

He then placed paper on 
his grandmother’s stomach, 
lit iL and fled the house, the 
transcripr added. 

Accident 
in Irbid 
sends 5 
to hospital 

AMMAN (Petra’) — Five 
people were admitted to 
Rosary Hospital in Irbid 
after sustaining injuries 
and fractures in an acci- 
dent involving two vehi- 
cles. according to Civil 
Defence Department 
sources. 

The sources added that 
another accident took 
place in Yadoudeh. south 
of Amman, causing sever- 
al injuries and fractures to 
four people, who were 
reported to be in stable and 
fair condition. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Rejiorter 

AMMAN — A police offi- 
cer testifying in the trial of a 
3 5 -year-old man accused of 
killing a Syrian family in 
June 1997 told the Criminal 
Court Saturday that he had 
examined a bag that con- 
tained clothes belonging to 
one of the victims. 

Fateh Jlasi, a Syrian 
national, is charged with the 
murder of Jamai Abdo. 38. 
his wife Manal Othman, 35. 
and their child Khalid, 2. on 
June 17. 

Testifying for the prose- 
cution. Captain Maher 
Mohammad. 29. from the 


By Alia Shokri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
Telecommunications Regu- 
latory Commission (TRC) 
has announced plans to 
close down more than 176 
communication offices 
around the Kingdom by the 
start of 1998. 

According to TRC Gener- 
al Director Yousef Abu 
Jamous. communication 
offices offer services to the 
public in return for money 
without being licensed and 
are therefore “illegal.” He 
said they should be closed 
down at the end of the 60- 
day probation period grant- 
ed by the TRC on OcL 30 to 
all offices in order to amend 
their situation before the 
end of December 1997. 

“They are stealing from 
the government. Therefore, 
we must make sure they 
stop,” Mr. Abu Jamous said. 

He added chat the local 
coin-operated pay phones 
will also be discontinued 
since they are considered 
impractical and demand a 
higher charge per minute. 

There is also the problem 
of the availability of the 
phones, he added, which 
depends mainly on the pres- 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Islamic 
scholar has thrown a 
wrench into the works of 
plans by a private group of 
individuals to set up breast 
milk banks in Jordan along 
Western lines, telling them 
it would introduce incest 
into the community. 

Mahmoud Sartawi, head 
of the Shari’a (Islamic law) 
Faculty at the University of 
Jordan, said the proposed 
bank could only be allowed 
to operate under Islamic 
law if the source of the 
milk was known and did 
not get mixed with that 
from other donors. 

Breast milk banks, ftinc- 
tioning along the same 
lines as blood banks, are 
popular in Europe. They 
store breast milk donated 
by mothers free of charge 
to help infants who are 
sick, premature, or who 
cannot be breastfed by their 
mothers for different rea- 


Amman police department, 
said the clothes in the bag. 
which was found in a 
dumpster in Jabal Hussein, 
contained blood stains. 

“After Mr. Jlasi confessed 
to the triple murder, we col- 
lected the bag and found the 
child's pants and shin, 
which w'ere covered with 
blood stains." Capt. 
Mohammad said. 

Mr. Jlasi reportedly con- 
fessed to the authorities 
shortly after his apprehen- 
sion that he killed the Syri- 
an family in revenge for a 
financial dispute with Mr. 
Abdo’s father. 

He said he owed the vic- 
tim’s father seven million 


ence of the owner. 

Two companies. Trans 
Jordan for Communication 
Serv ices (Alo phone booths) 
and the Jordanian Public 
Pay phone (JPP) services, 
were licensed by the gov- 
ernment to correct “existing 
problems and provide the 
public, as well as visitors, 
with cheaper and better ser- 
vices” according to Mr. Abu 
Jamous. 

The two companies use 
cards for the phones, both of 
which operate on a central 
computerised system. 

Abdul Haleem Hmoud. 
coordination manager of the 
JPP. said the new public 
phones offer services that 
meet high international 
standards. 

“The technology used in 
both the cards and the 
phones is better than the 
older phones that worked 
only on coins.” he said. 

‘The cards work on the 
basis of units char recede by 
use and the unused units are 
saved for later” he added. 

He explained that very 
few of the JPP phones can 
be seen around the King- 
dom. unlike those of their 
competitor Alo, because the 
JPP phones were mostly 
installed indoors, on univer- 


sons. 

‘This idea [Western-style 
breast milk banks] is not 
allowed in Islam.” Dr. 
Sartawi told a recent semi- 
nar probing the controver- 
sial proposal. 

According to Islamic law, 
two infants who are nour- 
ished by the same mother 
become “brothers and sis- 
ters through breastfeeding” 
and are therefore banned 
from getting married. Dr. 
Sartawi argued. 

“For this reason, breast 
milk banks set up along 
Western lines are not 
allowed in Islam, because 
the source of milk remains 
unknown. This would have 
problematic implications 
for future marriages” he 
said. 

His remarks put a damper 
on the major theme of the 
seminar on “trends and 
issues revolving around the 
establishment of breast 
milk banks in the Muslim 
World ” held at the private- 
ly-run Al Zaytoonah Uni- 


Svrian lira (approximately 
JD1 16.000). adding that he 
had to sell his house in 
Syria to pay the debt, losing 
approximately JD70.000 as 
a result. 

According to the charge 
sheet. Mr. Jlasi plotted to 
kill the Syrian family and 
travelled to Jordan on 
March 1 for this purpose. 

On the evening of the 
incident, the suspect visited 
the family in their apart- 
ment. located near the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, and 
drugged them, according to 
the charge sheet. 

After the couple passed 
out. the suspect stabbed 
them to death with a kitchen 


sity campuses, and in hospi- 
tals, airports, and malls. He 
added that soon they will 
start to install outdoor 
booths as well. 

Shadi Majali, general 
manager of the Trans Jordan 
for Communication Ser- 
vices Company, said Alo 
has so far installed 350 pub- 
lic pay phones in several 
areas in Amman, Madaba. 
and Aqaba, and by the end 
of 1998. 3.000 Alo phones 
will cover the entire King- 
dom. 

Mr. Majali said the service 
provided by Alo is cheaper 
than that of communication 
offices and the coin-operat- 
ed phones, because phone 
cards charge for the actual 
length of die phone call, as 
opposed to a flat rate. 

He added that such phones 
are also more convenient 
since they offer 24 hour 
access. 

The phones provide free 
emergency calls to the 
police, civil defence, traffic 
operations, and hospitals, he 
said. 

A number of Jordanians 
seem to agree with the com- 
panies’ claims of better ser- 
vice and greater flexibility. 

“The phone service in 
Amman is a great idea. 


versity last week. 

“What if we know the 
origins of the breast milk at 
the proposed bank, label 
the bottles, and do not mix 
their contents? Would this 
still be considered haram 
(taboo) in Islam?” asked 
Wafiqa Abdul Rahim, head 
of the nursing faculty at Al 
Zaytoonah University. 

“In that case, we will not 
be falling into the trap of 
haram,” Dr. Sartawi 
replied. 

Intermarriage among first 
and second cousins is ram- 
pant in Jordan, prompting 
the government to intro- 
duce non-compulsory pre- 
marital medical tests as a 
precautionary move to 
determine if one of the cou- 
ple carries a hereditary dis- 
ease. 

Most speakers at the sem- 
inar stressed the “tremen- 
dous benefits" of breast- 
feeding, an idea long 
encouraged in Islam. 

“Breastfeeding was not 
only important for nutrition 


knife, set their apartment on 
fire, and abducted their 
child, the sheet said. 

When the child fell 
asleep, the suspect stran- 
gled him, placed him in a 
plastic bag. and buried him 
at a relative’s farm in Mad- 
aba. the sheet continued. 

The court tribunal, 
presided over by Judge 
Mohammad Ajarmeh and 
including Judges Mifieh 
Mubeidin and Issa Hamdan. 
postponed the trial until 
Dec. 15 to hear the last 
prosecution witness, 

pathologist Ibrahim 

Ramahi. who failed to 
appear at Saturday's ses- 
sion. 


They are easy to use and the 
service is better than the 
mobile and fast link ser- 
vices.” said Samer Faraj. a 
businessman. 

Arnjad Masri. a driver, 
said the public phones are 
useful, since he h*»s a pager 
and can stop his ar at any 
place and make the neces- 
sary phone calls. 

Several communication 
office owners, however, 
have expressed apprehen- 
sion about the new phone 
services, which they fear 
will cosi them their liveli- 
hood. 

“The government should 
leave it to the public to 
decide on which service 
they prefer using, instead of 
closing our business.” said a 
communication office 
owner who declined to give 
his name. 

Another said the presence 
of the phones has affected 
his business. 

“Nonetheless ” he added, 
“1 provide them with a more 
personal atmosphere. They 
can call abroad and receive 
calls from their families, 
and in times of winter and 
rain ray indoor office would 
seem much better than the 
semi-covered phone 

booths.” 


purposes,” said Al Zay- 
iconah University profes- 
sor Amal Tal. 

“It is also vital for psy- 
chological and emotional 
purposes, as it has helped 
lift the spirits of a lot of 
mothers suffering from 
chronic depression or 
stress.” she explained. 

Others said it helped 
pacify infants giving them 
added self-confidence and 
affection. 

Islam. Dr. Sartawi said, 
did not only encourage 
breastfeeding, but also 
awarded women who 
helped breastfeed other 
children in the community 
in need of breast milk — 
provided the identity of the 
mother was known. 

“Islam rewards foster 
mothers by considering the 
infant they breastfeed as a 
member of her family, 
which enlarges family cir- 
cles and strengthens com- 
munity ties.” Dr. Sartawi 
told the Jordan Times. 


Regulatory commission announces plans to 
shut down communications offices next year 


Islamic scholar warns of religious 
pitfalls in proposed breast milk banks 
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Albright soft-pedals Libya 


row with South Africa 


PRETORIA (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

Saturday soft-pedalled a 
dispute with South Africa 
over visits to Libya by 
President Nelson Mandela, 
but indicated the affair had 
not been forgotten. 

“We did not find many 
disagreements and those 
that we have we talk about 
quietly,” she said in reply to 
a question about the visits at 
a news conference after 
talks with South African 
Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki. 

“We generally think that 
these are issues that are best 
handled in diplomatic chan- 
nels.” 

Ms. Albright held a meet- 
ing later with Mr. Mandela, 
who stirred American dis- 
pleasure by paying two vis- 
its to Libya last month and 
presenting an award to 
Libyan leader Mu am mar 


Qadhafi. 

Washington says Tripoli 
sponsors terrorism, but Mr. 
Mandela has rejected the 
LkS. criticism of his trip, 
saying it was none of 
Washington’s business. 


One of the main reasons 
for U.S. reticence over the 
Libya dispute is Mr. 
Mandela's worldwide pres- 
tige as leader of the anti- 
apartheid struggle in South 
Africa. 

*‘I stand in the presence of 
one of the giants of our cen- 
tury.” Ms. Albright said 
after a 20- minute courtesy 
call on Mr. Mandela. “It 
was a great pleasure to meet 
with a man of such incredi- 
ble wisdom." 

“You are very kind to an 
old man,” Mr.. Mandela 
responded. 

Despite statements by 
both Ms. Albright and Mr. 
Mbeki that differences were 
hard to find, Mr. Mbeki 


made clear his government 
did not share the U.S. goal 
of isolating the Islamist 
rulers of Sudan and backing 
the opposition trying to 
overthrow them. 

Ms. Albright, on a seven- 
nation African tour, stepped 
up pressure on Khartoum by 
meeting in Kampala 
Wednesday with Sudanese 
opposition leader John 
Garang. 

Mr. Mbeki took a neutral 
line, noting that South 
Africa had been approached 
by 'both Mr. Garang and 
Sudanese President Omar 
Bashir over possible media- 
tion. 

“yfc want to encourage 
them to find a resolution to 
thad particular question, to 
end that conflict,” he said. 

Ms. Albright and Mr. 
Mbeki agreed they wanted 
to see speedier implementa- 
tion of a 1994 peace agree- 
ment in Angola, and to see a 


Kremlin wall of silence 


fuels Yeltsin health fears 


MOSCOW (.AFP) — Four 
days after his admission to a 
Moscow clinic with a “chill” 
Kremlin officials were tight- 
lipped Saturday about Boris 
Yeltsin's health, fuelling con- 
cerns the president was more 
seriously ill than officially 
admitted. 

The official wall of silence 
came the day after a radio 
report — promptly denied by 
the Kremlin — that Mr. 
Yeltsin, who was admitted to 
the Barvikha clinic just west of 
Moscow Wednesday, had suf- 
fered a severe brain spasm. 

A Kremlin spokesman con- 
tacted by AFP Saturday said 
“there is no information” on the 
66-year-old president’s health. 

Mr. Yeltsin's admission to a 
sanatorium for 10-1 2 days sent 
share prices tumbling and 
sparked opposition calls to 
reduce the president's enor- 
mous powers. 

A well-placed medical 
source told Moscow Echo 
radio that Mr. Yeltsin “had a 
severe spasm of the blood ves- 
sels in the brain, linked to sharp 
weather fluctuations and his 
general tiredness and over- 
work." 

Western medical experts said 
such a complaint was “serious” 
and could cause haemorrhag- 
ing of the brain lining and 
restrict blood supplies to the 
brain. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky said 
Wednesday the president had 
an acute chest infection and a 
slight chill, and that doctors 
had advised Mr. Yeltsin, who 
underwent heart surgery in 
November 19%. to resL 

NTV television cited offi- 
cials as saying that Mr. Yeltsin 
might take a stroll in the clinic 


grounds laier Saturday if his 
temperature remained normal. 

In Washington, the While 
House dismissed what it called 
“rumours” that Mr. Yeltsin was 
seriously ill and backed the 
Kremlin statements. 

“We have seen the state- 
ments made by the Russian 
government and by the presi- 
dent's spokesman ... and are 
not aware of anything that 
leads us to believe that drey are 
incorrect,” spokesman Michael 
McCurry said. 

However, the Kremlin's 
muteness recalled its economy 
with the truth last summer, 
when Mr. Yeltsin's heart-attack 
on the eve of his reelection was 
initially described as a “sore 
throat” and a “cold.” 

Since his admission to the 
clinic Wednesday, only brief 
pictures of Mr. Yeltsin have 
appeared on television, minus 
the soundtrack. 

In footage shown on NTV 
Mr. Yeltsin appeared relaxed 
wearing a cardigan over an 
open-necked shin as he 
received presidential adminis- 
tration chief Valentin 
Yumashev in his private study. 

But Mr. Yeltsin looked some- 
what unsteady as he rose from 
his desk to greet Mr. 
Yumashev, and his right hand 
appeared to shake uncontrol- 
lably as he sat in an armchair 
talking to his aide. 

Officials have still not yet 
confirmed that Mr Yeltsin will 
vote Sunday in Moscow city 
elections, or whether journal- 
ists will be allowed to see him 
cast his vote in a special ballot 
box delivered to the clinic. 

The Kremlin news black-out 
was aided by (he long bank 
holiday weekend which meant 
no newspapers are published 


until Monday, while the main 
midday news programme on 
Russia's second national televi- 
sion channel made no mention 
of the president's health. 

“My feeling is that television 
is being given ‘recommenda- 
tions' to play down the story, 
and that in itself is, to me, sig- 
nificant." said Dmitri Trenirc 
analyst at the Moscow branch 
of the Carnegie Endowment 

Mr. Trenin said a prolonged 
Yeltsin absence from the 
Kremlin would see presidential 
hopefuls from the political 
establishment form alliances 
against outsiders like former 
Kremlin security chief 
Alexander Lebed and Moscow 
mayor Yury Luzhkov. 

'They would have to cry- and 
make someone who seems, to 
me at least unelectable (Prime 
Minister Viktor) 

Chernomyrdin, into a person 
who is electable." 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, premier 
for the past five years and seen 
by Russia's ruling financial 
elite as no threat to their busi- 
ness interests, could emerge as 
a compromise establishment 
candidate, he said. 

But the electorate would “not 
be voting for Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, they will be 
voting against destabilisation,” 
which could follow the victory 
of a candidate untested at 
national level. Mr. Trenin said. 

Andrei Piontkovskv. director 
of the Moscow Centre for 
Strategic Studies, said the latest 
Mr, Yeltsin health scare had 
caused “enormous political 
instability at exactly the wrong 
time, in the middle of a finan- 
cial crisis while the clans in the 
ruling oligarchy are engaged in 
bitter in-fighting.” 


Armenian Supreme Court jails 
opposition activists for treason 


YEREVAN (AFP) — The 
head of Armenia's outlawed 
Dashnaktsutiun opposition 
party 1 was jailed for four years 
and one of his followers was 
sentenced to death for treason 
in the trial of 20 opposition 
activists, which ended here 
Friday. 

The court found the party's 
leader Vagan Ovanisian and 

his followers guilty of “call- 
ing for the violent overthrow 
of the constitutional system 
and for terrorist acts.” 

Three who were not mem- 
bers of Dashnaktsutiun were 
acquitted. 


Although only Mr 
Ovanisian and three others 
were members of the party. 
12 defendants — all alleged 
associates of Mr. Ovanisian 
— were also jailed for terms 
ranging from three to seven 
years, and one — Tigran 
Aveiissian — was sentenced 
to death for killing a police- 
man. 

It was the last trial of 
detained Dashnaktsutiun 
activists and their supporters, 
and had lasted 13 months. 
Mr. Ovanisian and his associ- 
ates were arrested in Julv 
1995. 


Last year Mr. Ovanisian 
staged a 10-day hunger strike 
in protest at his imprison- 
ment. 

Dashnaktsutiun was out- 
lawed in December 1994 and 
branded a “terrorist organisa- 
tion” by President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian. 

The party- is the oldest in 
Armenia and was banned by 
the Communists when the 
Caucasus republic was part 
of the Soviet Union. It was 
resurrected in 1991 and 
became one of the main 
opposition groups in inde- 
pendent Armenia 


Heathrow traffic near normal 


LONDON l R) — Some flights 
from London's Heathrow 
Airport were still being 
delayed Saturday following a 
fire that broke out in the early 
hours of Friday morning, air- 
port officials said. 

The main problems were due 
to aeroplanes being in the 
wrong place because their 
flights had been cancelled after 
the fire swept through Terminal 
One. 

‘The airport is operating to 


timetable, wc have a near nor- 
ma] pattern of flights” a 
spokeswoman said. “If there 
are any delays, it's because a 
few aircraft are in the wrong 
place having had to stay on the 
ground yesterday” she said 
The volume of passenger 
traffic was heavier than usual 
for a Saturday because of the 
number of people whose 
flights were delayed from 
Friday. The fire, which broke 
out in a burger bar. caused the 


cancellation of 307 flighLs. 
two-thirds of them British 
Airways services. 

The terminal had been due to 
handle 600 flights Friday, car- 
rying some 70.000 passengers. 
The fire damage is expected to 
cost thousands of pounds to 
repair, although safety experts 
said further 'fcstruction had 
been averted by of a special 
fireproof membrane in the ter- 
minal roof which curbed (he 
spread of the blaze. 


successful move to democ- 
racy in Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, both 
countries that Ms. Albright 
has visited in the past two 
days. 

Ms. Albright Friday 
warned Jonas Savimbi. 
leader of the Unita Angolan 
opposition group, that he 
risked being left behind if 
he continued to resist peace. 
“The people (in Angola) are 
ready for having a normal 
life." she said Saturday. 

Mr. Mbeki. who is due to 
take over from Mr. Mandela 
next week as head of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) party, and is expect- 
ed to become president in 
1 999, said he was not plan- 
ning major changes in for- 
eign or domestic policy. 

‘There will not be a 
change of policy.” he said. 
“The basic policy positions 
of the ANC 1 am certain will 
be maintained.” 


Yeltsin tells 
air force 
chief to quit 
— agencies 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin will make his 
air force chief step down but 
the Kremlin insisted this is 
because he turns 60 Sunday 
and not because of last 
week's Siberian air disaster. 
Russian news agencies said 
Saturday. 

Interfax and Ria agencies 
quoted senior officials on 
Mr. Yeltsin's staff saying the 
president had made “a clear 
decision” that all marshals 
and three- and four-star gen- 
erals must stand down when 
they reach the standard 
Russian retirement age of 60. 

A Kremlin spokesman told 
Reuters he was unaware of 
such a decision. Mr. Yeltsin. 
66, is recovering from a viral 
infection at a sanatorium out- 
side Moscow. 

Air Force Chief General 
Pyotr Dainekin came under 
political pressure to quit this 
week after a huge military 
transport plane crashed on 
take-off in Irkutsk, Siberia, 
last Saturday, leaving more 
than 80 people dead. 

“The dismissal of Pyotr 
Dainekin is called for purely 
on grounds of age and is not 
linked to the recent air disas- 
ter in Irkutsk." Ria said 
quoting its Kremlin sources. 

Four-star General 

Dainekin insisted Thursday 
he had made no offer to 
resign on his 60th birthday 
and said it was up to the pres- 
ident to lake a decision on his 
future. He noted that military 
personnel have a right to ask 
to serve on beyond 60. 

Then he was reported to 
have grounded all non-essen- 
tial military flights for a 
week following a second 
crash Thursday evening, in 
which eight civilians died 
when their helicopter was 
struck on landing by a mili- 
tary transport plane. 

Gen. Dainekin defended 
the use of military planes for 
commercial cargo flighLs — 
like the one in Irkutsk — on 
the grounds that the air force 
needed money to make up a 
state funding shortfall. 

Ria and Interfax noted Mr. 
Yeltsin dismissed former 
Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov from the army 
when he turned 60 last 
December, making him the 
first civilian to head the 
Russian defence ministry. 
Mr. Rodionov was sacked in 
May and replaced by another 
serving military commander. 
Igor Sergeyev. 

The agencies also noted die 
head of the navy was retired 
on age grounds last month. 
The defence ministry denied 
at the time that Admiral Felix 
Gromov had been sacked 
following a .series of naval 
arms dump explosions in the 
Far East. 

A ruling on retirement ai 
60 would have implications 
for Mr. Sergeyev, who has 
taken ov er the task of mod- 
ernising Russia's huge, 
underfunded and deteriorat- 
ing armed forces. 



U.S Secretary of State Madeleine Albright stands with South African President 
Nelson Mandela during a news briefing at his Mahlambandlovu residence in 
Pretoria (Reuter photo) 


Rival Afghan factions 
clash as winter sets in 


Australia 
chooses its 
100 Living 
National 
Treasures 

SYDNEY (AFP) _ 
Australia joined Japan 
Saturday to become only the 
second country to formally 
designate certain citizens as 
“living treasures." 

The National Trust 
released a list of 100 Livine 
National Treasures, nomf- 
nated by the public through a 
three-month poll. 

It includes many pre- 
dictable names, such as 
cricket legend Sir Donald 
Bradman, opera star Dank; 
Joan Sutherland and even 
prime minister of the past 25 
years — except Labour stal- 
wart Bob Hawke. 

However, of the 100, onlv 
30 are female. 

It is dominared by people 
from the arts, sport and poli- 
tics but is also notable for 
having 10 indigenous 


KABUL (AFP) — Clashes 
between Taleban forces 
and an opposition Shiite 
faction ore intensifying 
west of the Afghan capital 
despite falling tempera- 
tures and heavy snow, 
sources told AFP 
Saturday. 

Independent sources 
said despite sub-zero 
overnight temperatures 
and heavy snow in the 
mountainous area, fierce 
clashes had erupted just 50 
kilometres west of here. 

“There has been an 
exchange of heavy and 
light weapons fire on the 
Jalrez frontline, but nei- 
ther side appears to have 
made any gains." a 
Western aid worker 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese authorities have 
called for tougher action 
against Tibetan separatists 
whom they say are becom- 
ing more active and harder 
to control. 

‘The conflict between 
the separatists and the 
counter-separatists 
becomes more and more 
active and difficult.” 
warned a front-page edito- 
rial in the Tibet Daily, 
received here Saturday. 

“We have to continue 
resisting the disturbances. 
Fighting separatist activi- 
ties is a long-term battle 
and is an important task 
for the Tibetan govern- 
ment." said the newspaper 
in its Dec. 4 issue. 

China has ordered its 
campaign against the 
Dalai Lama. Tibet's exiled 
spiritual leader, to be 
extended to all areas of 
Tibetan society to elimi- 
nate his influence. 

Beijing’s top officials in 
Tibet have in recent u'eeks 
increased their attacks on 
the Dalai Lama, culling 


returning from the area 
reported. 

At Jalrez the fundamen- 
talist Sunni Muslim 
Taleban are battling Hezb- 
i-Wahdat, a hardline and 
pro-Iranian Shiite faction 
which controls much of 
the now snow-bound cen- 
tral massif of the country. 

Another aid worker 
added similar clashes had 
also taken place close to 
the Taliban town of 
Ghazni. 130 kilometres 
southwest of Kabul, but 
again no gains were 
reported for either side. 

No further details or 
casualty figures were 
immediately available. 

With temperatures 
throughout Afghanistan 


the fight against him a 
“matter of life or death.” 

The 1989 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, who lives in 
exile in northern India, 
fled Tibet in 1959 after a 
failed uprising against 
Chinese rule. 

"The Dalai Lama is the 
chief of rhe political gang 
seeking independence of 
the region." the editorial 
said. 

“The Dalai Lama is the 
origin of the trouble in 
Tibet. He has not changed 
his counter-revolutionary 
nature. He will continue to 
oppose us and pursue 
these separatist activities 
of agitation.” it added. 

“Wc have to be vigilant 
and continue our patriotic 
education in the temples 
and in the rest of society. 

“The Arm fight against 
the Dalai Luinu must be 
curried out in the educa- 
tion, cultural and religious 
domains. We should attack 
with Force all separatist 
activities and distur- 
bances.” 

China's recent crack- 


falling and with the usual 
harsh" winter anticipated, 
military analysts see both 
sides jostling for strategic 
positions in which to pass 
the winter in relative com- 
fort. 

Hezb-i-Wahdal is a 
member of the anti- 
Taleban alliance, which 
also includes ethnie- 
Uzbek warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and ousted 
Kabul government troops 
loyal " to ex-president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

The Taleban. who con- 
trol around two-thirds of 
the country including the 
capital Kabul, have vowed 
to impose a pure Islamic 
state on a country gripped 
by 18 years of civil war. 


down against "hidden 
reactionaries” targeted 
monks and nuns in Tibetan 
Buddhist temples whom 
authorities accused of 
secretly sympathising with 
the Dalai Lama. 

“We have already pun- 
ished severely the sepa- 
ratists hidden amongst the 
monks." Raidi the 
Chinese Communist 
Party's number two in 
Tibet, said in a speech last 
month to local party mem- 
bers. 

China's hardline policy 
on Tibet has been widely 
criticised. President Jiang 
Zemin’s recent U.S. visit 
was marred by noisy 
protests from human 
rights and religious 
activists supporting 

Tibetan independence and 
culture. 

Washington sparked 
complaints from Beijing 
when it appointed a spe- 
cial coordinator for U.S. 
policy in the troubled 
Himalayan region, which 
China has controlled since 
1949. 


activist included, one of 
which is Faith Bandler. who 
this week received the 1997 
Australian Human Right 
Medal. 

Nearly 10.000 ordinary 
Australians voted in the poll 
to choose who should be 
designated a Living National 
Treasure through “prim 
media, spirited talk-back 
radio debate and word ol 
mouth”, the Trust said 

Longtime expatriates such 
as writer Robert Hushes, 
feminist Germaine Greer, 
and entertainers Rolf Harris 
and Barry Humphries show- 
distance does not mean they 
are forgotten. 

Sports stars on the list 
include golfer Greg 
Norman, track sprinter 
Cathy Freeman and swim- 
ming legend Dawn Fraser. 

Other recipients include 
actress Judy Davis and 
authors Elizabeth Jolley and 
David Malouf. 

Trust board member 
Michael Ball said the votes 
highlighted a varied and 
apolitical group of treasured 
fellow Australians who had 
achieved significant impart 
with little restriction on gen- 
der. ethnicity, professional 
political, sporting or .spiritual 
differences. 

“Wc believe Japan is the 
only country which formally 
designates certain citizens as 
‘living treasures' and these 
are selected by an appointed 
panel, not by the wider pop- 
ulace." Mr. Bell said in a 
statement. 

■■Australia's Living 

National Treasures are those 
whose significant and endur- 
ing contributions to our soci- 
ety and our total environ- 
ment are experienced and 
acknowledged by all of us in 
our daily lives." 

The designation of the 1™ 
was a lifetime award and the 
trust planned a series of 
books and documentario 
which would preserve the 
contributions they had mad: 
to Australian life. 

They will be officially 
honoured at a dinner hosted 
bv Prime Minister John 
Howard in Sydney ned 
month. 


Tibetan separatists becoming 
more active, says China 
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Hong Kong government anti-bird 


flu actions too late — legislator 


HONG KONG <R> — 
Authorities in the Chinese 
province of Guangdong 
have agreed to step up 
checks for a poultry flu that 
has killed two people and 
left two others critically ill 
in Hong Kong, a Hong 
Kong government official 
said Saturday. 

But a legislator in the ter- 
ritory said Hong Kong 
should have acted earlier. 

Neighbouring 

Guangdong provides the 
city with most of its chick- 
ens. 

“Our counterparts in 
Guangdong fully under- 
stand our concerns and 
agree to step up surveil- 
lance.” Lcssie Wei. director 
of agriculture and fisheries, 
told government radio. 

She said there was a need 
to ensure that poultry com- 
ing into Hong Kong from 


China were free from the 
deadly H5N1 strain, which 
is normally confined to 
chickens. 

Friday authorities said 
doctors had come up with 
three more suspected cases, 
which would bring the total 
number of people to have 
contracted the flu to seven, 
including the two who have 
died. 

Two of the seven remain 
in a critical condition in 
hospital, government radio 
said Saiutxiay. 

Health investigators say 
there is no evidence to link 
the people who have con- 
tracted the disease in Hong 
Kong. 

But some said the govern- 
ment's Department of 
Health (DH) needed to keep 
people better informed and 
should have acted earlier to 
check the flu's spread. 


“I think there is no doubt 
the Department of Health is 
now doing its best to locate 
the source of the flu.'' said 
Leung Che-Hung, vice- 
chairman of the Provisional 
Legislature's Health Panel. 

"Bui the work they do is 
not open enough. It* would 
be much better to tell peo- 
ple where they’re at. Every' 
day they say there is noth- 
ing to worry about, then 
they announce three more 
cases." he said. 

Mr. Lcong said he was 
disappointed the agriculture 
and fisheries department 
hud not addressed the issue 
of chicken flu in china ear- 
lier. 

“Many months aeo. there 
were reports or chicken dis- 
eases in China. The 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
Department should have 
taken a look at it as soon as 


possible." he said. 

“At the slightest suspich^ 1 
that a coJd is not proceeding 
normally see a doctor." 
said. 

Bui doctors could 
admit every person die) 
examined for the flu & 
pitals wouJd be bursting a* 
the seams, he added. 

In response to the health 
scare, Hong Kong 
turners are eating ^ 
chicken, officials 
showed Friday. . , 

Local and U.S. medico 
experts have confirmed if*’ 
H5N1 virus originated 111 
birds, but said they did net 
know how it was passed t*’ 
humans. .. 

Hong Kong officials ^ 
last week it was possibk' 
the virus could sp**® 1 
worldwide, and Jafxw 
said it would consider ban- 
ning poultry' imports. 
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African Neo-Nazis 
itio n '} regret, but chief defiant 
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JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Sooth Africa’s Neo-Nazi 
Afrikaner resistance 
movement (AWB I has 
expressed regret for past 
excesses but their bearded 
leader Eugene Terre 
Blanche was quoted Sat- 
urday as saying he had 
nothing to do with the 
apology. 

The Truth and Reconcil- 
iation Commission, aimed 
at healing the wounds of 
the racially divided past, 
said Friday the AWB had 
sent a statement of regret 
for its "human rights vio- 
lations and racism since 
its inception in 1973.” But 


Terre Blanche said he and 
his leading AWB “gener- 
als ’ knew nothing about 
the submission, signed by 
a Brigadier Dries Uriel, 
who said the AWB bad 
committed 35 acts of sab- 
otage over the years. 

“The generals are furi- 
ous and are completely 
shocked that someone can 
hand in such a submission 
on their behalf/' he told 
the Citizen newspaper. 
The AWB was one of the 
most prominent of the 
ultra-rightwing para-mili- 
tary fringe groups that 
tried to disrupt South 
Africa’s transition to black 


majority rule in 1994, 

The group has faded 
from the political land- 
scape since the transition 
and is now split into rival 
factions. The commission 
quoted the AWB submis- 
sion as saying the group 
had called a halt to sabo- 
tage in 1994. AWB mem- 
bers would hold talks with 
the commission early next 
year, it added. 

Nobel peace laureate 
Desmond Tutu’s commis- 
sion was set up to probe 
human rights abuses com- 
mitted by all sides during 
30 years of minority white 
rule. 


Estonia eyes fast track EU membership 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
Estonia said Saturday it 
hoped to be one of the First 
countries from Central and 
Eastern Europe to join the 
European Union. 

Foreign Minister Toomas 
lives said, however, the 
tiny Baltic state accepted ir 
would not join the EU until 
the next century. 

“I think all the negotia- 
tions will take a while.” 
Mr. lives told reporters on 
the sidelines of an EU sum- 
mit in Luxembourg sum- 
mit. “I do not think it will 
be a long drawn out 
process but an assessment 
that we are there by 2000... 
is unrealistic.” 

EU leaders confirmed 
that Estonia would be 
among five Central and 
Eastern European coun- 


tries to start “fast track” 
membership talks next 
April. They would be 
joined by Cyprus, while 
negotiations would begin 
also at a slower pace with 
five other East European 
countries. 

■“Estonia’s position is that 
we will be among the first 
countries to join.” Mr. 
lives said. 

Barriers to EU member- 
ship were mainly legal, 
administrative and linked 
to environmental clean-up 
costs. Key areas of the 
economy presented few 
obstacles, he said. 

“Banking, the financial 
sector and transport are all 
good areas... and. given the 
absence of tariffs, issues of 
competition should not be 
a problem.” he told Reuters 


financial television. 

Estonia's banking indus- 
try was the probably the 
best in East Europe and 
“probably better than some 
l£U) member states.” 

Popular support for EU 
membership was also 

growing, albeit slowly. Mr. 
lives said. 

“Estonians are not 

known for their emotional 
approach to things... being 
a stem folk, people do not 
start thinking about things 
until they become a possi- 
bility/* 

If membership talks con- 
cluded successfully. Esto- 
nia may hold a referendum. 
“Constitutionally we do 
not need to hold one, but 
there may be political pres- 
sure to have one. It's a 
decision for the future,” he 


said. 

Mr. lives said Estonia 
also aimed to become a 
fully fledged member of 
die EU’s Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU) at 
rhe same time as it joined 
the bloc. 

“Clearly, right now' we 
are not ready to join the 
euro... on all criteria except 
inflation we could join 
now but the question is 
whether that would be a 
good idea/' he added. 

Mr. lives said Estonia 
would also consider link- 
ing its currency, the kroon, 
to the Euro from 1999. 
w-hen EMU is due to start. 
The kroon at the moment is 
linked to the German mark. 

Prime Minister Mart 
Siimann rejected sugges- 
tions that Estonia's selec- 


tion for fast-track EU 
membership talks could 
lead to u split with Baltic 
neighbours Latvia and 
Lithuania. 

“Talk about strains 
between the three Baltic 
states are not based on real 
life," Mr. Siimann said. 

Mr. lives added Estonia 
would also support its 
Baltic neighbours' bids for 
EU membership. 

“You do not have to be a 
rocket scientist to realise 
that it's in your national 
interest to have your neigh- 
bours in the European 
Union." he said. 

“We want Latvia and 
Lithuania to join absolute- 
ly as quickly as possible. 
It’s not in our interest to 
have any kind of division 
taking place." 
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Judge orders 
California marijuana 
clubs closed 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
A state appeals court here 
ruled that marijuana clubs 
must close because they 
cannot legally sell the plant 
to sick patients despite an 
initiative approved by vot- 
ers authorising the sale. 

In November 1996 Cali- 
fornia voters approved a 
measure allowing the legal 
sale of marijuana for med- 
ical purposes called Propo- 
sition 215. 

The marijuana is intend- 
ed for selected patients to 
ease the nausea and pain of 
ailments such as cancer 
and AIDS. Proposition 215 
lets those patients who 
have medical authorisation 
own and raise marijuana 
for personal consumption. 

Many of these parients 
have joined “clubs,” which 
can legally supply the 
patients with the plant. 

However late Friday Cal- 
ifornia's First District 
Court of Appeals reinstat- 
ed an injunction that closed 
down the original “club,” a 


San Francisco cooperative 
known as the Cannabis 
Buyer’s Club. 

State police raided the 
site in August 1996, just 
before Proposition 215 was 
approved. Since the mea- 
sure's approval at least half 
a dozen other “clubs.” 
including the San Francis- 
co operation, have opened 
across the state. 

The court fears that if the 
“clubs” are allowed to 
operate in their current for- 
mat it could lead to mari- 
juana being sold at cost or 
free in other establish- 
ments, such as nightclubs 
and casinos. 

The ruling will take 
effect in 30 days unless an 
appeal is filed, which sup- 
porters of medical marijua- 
.na have vowed to do. 

The court’s decision is a 
victory for Dan Lungren, 
the conservative state 
attorney general, who has 
vehemently opposed 
Proposition 215 from its 
inception. 


Decision on Marcos money 
opens way for more claims 


LAUSANNE. Switzerland 
(AFP) — After years in which 
Swiss banking secrecy made 
Switzerland a haven for dubi- 
ous rulers of all manner of 
countries, it is payback time, 
Swiss officials said Friday. 

The Swiss Supreme Court 
ruling Friday that two Swiss 
banks must return to the Philip- 
pines up to $500 million stolen 
by late dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
cos will open the way to the 
return of money owed to other 
countries, Swiss officials said. 

Marcos, who died in Hawaii 
in 1989, deposited more than 
$500 million of looted cash in 
two Swiss banks before his 
ouster in 1986. Friday, the 
Swiss Supreme Court ruled 
that one-fifth of the money 
should be returned. 

A Jater ruling was expected 
to order the return of the full 
amount 

Marcos was not alone how- 
ever in franking money in the 
landlocked European banking 
nation. 

And in recent years the sys- 
tem has come under increasing 


scrutiny. 

Speaking to reporters Friday, 
Folco Gaili, a spokesman for 
the office of the Swiss Federal 
Police which has been pursu- 
ing the case of the stolen mil- 
lions. welcomed the court deci- 
sion. 

The ruling, he said, could 
lead to further decisions on 
allegedly stolen cash deposited 
in Switzerland by former Pak- 
istani Premier Benazir Bhutto 
and the late Zairian dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 

The decision might 
“advance" the work on the two 
notable files, he said. 

According to the federal 
police. 10 countries have 
applied to the Swiss authorities 
in recent years to return funds 
they claim were embezzled or 
stolen by their former rulers 
and placed in Swiss bank 
accounts. 

Switzerland has also in 
recent months faced a world- 
wide storm over its World War 
II role as a banking centre for 
large amounts of gold stolen by 
the German Nazi regime. 


In September, after six years 
of court procedure, Bem for 
the first time ever ordered the 
repayment of S2.6 million to 
Mali. It determined that the 
money had been stolen by for- 
mer president Moussa Traore. 

Reacting to the Marcos rul- 
ing, Mr. Gaili said “this suc- 
cess does not mean that die 
olliers will swiftly follow/' but 
added that he was nonetheless 
"very satisfied” with the deci- 
sion. 

Under attack internationally 
for profiting from sales of 
stolen Nazi gold during World 
War 11. Switzerland is now 
keen to rid itself of a reputation 
as a money laundering centre. 

The Marcos money will be 
returned but under condition. 
Mr. Gaili said 

“We will send, through the 
embassy of the Philippines in 
Bem. a note stipulating the 
conditions to be met by Manila 
for restitution of the funds/' 
currently banked with Credit 
Suisse and Swiss Bank Corpo- 
ration, he said. .... 

The decision is also subject 


to appeal. 

The Swiss court ruling 
Thursday declared that under a 
law in effect since February 
this year it is the “general rule” 
that for funds to be returned 
there had fust to be a binding 
court ruling from the country 
demanding the money. 

But it said, "if exceptions are 
allowed, there is no doubt that 
the Marcos case is one of those 
exceptions foreseen in the 
law.” 

Manila claims Marcos stole 
some $5 billion belonging to 
the people. Two billion dollars 
were awarded, under a U.S. 
coun ruling, to an association 
grouping 10.000 of the 
regime’s victims. 

Awaiting a Philippine 
Supreme Court ruling, the 
$500 million in Swiss banks 
were frozen. 

Swiss Economy Minister 
Jean-Pascal Delamuraz said in 
April Switzerland "does not 
want the Marcos money” and 
said he was “open to a rapid 
solution that conforms with the 
laws of both our countries.” 


Chechenya to honour 
Red Cross dead 
on anniversary 


GROZNY. Russia (R) — 
Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov will bestow' 
posthumous honours on 
six foreign Red Cross 
workers murdered in 
Chechenya a year ago next 
week. a presidential 
spokesman told reporters 
Saturday. 

The six. shot dead on 
Dec. 17. 1996. as they 
slept at a war-zone hospital 
run by the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross, will be awarded the 
rebel Russian region's 
highest honour. the 
National Honour Order. 
Kazbek Khadzhiyev said. 

The circumstances of the 
murders at the village of 
Noviye Atagi. which 
prompted the Red Cross 
and other aid organisations 
to pull out of Chechenya. 
have never been fully 
explained. 

The Chechen separatists, 
who forced Russian troops 


to withdraw last year after 
21 months of fighting, 
blamed secret groups loyal 
ro Moscow’ for trying to 
disrupt a fragile peace. 
Russian special forces 
denied any involvement. 

Mr. Maskhadov won 
presidential elections in 
January this year. General 
lawlessness and u wave of 
kidnappings of foreigners 
have since then kept aid 
agencies away from the 
Muslim region, depriving 
many local people of 
much-needed medical 
care. 

The six Red Cross work- 
ers killed were Hans Elker- 
bout. 47. a Dutch construc- 
tion technician. Norwegian 
nurses Ingeborg Foss. 42. 
and Gunnhild Myklebust. 
55. Nancy Malloy. 51, a 
Canadian administrator. 
Spanish nurse Fernanda 
Cal ado. 49. and nurse 
Sheryl Thayer. 40. from 
New Zealand. 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton Fri- 
day wished veteran croon- 
er Frank Sinatra a happy 
birthday as the? entertainer 
turned 82. 

“You have inspired all of 
us,” Mr. Clinton said in a 
message during a tribute to 
Sinatra on CNN, and added 
that “Old Blue Eyes” 
would be awarded the con- 
gressional Gold Medal. 

“Frank, we’ve got you 
under our skin/’ Mr. Clin- 
ton added, alluding to one 
of Sinatra's most famous 
songs. 

His daughter Tina Sinatra 
said the entertainer was 
“doing very well” although 


he continues to smoke “a 
little biL” Last January 
Sinatra suffered a heart 
attack. He has not been 
seen in public since. 

The New York Post 
recently reported Sinatra 
was on his death bed and 
another daughter, Nancy, 
said she was “disgusted ... 
furious" at the report. 

Sinatra's spokeswoman 
said the entertainer would 
celebrate his birthday at 
home. ”He and his wife are 
planning an intimate day 
together at their home,” 
Susan Reynolds said. “In 
the evening, friends and 
family are going to stop for 
the birthday cake.” 


Tina (left), and Nancy Sinatra as they are interviewed 
on CNN’s *Larry King Live’ for a tribute to their father 
Frank Sinatra in Los Angeles (Reuter photo) 



Hearings into TWA Flight 800 end 
with call for greater jet fuel safety 





BALTIMORE, Maryland 
(AIT) — A week of public 
hearings on the TWA Flight 
800 disaster ended here Fri- 
day with an urgent call to 
make jet fuel vapour less 
likely to explode on board. 

National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
Chairman Jim Hall said his 
panel “strongly believes 
that additional measures to 
stabilise fuel tank vapours 
are necessary and prudent." 

Investigators have con- 
cluded that an explosion in 
the Boeing 747 ’s centre fuel 
tank caused the Paris-bound 
jet to shatter over the 
Atlantic Ocean on July 17. 
1996. All 230 people 
aboard perished. 

What sparked the explo- 
sion. however, remains a 
mystery. “We have found 
no evidence so far” of any 
malfunction of any plane 
part, said Bob Swaim of the 
NTSB. 

“The board certainly 
recognises the need to pro- 
ceed carefully ... but these 
concerns should not immo- 
bilise government and 
industry and inhibit us from 
acting vigorously when, as 


in the case of TWA 800, a 
serious problem is uncov- 
ered,” Mr. Hall said. 

“Dangerous conditions in 
fuel ranks occur more com- 
monly than bas been 
believed.” he said. 

A jet fuel tank explosion 
had occurred before Flight 
800. In 1990, the tank of a 
737 blew up on the ground 
at the Manila airport, killing 
eight and injuring 30. 

Asked about measures 
taken after that accident, a 
Boeing official, Ivor 
Thomas, said that “since we 
didn't find any ignition 
source, we closed our 
investigation." 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) itself 
is just starting to look into 
how to prevent such an 
explosion. The NTSB had 
urged it to take this step last 

war. 

' “My only concern is why 
this work didn’t begin in 
the summer of 1996,” said 
Mr. Hall, especially the 
study of “military alterna- 
tives.” 

Mr. Hall was referring to 
fuel used by the U.S. Air 
Force to reduce the possi- 


bility of explosions in Fight- 
er planes. 

“Our folks began to look 
at all the possibilities in the 
weeks following the acci- 
dent,” said the FAA’s 
Thomas McSweeney. 
‘There is no doubt we are 
going to do something. But 
the question is how we are 
going to deal with this 
problem.” 

In Washington Friday, the 
FAA issued a directive call- 
ing for the inspection and 
replacement of Teflon wire 
coating used in stainless 
steel wire conduits on Boe- 
ing 747 fuel boost pumps 
and pumps used in jettison- 
ing ftiel. 

An earlier directive had 
covered only aluminium 
wire conduits, which are 
believed ro be prone ro 
burning and could result in 
electrical arcing between 
wires. 

The directive, part of the 
FAA’s probe into Flight 
800, affects 260 U.S. -regis- 
tered planes and 1.076 air- 
craft around the world. 

Speaking to AFP after the 
public hearings, a lawyer 
representing the relatives of 


the French victims, Guy- 
Michel Ney said the ses- 
sions had furnished “the 
necessary elements” for a 
criminal negligence suit 
against Boeina and the 
FAA. 

For his part, a spokesman 
for the families of the vic- 
tims said he was pleased 
with the conclusions drawn 
at the end of the week. 

The NTSB is "doing a 
very thorough investiga- 
tion/' said Jose Cremades. 
president of the Victims of 
Flight 800. "We are satis- 
fied with the conclusions 
that we have heard today/' 

Mr. Cremades, who losr a 
1 5-year-old son in the 
crash, said the group is con- 
fident that the NTSB will 
find "the bullet" that 
brought down the jet. 

The group already has the 
“smoking sun” in the 
exploded tank and "finger- 
prints” in the aircraft main- 
tenance records and in the 
overall design of the air- 
craft. he said. 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned. we know pretty 
well what caused the acci- 
dent/' Mr. Cremades said. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, December 14, 1997 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Debt service 1998 — An economic burden 


ACCORDING TO the draft budget of 199S. interest 
which the treasury has to pay during the coming 
year will be JD 19.8 million to’locarcreditors and 
JD 233.6 million (S330m) to external creditors, i.e.. 
a total of JD 253.4 million, equal to 12.8 per cent of 
the whole budget, or 4.1 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) supposed to reach JD 6.111 
billion in 1998 in current market prices. These 
interest payments form a major part of the current 
expenditure in the budget. 

The principal amounts due on loans, and payable 
during 199S include JD 7.3 million to domestic 
lenders and JD 254.5 million (S360m) to foreign 
creditors, i.e., a total of JD 261.8 million forming 
13.2 per cent of the total volume of the 1998 bud- 
get. or 4.3 per cent of GDP. 

Therefore, the total debt service, principal and 
interest, will consume 26 per cent of the central 
government budget or 8.4 per cent of GDP. a huge 
and heavy burden on the budget, the taxpayers, and 


the national economy in general. 

In other words Jordan will repay all interest due in 
cash From the tax proceeds. Repayment of principal 
amounts, however, will be financed by fresh bor- 
rowing, or debt roll-over, which is the natural way 
of repaying debt everywhere. 

Above figures indicate that the overall outstanding 
indebtedness of the Jordanian treasury will rise dur- 
ing 1998 by a net amount of JD37 million repre- 
senting net borrowing in excess of repayment of 
principal amounts. 

Since the internal public debt will be reduced by 
JD7.3 million, external public debt will rise by 
JD44.3 million or $62 million. 

Although the external indebtedness of Jordan will 
rise a little bit in absolute figures during 1998. it 
will actually be reduced relative to the growing size 
of the economy measured by GDP, which is estimat- 
ed to rise by at least 8 per cent in current prices, of 
which 3 per cent represent inflation and 5 per cent 


represent real growth. 

The ratio of external debt to GDP by the end of 
1998 will be just below 85 per cent. This is a rea- 
sonable ratio if compared to the ratio recorded eight 
vears ago (above 200 per cent) yet it remains rather 
high according to the taste of foreign investors who 
do^n’t like to see external debt in a host country 

above 75 per cent of GDP. ... 

Jordan's external indebtedness is a big problem 
which no one expects to be solved overnight. It 
lakes time, austerity, and high growth. What counts 
is that the problem is now under control, thanks to 
the strict adherence to the International Monetary 
Fund economic programme. ... 

Finally we should note that 1998 may be the lost 
year of rescheduling availability as all amounts due 
on 1999 and beyond are not eligible for reschedule 
in" either because they were rescheduled before, or 
because thev relate to loans withdrawn after the cut- 
off date of 1/1/1989. 


The Kyoto Protocol: Too little, too fast 


By G wynne Dyer 

DO YOU want it good, or do you want it 
now? 

At one point this week, when the 
marathon 160-country talks in Kyoto on a 
global warming treaty were heading into 
overtime, one of the 9,000 exhausted diplo- 
mats. campaigners and journal ists at the 
event begged Raul Estrada Oyuela. the 
Argentine conference chairman, to set a 
final deadline. “The deadline?" Estrada 
murmured into the mike. “It is the end of 
the world, no?" 

If that's the question, then Kyoto's 
answer was spectacularly inadequate. The 
‘Kyoto Protocol' to the 1992 Climate 
Change Treaty will not even slow the rate 
at which ‘greenhouse gasses' are accumu- 
lating in the atmosphere. It is not a good 
treaty, and some argue that we should not 
settle for a bad one just to have it now. 

To begin with, the target over which the 
eleven days of haggling took place was far 
too low. The focus was on whether the 38 
industrialised countries would get back 
down to their 1990 emission level for car- 
bon dioxide and other major greenhouse 
gasses, or 5 per cent below it. or 10 per 
cent, or 15 percent — as though the 1990 
level was a reasonable benchmark. 

But it wasn't. It was a wildly dangerous 
and irresponsible level that was the result 
of over a century of uncontrolled industri- 
alisation in Europe.’ North America and 
Japan. It means billions of tonnes of green- 
house gasses accumulate in the atmosphere 
every year. It doesn't ■stabilise' anything. 


Nine of the world's 10 warmest recorded 
years have been since 1983, and this year 
was the wannest ever. Four British scien- 
tists who were lead authors of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change’s report to the Kyoto meeting 
recently published estimates that the differ- 
ence between a complete failure to agree at 
Kyoto and agreement on the most radical 
reductions (the Brazilian proposal for 30 
per cent cuts) would be miniscule. 

By the year 2050, they calculated, the gap 
between the worst-case and best-case out- 
comes at Kyoto would only account for a 
difference of between 1.4 and 1.2 degrees 
Centigrade (2.5 and 2.1 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in the total amount that the 
planet warms up. 

They even calculated how many lives 
might be saved by the best outcome. It 
isn’t many. “If by trying to curb global 
wanning. Kyoto removes 4 million people 
from the risk of hunger and 3 million from 
the risk of flooding." asked Mike Hulme of 
the Climate Research Unit at the University 
of East Anglia, “who is going to address the 
plight of the remaining 18 or 20 million 
who will suffer these impacts of climate 
change whatever Kyoto might achieve?" 

In the end. the great majority of industri- 
alised countries senled for cuts of between 
6 and 8 per cent (though Australia got an 8 
per cent rise, and Iceland 10 percent — the 
collective average cut is only 5.2 per cent). 
And none of these emission cuts, marginal 
as they are, come into effect for 1 1 years: 
the signatories are only obliged to reach 
their targets between 2008 and 2012. 


Orange juice at issue 


By Shada Islam 

BRUSSELS — The 
European Union's (EU) 
relations with Israel have 
hit another low but. this 
time, not over politics. 
EU policy-makers have 
no illusions about Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s 
lack of commitment to 
the Oslo accords and 
remain opposed to his 
policy of Israeli settle- 
ments on Arab lands. 
Their fight with Israel for 
the moment, however, is 
about orange juice, not 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

EU officials have 
accused Israel of deliber- 
ately Flouting the rules of 
origin included in a free 
trade pact signed by the 
two sides in 1995. EU 
trade experts say they 
have “well founded" 
doubts about the validity 
of certain certificates of 
origin delivered by the 
Israeli authorities for 
exports of orange juice 
and other products to the 
European market. All 
European importers of 
Israeli produce have heen 
warned of EU fears that 
Israeli orange juice manu- 
facturers are mixing local 
juice with concentrate 
imported from Brazil and 
the United Slates in viola- 
tion of the t'-?e trade 
agreement. 

Under the terms of the 
free trade deal. Israeli 
products get duty-free 
access to the EU market, 
provided they meet cer- 
tain strict rules on the 
national origin of goods. 
The EU says’ its investiga- 
tors have discovered evi- 
dence that Israel is flout- 
ing these rules by using a 
high percentage of for- 
eign inputs and then pass- 
ing off the products as 
wholly “made in Israel." 
The European 

Commission has warned 


importers that they could 
end up paying up to $45 
million in fines if they 
purchase Israeli goods on 
the basis of these certifi- 
cates. 

“There are shortcom- 
ings in the Israeli system 
for controlling the origin 
nf goods.” an EU official 
commented, adding that 
the Israeli authorities had 
also shown a lack of 
cooperation with Brussels 
on the issue. A special 
meeting of the EU-lsrael 
cooperation council was 
called on November 28 to 
discuss the problem. 


[European] 
Union officials 
do not deny 
that their 
patience with 
Israeli policies 
has worn 
extremely thin . 


Not surprisingly. Israel 
has accused the El* of 
mixing business and poli- 
tics. “This is a commer- 
cial issue which they have 
inflated into a political 
issue." said Zohar Peri, 
director of trade adminis- 
tration in Israel’s ministry 
for trade and industry. 
“There is an irrelevant 
political element to this. 
Maybe they're doing this 
to impress the Arabs that 
they are pressuring 
Israel." 

Union officials do not 
deny that their patience 
with Israeli policies has 
worn extremely thin. But 
they insist that the rules- 
of-origin quarrel is being 
dealt with on its own mer- 
its. “We've had our 
doubts about the validity 


of Israeli export certifi- 
cates for a long-time 
now." one official com- 
mented. “This is a ques- 
tion of non-discrimina- 
lion. Everyone has to 
respect internationally 
agreed trade rules." 

Meanwhile, the 15 ELI 
governments have also 
been trying to harness 
support for their “code of 
good conduct" for isracli- 
Palestinian relations. 
Luxembourg's foreign 
minister. Jacques Poos, 
who is also the current 
president of the Council 
of Ministers, visited 
Israel and a number of 
Arab countries on 
November 10-14 to pro- 
mote the code as well as 
underline (he Ell’s hopes 
of reinforcing its political 
presence in the region. 
The aim of the code is to 
safeguard what has been 
achieved so far in the 
peace process and to 
introduce “co n fide lice - 

building measures” on 
both sides. 

Much to the EU's dis- 
may. Israeli- Arab ill-feel- 
ing has spilled over into 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
dialogue launched in 
Barcelona in November 
1995. Moroccu has can- 
celled a meeting of Euro- 
Medilerrunean industry 
ministers which was 
scheduled for Rubai at the 
end of October. Although 
no official explanation 
has been provided. 
Moroccan officials made 
it dear that a number of 
Arab delegations were 
not prepared to meet 
Israeli government repre- 
sentatives within the 
framework of the Euro- 
Mediterranean dialogue. 
The EU is hoping to 
reconvene the meeting, 
but no dates have been 


Middle East Inicrnotiunii! 


Moreover, the United Slates, against bit- 
ter opposition, demanded and got a clause 
on “emissions trading" that will lei it “buy 
up" any reductions that other countries 
make beyond rheir allotted targets, and 
apply them against its own quota. This is 
the perfect loophole. The industrial col- 
lapse in former Soviet-bloc countries since 
1990 has resulted in huge involuntary cuts 
in their greenhouse gas emissions (28 per- 
cent in Russia's case). So they can now sell 
their right to pollute up to ihe 1990 level to 
countries like the United States, Canada. 
Japan and Australia that want to go on 
expanding their emissions. 

In theory, at least, the LIS. could buy 
enough emission rights to meet the 2012 
target without even having to cut its current 
3 per cent annual growth in emissions. It 
would simply buy in the pollution rights of 
other players — and since it would be the 
only major customer, the rights ought not 
be too expensive. 

Small wonder that Selwyn Gummer, 
environment minister in the former 
Conservative government in Britain. lost it 
completely near the end of the Kyoto con- 
ference. “We are not talking about piddling 
trade negotiations over the price of beans 
here," he raged. “We are talking 
about.. .whether Bangladesh and 36 small 
island states disappear beneath the sea. We 
are talking about the richest nation in the 
world playing games with the lives of the 
poorest.” Well, yes. but the poor aren't 
being very responsible either. It’s all very 
well to blame the industrialised countries 
for most of the eurrem problem, but if you 


share a sinking lifeboat with them, you 
should probably help with the bailing. The 
flat refusal of developing countries to 
accept any emission controls is as wrong- 
headed as the 95-0 vote in the U.S. Senate 
earlier this year rejecting any elimaie 
change treaty that doesn't force them to. 

“What we have here is not ratifiable in the 
Senate in my judgement," said U.S. Senator 
John Kerry, an" environmental advocate 
who was present in Kyoto, and in fact 
President Bill Clinton is not likely to sub- 
mit it for ratification any time soon. Critical 
issues like enforcement and the rules for 
trading emissions credits have been left to a 
follow-on conference in Argentina next 
November. So was Kyoto worth all the 
trouble and expense ? Yes. 

As with the 1988 Montreal Protocol on 
the ozone layer, review conferences will 
tighten the emissions targets and deadlines. 
The developing countries will inevitably be 
drawn in by the cunning provision that only 
those countries that set voluntary limits can 
take pan in emissions trading and ‘“oint 
implementation" (where industrialised 
countries pay for cleaning up industry in 
developing nations in return for credits on 
their own emissions targets). 

The Centre for European Policy Studies 
in Brussels got it dead right. “A preoccupa- 
tion with targets overlooks the real mean- 
ing of Kyoto.” said CEPS researcher 
Christian Egenhofer. “The real importance 
of Kyoto is that it marks a change of para- 
digm. The period of ever-increasing green- 
house gas emissions is definitely over, and 
we enter a phase of reduction.” 


LETTERS 


‘Silencing ordinary voices’ ' 


Tn the Editor: 

I AM WRITING with regards tn Dr. 
Ahmad Y Mujdnubvh’s misleading and 
disturbing commentary on freedom of 
expression (“Exercising freedom of 
expression takes competence." Jordan 
Times. Dec. 1 1- 1 2). The article. I think, 
is a testimony to the enduring and out- 
dated belief in Jordan that freedom of 
expression must he controlled, moni- 
tored. and that only certain types of “edu- 
cated" people should have the upper 
hand in criticising and in voicing an 
opinion. This has conic to be used, time 
and time again, in Jordan, with ulterior 
motives, to silence the voices of the 
“ordinary man" in the street. 

The architects of Western democracy, 
which has proven, beyond a shadow of "a 
doubt, that it holds many freedoms and 
rights which are desperately lacking in 
other areas ol the world, particularly our 
neck of the woods (the Middle East)’ like 
Mill and Jefferson, contend that the only 
means to find the Truth would be to allow 
everybody to voice an opinion. In manv 
historical cases, it was the opinion of the 
man in the street that made the difference 
and that resulted in constructive change, 
and not that ol the academe or the exalt- 
ed philosopher. 

Dr. MujdoubehV. article is rife with 
inaccuracies and misinterpretations, 
which are cushioned to further his 
regressive argument. His Taels' arc dis- 
torted. He says “ihat there is hardly any 
serious political, economic or social* mat- 
ter of public concern which one cannot 
tackle." I wonder how many people hon- 
estly believe this to be true. I have pub- 
lished several articles and letters in the 
Jordan Times, and every time. I have 
some subtle changes made cither by 
mysell or by the newspaper because they 
are inappropriate. Until when do we 
have to continue the process of lying to 
ourselves, of indulging in false pride? I 
recognize the strides made in Jordan, but 
we have to continue criticism, and for us 
to reach the higher goals we seek, of a 
truly dcmocractic society which rewards 


merit and which is open to criticism from 
all sides. 

Dr. Majdoubeh and others like him 
quality their assertions by readily com- 
paring Jordan to surrounding countries. 
As has been noted by many critics tl 
shall not name anybody in particular), we 
should compare ourselves with countries 
that have succeeded in fermenting true 
democracy and freedom of speech and 
not countries where critics are chastised 
and where there lurks a rule of iron. . 
repressive law. The continual refusal to 
compare ourselves to more successful j 
forms of democracy, is indicative. I ; 
believe of wounded pride, of a tradition- ' 
al skepticism and envy from Western cul- j 
tural values. It is no excuse to say “well, j 
wc have a better democracy than the one ■ 
in Syria" for the flaws that exist in our f 
system. 

Another avenue the author visits is the | 
alleged nature of those who criticise and 
who yearn lor greater democracy, us 
being either “nihilistic "'and "dictatorial" 
or those who do not “have the skill to 
communicate or express themselves.” ! 
This is offensive and misleading jargon, j 
and is hauntingly similar to the days of j 
the McCarthy w itchunts in America dur- ; 
ing the 1950s when almost anybody was I 
described as a "communist."' Of course . 
the tide of history turned aganW j 
McCarthy, and now America has lived up i 
to many of its constitutional freedoms- | 
Similar to McCarthy. Dr. Majdoubeh. { 
would describe anybody who criticises ns ; 
either a nihilist or uneducated. I am nei’ j 
ther a nihilist. 1 am not uneducated, and I . 
want greater freedom: so described thou- ; 
sands of Jordanians. I realise that flirt* j 
are many writers who lack the “sophist’' ( 
cation or "skill" to effectively express ' 
but it is wrong to hold that against them. ! 
The real flaws lie in a government edf* | 
cational system which does not encour- I 
age discussion and freedom of expre;- j 
sion. To blame the students and the writ- : 
ers is pure malice. j 

j 

Marwan Hanan** ! 

Cornell University j 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions fmm its render* ™ //tf I 

I 

' “ ■ tellers are subject to editing and abridging. ' ! 
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King says Jordan faces most difficult circumstances, 
asks Parliamentarians to face upcoming challenges 
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(Continued from page 1) 

for tbe Parliament to 
address,” added the King. 

Referring to the term he 
used in his Speech from the 
Throne that the Palestinian 
capiral should be “in 
Jerusalem," the King said: 
“If we go back to the origi- 
nal U.N. resolutions on the 
partitioning of Palestine, 
the city should have been 
internationalised. But we 
have salvaged the Holy 
City of Jerusalem through 
our army who offered mar- 
tyrs in and around the city. 
At the time there was an 
objection regarding the 
partitioning of the city 
because it was to include 
east Jerusalem and the 
walled city. So we said the 
partition should involve 
west as well as east 
Jerusalem.” 

He said: “Jerusalem 

remains in our minds and 
our conscience and hearts 
day and night and AJ Hus- 
sein Ben Ali lies buried in 
A1 Aqsa where the late 
King Abdullah fell as mar- 
tyr along with the other 
Jordanian martyrs who 
defended the city. Ours is 
not a direct responsibility 
for Jerusalem but this does 
not absolve us from hon- 
ouring our duty towards the 
city because we don’t want 
to leave a vacuum for oth- 
ers to exploit, particularly 
Israel. In the peace treaty 
with Israel there is a certain 
provision for Jordan's role 
in the holy city.” 

Referring to the present 
status of Jerusalem, he said 
the city is now covering a 
very large area of land 
equal to one-fifth of the 
whole West Bank. 

“So when we say the cap- 


ital of the Palestinians in 
Jerusalem, we mean it 
should be in Jerusalem 
proper because the city has 
been occupied territory 
since 1967 and should be 
returned to its owners. We 
do not accept a Jerusalem 
on another site” said the 
King. 

The King added: “The 
holy places should be open 
for the followers of the 
tlyee monotheistic reli- 
gions and there must be a 
system to guarantee the 
rights of all, otherwise it 
will be a source of more 
wars in the future. Jordan 
will do its best to help the 
Palestinians to regain their 
rights and to establish their 
independent state with their 
capital in Jerusalem.” 

The King stressed that 
Jordan will continue to 
assume its responsibility of 
caring for the holy places, 
expressing hope that the 
Palestinians will reach the 
stage when they exercise 
this right. 

Referring to Jordan’s 
relations with Israel, the 
King said Jordan has 
regained its right in lands 
and water resources 
through a peace treaty. 

“Now we are in a position 
to strongly and logically 
address the Israelis and the 
Jewish community in the 
tj.S. and elsewhere. I can 
say they listen to us and 
share with us the concern 
over the adamant Israeli 
stands and Israel's disre- 
gard of its commitment to 
the peace process especial- 
ly on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track, “ pointed the King. 

Referring to the Israeli 
society. King Hussein said: 
“They face the same prob- 
lem and they have similar 


aspirations but the mistakes 
come from those who are 
narrow-minded and who 
have no regard for future 
generations and this is a 
cause for danger because it 
might lead to an explosion. 
The majority of people are 
using their common sense. 
Unless this problem is 
solved, the danger will not 
affect only this pan uf the 
world but the whole 
world.” 

The King warned that the 
Middle East including 
Israel could be transformed 
into an arsenal of mass- 
destruction weapons, any 
mistake would bring this 
region to its end. 

King Hussein said that 
Jordan faced many chal- 
lenges and difficulties in 
the past few years and he 
recalled that in 1990 Jordan 
was in confrontation with 
the United States and the 
U.S. led coalition against 
Iraq in order to avert the 
disaster which had befallen 
the region and the war 
which followed the occu- 
pation of Kuwait. 

He said that Jordan is still 
trying to overcome the con- 
sequences of the Gulf crisis 
for which it had paid a 
heavy price. 

King Hussein criticised 
Jordanian papers which 
continually attack the U.S. 
and said that “our rights 
can be regained through 
dialogue and reason and 
not by offending others." 

He said : “Jordan is about 
to receive U.S. fighter 
planes and has already 
received shipments of 
weapons and the debts to 
the United States had been 
cancelled. We have to 
admit that the U.S. is help- 
ing us to shoulder our 


responsibilities towards 
budding our nation.” 

He added that Jordan’s 
affiliation to the NATO 
alliance gives it an oppor- 
tunity to obtain modem 
weapons and military 
expertise at reduced prices. 

“If we curse others and 
offend their feelings what 
will we gain? There are 
those who try to ruin our 
relations with the others so 
that we cannot progress 
and develop. The U.S. is 
the sole superpower and it 
is in our inrerest ro have it 
on our side rather than 
against us.” stressed the 
King. 

Referring to the press in 
Jordan, he said: “Parlia- 
ment has to discuss the sta- 
tus of the press and journal- 
ism in Jordan. It is regret- 
table that our press has 
damaged our relations with 
the Arab World and they 
had exploited freedom and 
democracy. At one point 
we felt that some groups 
were intent on destroying 
this democracy.” 

The King warned Parlia- 
ment that there are many 
issues at hand that should 
be addressed and closely 
dealt with and that the 
country requires serious 
efforts to solve these prob- 
lems. citing the problems 
of drug-addiction and 
crime. 

Referring to the Islamic 
conference in Tehran, he 
said the meeting has 
opened a new chapter of 
Islamic inter-relations. 

The King also voiced Jor- 
dan's appreciation for the 
release of two 'Jordanian 
prisoners of war. saying 
that Iran has taken a noble 
and honourable stand in 
freeing the prisoners. 


Cabinet expected to win House 
confidence after scrutiny on draft laws 


(Continued from page 1) 

obtain its vote of confidence," 
deputy Hamadah Fara’aneh 
(Amman) told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Fara’aneh, who said he 
plans to vote for the govern- 
ment. added thai he expects 40- 
50 deputies to vote in favour of 
the 24-member Cabinet. The 
debate, to open today, is seen by 
deputies as the first real chance 
for them to flex their muscles 
before their eager constituents, 
they said. 

Other deputies will use the 
debate to quash widespread 
popular con tendon that the Par- 
liament is a rubber stamp 
because of its current composi- 
tion — 64 tribal leaders and 
pro-government figures. 


House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Srour is trying to limit the dura- 
tion of speakers’ speeches to 
five minutes each to end the 
debate in two to three days. But 
many deputies were unhappy 
because they say the allocated 
time is too short for them to 
express tbeir concerns. 

Dr. Majali, who took over in 
March while the House was in 
recess, has been at loggerheads 
with the Islamist-led opposition 
that boyconed the elections. 
The Islamic Action From 
(IAF), political arm of the pow- 
erful Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, and eight political 
parties boycotted this year's 
ballot in potest at what they 
said was a steady erosion of 
parliamentary authority under 
successive governments. 


Many opposition figures and 
politicians fear that the legisla- 
tion thar the government 
intends to present to Parliament 
would further curb public free- 
doms. His Majesty King Hus- 
sein renewed his confidence in 
Dr. Majali in a letter he sent him 
on Dec. 4. In the letter, which 
focused on Jordan's position on 
the peace process, the King 
bailed the prime minister’s 
leadership skills and his role in 
conducting free and democratic 
elections — a main point held 
against the Cabinet by its vocal 
opposition. 

The Nov. 4 elections were the 
second supervised by Dr. 
Majali in his capacity as prime 
minister. 

When Dr. Majali presented 
his first government to Parlia- 


ment in 1 993, 4 1 out of the pre- 
sent 79 deputies gave him con- 
fidence. 29 withheld it and nine 
abstained. 

According to the Constitu- 
tion, only when an absolute 
majority of 41 deputies deny 
the Cabinet their vote of confi- 
dence. would the government 
fall. In that case, the King can 
either appoint a new prime min- 
ister or ask the same prime min- 
ister to form a new government. 

Dr. Majali, who has been put 
between a rock and a hard place 
several times, was criticised in 
1993 for passing the provision- 
al Election Law, and this year 
for amending the Press and 
Publications Law. which 
sparked a heated debate on 
Wednesday when the law was 
presented to the House. 


Jordan wants ties with Iran based on respect, 
dialogue amongst nations — Crown Prince 


(Continued from page T) 

cooperation with the Islamic 
World. 

“We will respond to every 
positive step with a positive 
one.” 

Jordan does not have strong 
links with organisations hos- 
tile to the Iranian regime and 
does not maintain any relation 
with Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, he 
said. 

Asked if Jordan plans to 
mediate between the U.S. and 
Iran, Prince Hassan said: ‘We 
have not contemplated such an 
idea, but I want to stress here 
that Jordan has refused the 
[U.S.] policy of dual contain- 
ment which is directed at Iraq 
and Iran because it is point- 
less." 

"Our relations with the U.S. 


Jordan will not forgive those who 
spill its citizens’ blood — Monarch 


(Contained from page 1) 

a visit by Iraqi officials in 
“the near future” to the 
Kingdom to speed up recon- 
ciliation between the two 
countries. 

The statements of the 
ambassador and Mr. Rashid 
came 48 hours after His 
Majesty King Hussein 
denounced the executions 
and described the act as “a 
heinous crime.” 

A government official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said that a meet- 
ing took place between 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali and Iraqi Vice Presi- 
dent Taha Yassin Ramadan 
on the fringes of the Islamic 
Conference. 

“Mr. Majali demanded the 
release of Jordanian prison- 


ers in Iraq and Mr. Ramadan 
promised to do his best to 
resolve the deadlock,” said 
the official. 

On Friday, the bodies of 
Rizq Bsharah and Waleed 
Nseirai were buried in their 
native hometowns in 
Amman and Irbid respec- 
tively. 

The bodies of Sa'ad and 
Salah AI Dowji. the other 
two Jordanians who were 
hanged to death, w ere buried 
last week in the Iraqi capital. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi told reporters on 
Saturday that the govern- 
ment had exercised “every 
effort to revoke the death 
sentences of the four Jorda- 
nians” 

“We hope that the present 
contacts with the Iraqi gov- 


ernment will result in releas- 
ing the fifth person sen- 
tenced to death in Iraqi jails,” 
Dr. Mutawi said. 

‘They promised to look 
sympathetically at the Jor- 
danian requests,” said the 
minister. He declined to 
elaborate. Dr. Mutawi 
emphasised that the foreign 
minister, who met with Jor- 
dan’s charge d’affaires in 
Baghdad after he was sum- 
moned to Amman, is prepar- 
ing a “comprehensive 
report” on the subject thar 
would be released soon. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment does not have 
enough information about 
the number of Jordanian 
prisoners in Iraq. 

But unofficial estimates 
put the number of detainees 
in Iraq at several hundreds. 


Meanwhile, two 

international human rights 
groups criticised Iraq for 
executing the four Jordani- 
ans and demanded Baghdad 
ensure the safety of a fifth 
who is facing death penalty. 

“The execution of four Jor- 
danian nationals on Dec. S, 
1997 in Baghdad has height- 
ened fears for the life of a 
fifth Jordanian sentenced to 
death in recent days,” said a 
statement by tbe London- 
based Amnesty 

International. 

The group urged to send 
messages, telegrams and 
faxes to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Interior Minis- 
ter Mohammed Abdul Raz- 
zaq and Justice Minister 
Shabib Maliki to ensure the 
safety of Mr. Sbehabeddine. 
the two-page statement said 


The New York-based 
Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) sent a letter to Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein 
expressing its “deep concern 
over the execution of the 
four Jordanians." 

‘The HRW, which oppose 
the use of the death penalty 
in all cases, said it was espe- 
cially troubled by several 
recent rulings by the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council 
greatly expanding the num- 
ber of crimes punishable by 
death.” said the group's 
stare meat, which was faxed 
to the Jordan Times. 

“HRW called on the Iraqi 
government to release full 
information about the trial of 
the four, including tbe pre- 
cise charges and the text of 
the judgement against 
them...,” said the statement 


Parliament pledges to execute King’s 
directives hand-in-hand with cabinet 


( Continued from page 1) 
Mr. Srour. 

Stressing that the House 
will pursue the King’s direc- 
tives in transforming the Jor- 
danian society into a produc- 
tive society, Mr. Srour said 
the House “will give due 
attention to the liberalisation 
of the economy, the opening 
of markets and the flow of 
international trade by giving 
special encouragement and 
care to the private sector 
through laws and legislation 
which will help attract 
investments. These mea- 
sures are bound to help 
address poverty and unem- 
ployment.” 

Referring to the role of 
Jordanian women, Mr. Srour 
said that “social and human- 
itarian aspects require from 
us to remain committed to 
giving Jordanian women a 
role to play in socio-eco- 
nomic development, in pro- 
duction and in social work. 
The House will enact laws 
on social work and health 
insurance to safeguard the 
right of women in society." 

“The House will also give 
due care to questions related 
to children, the men of 
tomorrow. We will provide 
the necessary legislation 
enabling children to grow in 
a sound atmosphere that 
will help ensure their physi- 


cal. social and mental 
health." Mr. Srour added. 

He said that Parliament 
will give due care to social 
issyes that are no less impor- 
tant than economic matters 
and “it will enact legislation 
to promote the role of devel- 
opment funds, promote 
vocational training pro- 
grammes, boost tourism and 
increase incentives for 
investments in various 
regions to benefit the Jor- 
danian community in the 
different parts of the King- 
dom." 

Mr. Srour said that the 
House “will give due care to 
the modernisation of laws to 
ensure the basic rights of all 
citizens, giving them the 
freedom of expression with- 
in the framework of the law.’ 

"We realise the importance 
of enacting a modem elec- 
tions law that can cater to the 
political and social changes 
in society, and the require- 
ments of the coming century 
and which should ensure 
equality and justice. This 
requires close cooperation 
with the govemraenL’ Mr. 
Srour pointed out 

Mr. Srour reviewed Jor- 
dan’s efforts to help secure a 
comprehensive peace based 
on U.N. resolutions but said 
Israel has been aborting this 
process. 

“The present government 


in Israel has turned its back 
on commitments made to 
the international community 
by insisting on building 
more settlements on Arab 
lands and has been intent on 
aborting the peace process 
and disregarding the calls 
for peace that would ensure 
the rights of all peoples in 
the region,’’ he noted. 

"In the view of this situa- 
tion, Parliament believes 
that all .Arab countries are 
called on to shoulder their 
responsibilities, reestablish 
their solidarity and create a 
united front that would force 
Israel to comply with the 
requirements of peace.” he 
added. 

With reference, to Palestine 
he said the Parliament sup- 
ports “Your Majesty’s stand 
with regard to the Palestin- 
ian brothers within the 
course of tbe peace process 
and confirms Jordan’s role 
as seeking the establishment 
of an independent Palestin- 
ian state on the Palestinian 
homeland with its capital in 
Jerusalem” 

Referring to Iraq, Mr. 
Srour reiterated Jordan's 
commitment to back the 
Iraqi people's endeavour to 
lift the sanctions and Jor- 
dan’s continued efforts to 
safeguard Iraq’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity and 
alleviate the sufferings of the 


Iraqi people. 

In its reply to the Speech 
from the Throne, the Senate 
said that the King’s address 
to Parliament “embodied a 
clear vision about the chal- 
lenges facing the country.” 

“The Senate pledges to 
shoulder full responsibility 
towards cooperation with 
the executive authority in 
enacting and endorsing laws 
and legislation that tend to 
boost construction and 
development and will partic- 
ularly help in enacting a new 
elections law that can cater 
to the social and political 
development needs,” said 
the reply delivered by Sen- 
ate Speaker Zeid Rifai. 

“The Senate will help 
enact laws that would ensure 
justice and equality among 
Jordanians and will help 
promote laws on political 
parties and professional 
unions to help promote the 
role of unions and will give 
due attention to the Press 
and Publications Law with a 
view to promoting the role 
of journalism,” Mr- Rifai 
said. 

He said that the Senate 
highly values the role of the 
Armed and Security Forces 
and will support all govern- 
ment efforts designed to pro- 
mote their role in protecting 
security and defending the 
nation. 


Lauding King Hussein's 
endeavours to back tbe 
Palestinian people's struggle 
for freedom, the Senate 
president said: “The 

Hashemites have offered 
great sacrifices for the Pales- 
tinian cause and have sup- 
ported the Palestinian 
National Authority with all 
available means to establish 
a Palestinian independent 
state on Palestinian national 
soil with its capital in 
Jerusalem.” 

He said that the Senate 
shares with the King his 
view “that despite the cur- 
rent Israeli obstacles in the 
path of peace, the people’s 
determination to attain peace 
will eventually overcome all 
these obstacles.” 

Referring to the economy. 
Mr. Rifai backed the coun- 
try’s ongoing implementa- 
tion of the economic restruc- 
turing programme which has 
had its favourable impact on 
the development of the 
national economy and help- 
ing the country to deal with 
unemployment and poverty. 

He said that Jordan’s sign- 
ing of the European associa- 
tion agreement, its endeav- 
ours to liberalise trade and 
open the door for investment 
are bound to help the coun- 
try achieve economic 
progress. 


and tbe West are based on the 
concept that engagement in 
dialogue does not mean 
endorsement of tbe other 
party's stands.” 

Responding to a question 
about the OIC summit resolu- 
tion on Jerusalem that paid 
tribute to His Majesty King 
Hussein's efforts in restoring 
the holy places of Jerusalem. 
Prince Hassan said: “We do 
not demand thanks for our 
duty. But here we are talking 
about the third restoration of 
the Dome of tbe Rock and the 
continuation of the task which 
was starred by Al Hussein Ben 
Ali upon his departure from 
Mecca for exile, who held to 
his principle of granting self- 
determination to the Arab peo- 
ple. 

“At the time, there was no 
such concept as the Palestin- 
ian people, in contemporary 
sense, that was at the end of 
the World War L 

“We are talking about a cer- 
tain leader who led the renais- 
sance movement, and who 
was exiled and whose body is 
now lying in rest in Al Aqsa. 
We are talking about the 
founder of the Kingdom, die 
late King Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein who led the Arab 
Army. We are talking about 
the martyrs of the Arab Array 
in Jerusalem.” 

“The time has come for us to 
work for the future on solid 
principles. It is not too much 
for Jordan’s martyrs to be 
appreciated neither is it too 
much for the King of Jordan to 
be accredited for his achieve- 


ments. 

Asked if Jordan has any 
political ambition in 
Jerusalem, the Crown Prince 
said: “Jerusalem served as the 
political capital of Palestine, 
and the city accounts for one 
fifth of the whole area of the 
occupied territories. But we 
view Jerusalem as a dear part 
of Palestine.” 

Referring to relations with 
the Palestinians, Prince Has- 
san noted that ‘Palestine 
imports from Israel 240 times 
more than it imports from Jor- 
dan. but we have kept the 
bridges open with the occu- 
pied lands because their clo- 
sure could result in depriving 
the Palestinians of the option 
of looking towards dealing 
with Arab countries, which 
means leaving the Palestinians 
at tbe mercy of the Israeli 
occupation. 

“Jordan has a special rela- 
tionship with the Palestinians 
and we hope that tbe occupa- 
tion will end and that an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state will 
be established on Palestinian 
soil.” 

In reply to a question on 
whether Jordan plans to 
undertake certain measures 
against Iraq in retaliation for 
the execution of four Jordan- 
ian accused of smuggling. 
Prince Hassan said: "There is 
a great deal of disgust at pre- 
sent especially after the two 
countries had had a strong 
relationship and since Jondan 
has served as a natural conduit 
for Iraqis to reach the outside 
world geographically and 


politically.” 

Referring to the plight of the 
Iraqis under the sanctions, he 
said: “We feel with utmost bit- 
terness the sufferings of more 
than 26 per cent of the Iraqi 
people who face problems of 
poverty and lack of food. 

“We demand that the human 
rights of the Iraqis be respect- 
ed and that the weapon of 
sanctions and siege should Dot 
be employed to inflict collec- 
tive torture. Our objection on 
the siege to Iraq also applies to 
the siege imposed on Iran, 
Libya and Sudan.” 

Prince Hassan further noted 
that the Jordanian people are 
dismayed and disgusted at tbe 
execution. 

“We have expressed our- 
selves clearly to the Iraqi gov- 
ernment that its actions are 
totally unacceptable, especial- 
ly as Jordanian detainees have 
been in Iraqi jails for a very 
long time 

Asked whether Jordan pro- 
posed a federation in Iraq as a 
solution to the Iraqi crisis. 
Prince Hassan said: “We have 
not suggested any federation 
but we hope to see respect in 
Iraq for political pluralism 
within the framework of a 
Kurdish Arab identity and 
respect of Shiites' rights. 

“In our view, this concept 
should be applied in the whole 
region if it seeks to widen the 
base of participation in deci- 
sion making and enhance free- 
dom.” 


OIC summit opens new chapter 
in Iranian- Jordanian relations 


(Continued from page 1) 

visiting Jordan shortly, 
although no date has yet 
been set. Dr. Tarawneb said. 

In cbe immediate future, 
the two countries will imple- 
ment a trade agreement 
signed over two months ago 
and will open talks on oper- 
ating direct air links between 
tbe two capitals. 

Jordan! an-Irani an relations 
have been tense since the 
Islamist revolution that top- 
pled Shah Reza Pahlavi, 
once a close ally of Jordan. 
Opposing political positions 
on major regional issues 
such as the 1980-88 Iraq- 
Iran war, and the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, have 
further clouded ties. 

Bilateral ties were sus- 
pended in 1980 after 
Amman announced its sup- 
port for Iraq in its war 
against Iran. Diplomatic 
contacts were resumed in 
1991, but since have 
remained minimal and, at 
times, tense. Tehran’s strong 
opposition to the Middle 
East peace process, and its 
alleged funding of terrorism 
in the region, have com- 
pelled Amman to take a cau- 
tious political stand towards 
tbe Islamic Republic since 
the resumption of bilateral 
ties six years ago. 

Analysts, however, are 
quick to point out that after 
Jordan signed its peace 
treaty with tbe Jewish state 
in 1994, Tehran did not cut 
diplomatic relations with 
Amman, despite its ideolog- 
ical opposition to peace 
making with the Jewish 
Stare. 

They attributed this to 
Tehran’s understanding of 
Amman’s strategic need to 


make peace with its Jewish 
neighbour. 

In talks with Iranian offi- 
cials. and in public meetings. 
Crown Prince Hassan 
stressed the need for Iran 
and other Arab and Muslim 
countries to “respect the par- 
ticularities of each state, as 
well as the concept of non- 
interference, in accordance 
with international norms of 
behaviour.” said a source — 
a request which the Iranians 
accepted, he added. 

“In meetings with His 
Royal Highness. Mr. 
Khamenei and Mr. Kha tami 
expressed their uunosr desire 
in improving relations, with 
full acceptance of differ- 
ences in policies.” said the 
source. 

According to officials, the 
Jordanian delegation partic- 
ularly welcomed Iran’s con- 
demnation of terrorism and 
its stated commitment to the 
principle of non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other 
states, that were included in 
the Tehran Declaration. 

Tehran's approval of these 
two principles — major con- 
cerns of Jordanian and Arab 
leaders — is taken to signal 
a change in Iran’s modus 
operandi in the region, ana- 
lysts maintained. 

The officials and analysts, 
however, said they sensed a 
marked change in Tehran’s 
policy towards the peace 
process in general. 

Privately, they said, senior 
Iranian officials demonstrat- 
ed a surprising acceptance of 
Arab- Israeli reconciliation 
— a move certain to bring 
Iran closer to the Arab 
world, and ease its relations 
with the West. 

Moreover, while Iranian 
officials publicly stressed 


that the Islamic Republic 
would not sign peace with 
Israel, one official told the 
Jordan Times that, in private, 
some Iranian officials went 
as far as saying that they 
would drop their opposition 
to the peace process alto- 
gether, if it proved to be in 
Iran's interest 

Iran’s three-year presiden- 
cy of the OIC is also bound 
to contribute to moderating 
Tehran's position vis-a-vis 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process to reflect the overall 
position of member states — 
many of whom have estab- 
lished some form of contact 
with Israel since the launch 
of the Middle East peace 
process in Madrid 1991, 
officials predict 

Interestingly. however, 
while publicly welcoming 
Iran's gradual acceptance of 
Arab-Israeli peace-making, 
some officials implicitly see 
the benefit in Iran's staunch 
stand against Israeli policies, 
viewing it as a leverage and 
a balancing tool. 

However, despite Tehran’s 
new commitment to non- 
interference and its implicit 
acceptance of the peace 
process, Amman will remain 
“on guard,” until it is provid- 
ed with sufficient proof of a 
change of heart officials and 
analysts said. 

Other Arab officials were 
quoted by international news 
agencies as saying that full 
reconciliation between Iran 
and the Arabs is “still some 
way off." 

Collective Arab rap- 
prochement with Iran, how- 
ever, is likely to ease 
improvement of relations 
between Jordan and the 
Islamic Republic, analysts 
said. 
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Landmark financial services pact agreed at WTO 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) Saturday 
reached a landmark 
agreement on global 
financial services liberal- 
isation, WTO Director 
General Renato Ruggiero 
said. 

“We have made an his- 
toric deal," Mr. Ruggiero 
told reporters. “This is a 
historic day for the world 
economy" and a “golden 
year for the international 
trading system." 

The accord hammered 
out in the 132-member 
WTO will open up world 
markets in banking, 
insurance, asset manage- 
ment and brokerage, 
industries whose rev- 
enues run into trillions of 
dollars. 

The final agreeemeni 
involves some 70 coun- 
tries and covers more 
than 95 per cent of the 
world market in this sec- 
tor. Mr. Ruggiero said. 

Washington, whose 
backing was essential for 
a pact." held out until the 
last minute and beyond, 
pushing negotiations two 
hours past a midnight 
(2300 GMT) Friday 
deadline in a bid to work 
out final details. 


The United States had 
problems with the 

Malaysian offer, and 

there were also last 
minute hitches with the 
exact wording of a deal to 
extend to other countries 
an existing Japanese 
bilateral insurance agree- 
ment with Washington. 

But the problems were 
finally resolved, with the 
LInited States making a 
partial exception of its 
market opening offer for 
Malaysia, without nam- 
ing it directly. 

This is to protect insur- 
ance company AIG, 
which has a 100 per cent 
owned Malaysian unit 
and does not warn to have 
to reduce its stake. 
Malaysia is now offering 
5 1 per cent foreign own- 
ership of insurance com- 
panies. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton welcomed the 
agreement. saying it 
would improve market 
access in areas where 
U.S. business is strong. 

It was “particularly 
encouraging that so many 
countries chose to move 
forwards raiher than 
backwards” and open 
their markets further 
given the recent financial 


crisis in South East Asia, 
Mr. Clinton said in a 
statement. 

European Commission 
Vice President Leon Brit- 
tan said “it is a very good 
deal for the world and a 
very good deal for the 
WTO." which would 
“strengthen the world 
economy" and help 
restore confidence in 
South East Asia. 

He stressed that the 
European Union (EU) 
had been right to stick to 
its guns and insist on an 
agreement giving full 
most favoured nation sta- 
tus even when many 
other countries believed 
it could not be done. 

The EU had been deter- 
mined to avoid a repeat 
performance of the sce- 
nario two years ago when 
it stepped in with an 
interim agreement after 
the United States backed 
away from a deal at the 


last minute, saying the 
Asian and Latin Ameri- 
can market opening 
offers did not go far 
enough. 

But insurers and 
bankers threw iheir 
weight behind a deal this 
time around. citing 
improvements in the lib- 
eralisation bids that some 
70 countries had put for- 
ward. 

They were quick to wel- 
come Saturday's deal. 

“It is a very good deal," 
said Bob Bastine of the 
Coalition of Service 
Industries. He said he 
hoped it would help bring 
stabilisation and 

"increase confidence in 
emerging markets." 

The U.S. Securities 
Industries Association 
said in a statement: “We 
welcome this accord 
which will accelerate the 
global trend towards 
more market oriented 


financial systems." 

Most Asian countries, 
including II nunci ally- 

strapped South Korea. 
Indonesia and Thailand, 
recipients of International 
Monetary Fund aid. 
agreed to further market 
opening moves this lime 
around. 

Mr. Ruggiero paid trib- 
ute to their efForts. saying 
“with so much of the 
world facing economic 
turbulence. *" negotiators 
from all our member 
slates have shown once 
again (he courage and 
commitment to pursue 
the policies of liberalisa- 
tion which arc essentia! 
to economic stability, 
growth and develop- 
ment." 

The size of the financial 
services sector has 
exphxied in the last 
decade. An estimated 
51.2 trillion are traded 
daily in the foreign 


exchange markets and 
total batik ing assets are 
estimated at 520 trillion, 
insurance premiums at 5- 
trillion and stock market 
capitalisation at more 
than $10 trillion. 

The United States is the 
largest, and most open 
financial services market. 
More than 40f) foreign 
insurance firms and 1 .000 
overseas banks and 
investment houses are 
already active in the U.S. 
economy. 

The agreement caps an 
“annus mirabilis” for the 
WTO. Sir Brittuii said. 

In February. 69 WTO 
members signed a deal 
liberalising telecommuni- 
cations markets and earli- 
er this month the United 
Slates, the EU. Japan and 
last December some other 
countries sealed a pact to 
eliminate tariffs on trade 
in information technolo- 
gy products by 2000. 



ROYAL SELANGOR' 5 ' 

London • Toionlo • Melbourne • Kuala Lumpur • Singapore • Hong hong • Tokyo 

You couldru g et more original ! 

Now in Amman 

At ORIENT 

Shrnfisjni Tel: 681505' 4 


GENE VA ( R / — The world 
may be becoming a more 
female-friendly place but 
corporate boardrooms are 
not. with women holding 
under three per cent of top 
management jobs in West- 
ern firms, according to a 
United Nations survey. 

Women make up over 40 
per cent of the world's 
workforce but even when 
they make it through the 
“glass ceiling" — an i nvis- 
ible barrier of male-domi- 
nated prejudices and net- 
works — they earn far less 
than men, the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
report said. 

“Almost universally, 
women have failed to reach 
leading positions in major 
corporations and private 
sector organisations irre- 
spective of their abilities." 
said author Linda Wirth. 

“The higher the position, 
the more glaring the gender 
gap," she added. 

The ILO said men tradi- 
tionally relied on “old boy" 
networks to climb up the 
ladder. 

Women were more 
“‘invisible” in the corporate 
world because they were 
less keen on informal gath- 
erings. They were also 
fighting a losing battle 
against sexual harassment. 

A British study found that 
women in one company 
subjected to continuing 
sexual harassment and bul- 
lying failed to achieve pro- 
motion whatever strategy 
thev used. 


Glass ceiling hangs heavy 
over women of the world 

“Protesting and com- 
aining earned them the 
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plaining earned them the 
label of 'feminist' and 
‘whinging' while trying to 
be ‘one of the men' invited 
further harassment." the 
rLO report said. 

A survey of 300 compa- 
nies in Britain last year 
found that just three per 
cent of board members 
were women. 

In the FTSE top 1 00 com- 
panies listed in Britain, 
women held just four per 
cent of directors' posts and 
two per cent of executive 
posts while female man- 
agers earned just 71 per 
cent of the salary of their 
male counterparts, the ILO 
said. British female man- 
agers as a whole earned S3 
per cent of the salaries of 
their male counterparts — 
putting them ahead of their 
counterparts in most other 
countries. 

The situation in Germany 
was no better. A survey of 
the 70.000 largest compa- 
nies found that women 
there held just one to three 
per cent of the top execu- 
tive and boardroom posi- 
tions. 

The ILO also reported 
that the comparatively high 
proportion of women exec- 
utives in large French com- 
panies — 13 per cent — 
was now falling again from 
1980s levels. 

American women man- 
agers were only slightly 
better off. 

The survey found that an 
above-average 46 per cent 


of the American managerial 
workforce were female, but 
that only a few made it to 
the top. 

Women accounted for 
just 1.9 per cent of the 
highest-paid director and 
top executive posts in the 
United States and held only 
2.4 per cent of the top man- 
agement jobs. the ILO said. 

Weekly earnings of 
women managers in the 
United Slates averaged jusl 
68 per cent of those of male 
managers. 

The survey said women 
had done well in the 
Netherlands, where they 
nearly doubled their repre- 
sentation in senior manage- 
ment in more than 20 per 
cent in two decades. 

In Canada, they zoomed 
up to over 20 per cent from 
just four per cent in the 
same period. Women in 
Finland and Australia were 
also increasing their repre- 
sentation in top manage- 


ment. 

The survey found that 
women were more numer- 
ous than men at the lower 
end of the pay scale, where 
there were also more job 
ghettos — when a discrim- 
inated group begin to 
become dominant in a posi- 
tion. isolating themselves 
from moving up and out. 

In Japan and the United 
States, the study found that 
certain jobs were so segre- 
gated that nearly half of the 
women professionals 
worked in just two occupa- 
tions — nursing and leach- 
ing. 

Because of the discrimi- 
nation against women in 
the workplace, the survey 
said more and more women 
were going it alone to set 
up their own businesses. 
Women run a third of all 
small and medium-sized 
U.S. firms and account for 
a third of all entrepreneurs 
in Finland. 
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ACROSS 
1 Contend 
successfully 
5 Loathe 

10 Longing 

14 Lena, the actress 

15 River ol Tours 

16 Shift- wooer's 
shift 

17 Ref. bk. 

18 Go to war 

20 Close companion 

22 1998 Ofympics 
site 

23 Diarist Nin 

24 Digestive juice 

25 Not so harsh 

27' Headwear with 

dangling bells 

31 Iroquois tribe 
members 

32 Loggins or 
Refers 

33 Spanish 
exclamation 

34 Performer's 
engagements 

35 Palm fruit 

36 Air pollution 

37 Japanese drama 

38 Cubic decimeter 

39 Laughing 
predator? 

40 Undaunted 

42 Made liquid by 
heat 

43 dixit 

44 Park. New 

Jersey 

45 Hot -platter 
platform 

48 Mended leaks 

51 Bring about 

53 Tarry 

54 Way to Rome 

55 Antigone'S uncle 

56 Space saucers 

57 Actor Parker 

53 Metric weights 

59 Partial prefix 


DOWN 

1 Buffalo Bill 

2 Spicy stew 

3 Look for trouble 

4 International 
understandings 

5 SlarinAquila 

6 Watercraft 

7 Walk on the wild 
side? 
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By Bernice Gordon 
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11 Mia" 

12 Sacred sang 

13 Former name of 
Exxon 

19 Friendly 
2l West and others 

24 Stupid mistake 

25 Musical repeat 
Sign? 

26 Hunter of stars 

27 Honored with a 
celebration 

28 wake up and get 
with it 

29 Stag 

30 Heathen 
32 Interviewer 

Comic 

35 Oil-leyel checker 

36 Contents of a 
curriculum 

38 Outcast 
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39 Sharpen 

41 Larry, the painter 

42 Pions and kaons 

44 | went to as well 

45 Wage-stave's 
refrain 

46 Solemn 
ceremony 


47 Currier and 

48 Stagger 

49 Ancient kingdom 
south or the 
Dead Sea 

50 Lucy's husband 
52 Hindu title of 

respect 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your focus is on 
money, specifically money you share with other 
neople. This could be a loan, or even the household 
account. Is vour sweetheart getting ready to 
splurge big-time on the feast for this evening? 
Maybe that S25 bottle of wine is a bit excessive 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Happy Thanks- 
giving' It’s a beautiful day to make plans and com- 
mitments. This morning, a surprise could change 
vour agenda slightly. You'll either get a legacy or 
things will cost more than you expected, or both. 
Don't worrv. Everything works out tine. ( 
GEMINI: i May 21 to June 21) You shouldn t have 
to work today — il's a holiday. Well, maybe you 
get to go out, but you're still going to stay busy. 
There's some sort of festivity going on at home. 
Are you having the dinner this year. Expect unex- 
pected company. Have a great time! 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2! i This is a good day 
for romance. You also have an intense workload. A 
lot of communications chores need to be done. You 
mav be thinking “Hey. it's my day ott! Ask your 
loved ones to help. Juggle things so you have plen- 
ty of time for vourself as well us for the others. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Happy Thanksgiving! 
Chances are good youTl be entertaining at home. 
There's also a push to travel, however. Can you do 
a little of both? Don't worry. You're up for it. You 
can gel there and back in half the lime it usually 

takes. , 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) you are 
again sharp, focused and powerful. Use informa- 
tion you've recently learned to help you save. If 
you're havins the gang over for dinner, be fore- 
warned. There will be" more people showing up 
than you invited. Everybody just likes to be around 
you, that's all. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Pool 
money to get things you need. If you’re paying off 
a legal debt, don'fcomplain. It's probably less than 
it could have been. You're pushed to do things you 
previously promised your partner you'd do. The 
result will be an increase in your love for each 
other. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You're 
pretty lucky, but chances are high you’ll say some- 
thing you shouldn't. Watch out for that this 
evening. There's no need for anyone to know how 
much money you make, or what you spend it on. 
Let that kind of information stay confidential for a 
while. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Do you have a sense of grim foreboding ? Could a 
confrontation come up tonight you'd just as soon 
do without? Not to worry. Even if one of your rel- 
atives says something annoying, you'll get through 
it fine. Just remember not to take any of it too seri- 
ously. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) 
Have everybody over for dinner tonight. A meeting 
at their house would also work. The point is. you 
need to make contact with people you love. It's 
their encouragement that gives you the strength to 
carry on. And you may need it during the next few 
weeks. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There 
could be some surprise today. Someone you 
haven't heard from in years could give you a call. 
You're under pressure from an older person, 
though. Something can't be pur off any longer. 
Make sure you get the work done first, so vou can 
play later. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You want to 
get on the road, but there arc important things to 
finish. Make a good list and you’ll be more elfec- 
live. Don't Forget to leave the answering machine 
on. You could get an important call. You can do jusl 
about everything: you just have to get organised. 

Birthslone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 


THE BETTER HALF 



If the cat says ‘meow’ you know e; 
what she wants. How come you d 
understand me that easily?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by H«nri Amok! and Mika Aifrirtofl 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one Lett or to each square, to farm 

tour ordinary words. 


NOFEL 

r 


□ 


nn7DaMMfe3w4M.nl 


PLUJE 


fail! 


TOBUNT 






CAFFEE 


_ ■ ■■ f \ 

U 



Answer hen: 


-cm 


SHE POESNT 
PRINK COFFEE 

because rrs — 


Now arrange the dieted teiw** “ : 
form the surprise answer, as w i 
gested by the above cartoon 


"cnx 

(Answers tonerra* 


Yesterday's I JumWea: PARCH CLEFT JOBBER POTEN 7 
Anavor: Building a dog house tor Fldo turned into 
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Many Jordanian industries may fail if they 
do not develop , improve quality of products 


** MANY LOCAL industries could be 
hurt and forced out of the production 
process if they fail to improve and devel- 
op their products once Jordan joins the 
World Trade Organisation fWTO). a 
senior official at the Ministry of 1 Industry 
arid Trade said in a lecrure recently. 

Tamam Al Ghoul, director of the WTO 
office at the ministry, said there are justi- 
fications for the fears of industrialists 
from the negative effects that will result 
from becoming a WTO member, espe- 
cially from the reduction in customs. "By 
lowering customs, the door will be 
opened wider for imports which will 
heighten competition for local products, 
especially if the imports were of better 
quality and cheaper or similar in price to 
local products.” she explained. 

In a move to compensate its loss from 
customs revenue when tariffs on imports 
are reduced, the government may resort 
to raise the sales tax rate or to impose 
other local fees which will be levied on 
both imported and locally-produced 
products on the same footing, Ms. Ghoul 
said. “Unlike customs tariffs which are 
imposed on imports only, the fees on 
locally-manufactured products will 


lessen the protection level and will weak- 
en the competitive edge of prices on local 
products," she added. 

Ms. Ghoul indicated that protecting 
intellectual property rights in various 
forms will increase the costs for produc- 
ers as they are obliged to pay for patent 
rights and trademarks as well as for the 
authors’ and publishers’ rights. “Pharma- 
ceutical industries, computer pro- 
grammes, musical tapes, videos and 
books may be hurt in this category. 

Another advantage that industries will 
lose will be the exemption of export 
income from tax as that is one of many 
forms of subsidies according to the WTO 
rules, the director said. She warned that 
by not joining, foreign investors will be 
reluctant to invest in Jordan because they 
will not be sure that their rights (patents 
and trademarks) will be protected. 

Ms. Ghoul said that although Jordan 
has started to open up and liberalise its 
economy before applying to join the 
WTO, much remains to be done in 
changing some current trade-related laws 
to become more in line with WTO 
requirements (Al Ra'i). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 13(12(97 18:32 


rnssssm 


1^1 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7770 

0.6059 

1.4367 

130.25 

1.4198 

1742.50 

2.0015 

5.9464 

DE Mark 

0.5627 

- 

0.3407 

0.8084 

73.28 

0.7987 

980.20 

1.1262 

3.3462 

GB Sterling 

1.6505 

2.9275 

- 

2.3644 

215.01 

2.3434 

2876.00 

3.3035 

9.8145 

CH Franc 


123.62 

0.4214 

- 

90.63 

0.9877 

1212.17 

139.31 

4.1366 

JP Yen 

0.0077 

1.3638 

0.4648 

1.1026 

- 

1.0896 

13.37 

153.61 

4.5636 

CA Dollar 

0.7043 

12440 

0.4237 

1.007B 

1.09 

- 

1218.51 

1.4022 

4.1675 

IT Lira 


1.0195 

0.3475 

0.0824 

1339.58 

0.8146 

- 

11.48 

3.4116 

NL Guilder 


88.76 

0.3025 

71.78 

65.03 

0.7092 

870.38 

- 

2.9702 

FR Franc 

0.1682 

0.2987 

0.1018 

24.1487 

21.88 

0.2386 

33.64 

33.6400 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


jr'M 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

fcLfci 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

£GP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7030 


0.3770 


0.3045 

3.6728 

1531.00 

3.4016 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 


0.5325 


0.4301 

6.1876 

2162.43 

4.8044 

Saudi Rjyal 

0.2666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 


0.0812 

0.98 

408.21 

0.9069 

Bahrain Dinar 

Z65 

1.8780 

9.9483 

- 


0.8077 

9.74 

4061.01 

9.0225 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1945 

1.0301 

1.0301 

- 

0.0836 

1.01 

420.51 

0.9343 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2841 

2.3251 

12JJ169 

1.2381 

11.96 

- 

12.06 

5027.91 

0.9343 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1928 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9913 


- 

416.86 

0.9261 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

0.4624 

2.4497 

0.2462 

2.3781 


2.3990 

- 

2.2218 

Egyptian 

0.2940 

0.20B1 

1.1026 

0.1108 

1.0704 

0.0895 

1.0798 

450.10 



Mid-East Currencies 


mzm 

Last 




USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 





SA Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.4740 

0.16155 

0.38329 

34.7415 


18.18 

18.15 

11 m 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.43403 

0.16496 

0.39139 

35.4773 

rfjBj 

17.30 

17.16 

II 

KW Dinar 

3.2841 

5.83771 

1.98965 

4.72144 

b 

M 

-J 

s 

KO 


16.40 

16.32 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.71476 

(7 

3.81243 

345.662 


176.00 

175.00 

I 

CY Pound 

1.911 

3.3958 

wm 

2.7455 

248.908 


Metal F 
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Currency Deposit Rates (Bid; 


Metaf 

ES 

Offer 


Period 

-T- 

-3- 

-6- 

-9- 

-1- 

Gold (oa's) 

282.5 

283 







Year 

Silver (oz’s) 

5.88 

5.8 



5.81 

5.78 

5.78 

5.84 

5.87 

Platinum (oz's) 

300.5 

362.5 


GBP 

7.43 

7.44 

7.68 

7.68 

7.68 

AL (3 Months) 

1563 

1566 


JPY 

0.31 

0.31 

0.31 

0.31 

0.31 

CU (3 Months) 

1810 

1815 


DEM 

3.68 

3.70 

3.56 

3.69 

3.94 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1137.6 

1142 


FRF 

4.10 

3.61 

3.69 

3.80 

3.90 

Lead (3 Months) 

535 

537 


CHF 

1.26 

1.40 

1.49 

1.56 

1.63 

N! (3 Months) 

6230 

■ MM 


ITL 

6.10 

6.04 

5.63 

6.38 

6.20 



Nl£ 

in Equity Indices 



* Bourse' 

lntf$x 

Value 

Chng 


High 

LOW 

EZ2E11 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7838.3 

-10.69 


7904.94 

7784.33 

7848.99 

Newyork 

S&P 500 

953.39 

-1.66 


r 

947 

954.94 

London 

FT-SE10Q 

5045.2 

9.3 

■ 

p n 

5036.5 

5035.9 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

16904.3 

-145.86 


16153.4 

15738.4 

16050.2 

Paris 

CAC40 

2830.26 

1.81 

0.06 

2861.92 

2820.36 

2828.45 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

4082.6 

52.44 

1.3 

4082.6 

4046.01 

4030.16 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 



■ Last 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

■ 182 

Spot 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1784 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

295.1 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

124.6 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.32 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

158 

Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

370 

Spot 


Currency 


Sell 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GBSterfling 

1.168 

1.1738 

DE Mark 

0.3977 

0.3997 

CH Franc 

0.4919 

0.4944 

FR Franc 

0.1188 

0.1194 

JP Yen 

0.5426 

0.5463 

NL Guilder 

0.353 

0.3548 

IT Lira 

0.4058 

0.4078 

* Source: Centra 
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GDRs of Arab Potash Company 
listed on Amman Financial Market 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Global 
Depository Receipt (GDR) 
of (he Arab Potash Compa- 
ny was listed at the Amman 
Financial Marker on Satur- 
day following a similar 
step in die London bourse 
on Monday. an economic 
analyst said Saturday. 

Omar Masri. the manag- 
ing director of Atlas 
Investment Group (AIG) 
the local advisor to the 
issue’s lead manager. 
Nomura International, said 
that the listing of GDR in 
the Amman stock market 
followed the signing cere- 
mony of the local custodi- 
an agreement between the 
Arab Potash Company and 
the BritishBank in Amman. 


The deal, priced at JD6.4 
dinars ($9.03) per GDR. is 
close to the current price of 
the share at the AFM but 
not at a premuim. 

The offering, which was 
launched last November in 
Tokyo, has placed a total of 
3.62 million shares with 
global investors. Part of 
unsubscribed shares from 
an earlier public issue was 
included. 

Mr. Masri told the Jordan 
Times that the new listing 
of the potash shares in the 
international market would 
enhance investment oppor- 
tunities in the Kingdom. 

“It is a grand breaking 
event that will help put Jor- 
dan in the Middle East 
investment map after hav- 
ing been absent for the 
past three years," Mr. 


Masri said. 

He said the listing will 
raise the profile of the 
company in the region and 
allow the firm to finance 
new projects in Jordan. 

The listing of the Arab 
Potash Company shares in 
the world market involved 
having international and 
local custodians to handle 
the revenue of selling the 
GDR abroad and in Jordan 
and to enable the firm to 
tackle the lack of liquidity. 

The BritishBank and the 
Bank of New York were 
chosen as custodians in 
Amman and abroad 
respectively. 

On Friday, Arab Potash 
Company Chairman Saleh 
Irsheidat announced the 
completion of listing the 
GDR worldwide after it 


was marketed in Asian, 
European and American 
markets. 

During the signing cere- 
mony of the custodianship 
with the BritishBank, 
Mr.Irsheidat said that 
$32.7 million of revenue 
were generated from sell- 
ing the GDR bonds world- 
wide. 

The Arab Potash Compa- 
ny. where the government 
owns 5 1 per cent of its cap- 
ital. will use the amount to 
finance projects to expand 
its production capacity. 

The firm, a major world 
producer which is expected 
to register a JD19 million 
net profit in 1997, is plan- 
ning to raise the annual 
production capacity to two 
million tonnes. 


Study: Germany most expensive, 
South Africa cheapest for business 


LONDON (AFP) — Ger- 
many is the most expen- 
sive country in the world 
in which to run a company, 
while South Africa is the 
cheapest, a study has said. 

Three economies that 
have been ravaged by the 
financial turmoil across 
south East Asia. Thailand. 
Malaysia and Indonesia, 
provide the next most 
inexpensive business loca- 
tions, the Economist Intel- 
ligence Unit (ElUi said. 

Its findings came before 
devaluation of the curren- 
cies in these three coun- 


tries. which will have 
made them even more 
competitive, researchers 
said. 

Wages, employers' costs, 
rents, business taxes, 
telecommunications, 
transport and corruption 
costs were assessed in 27 
countries selected by the 
EIU because they already 
attract, or are expected to 
attract. considerable 
inward investment. 

Wages were highest in 
Germany, where high 
taxes sealed the country's 
lead as the most expensive 


business location, behind 
the United Srates and Bel- 
gium. 

~ “A key finding of the 
report is the competitive- 
ness of countries in south 
East Asia and, in particu- 
lar. of three countries 
among those worst affect- 
ed by the current financial 
crisis: Indonesia. Malaysia 
and Thailand." the EIU 
said in a statement. 

The study found that in 
fourth place. Britain was 
more expensive than its 
closest European trading 
partner, France, because of 


high rents and fuel costs. 

The strength of the 
pound in 1997 has made 
Britain relatively more 
expensive, the EIU said. 

On Tuesday, Japanese 
auto giant Toyota 
announced that it would 
build a 1 50,000-car-a-year 
plant in northern France 
rather than in Britain, 
where it already has a fac- 
tory. 

The ■ decision rekindled 
fears that Britain may lose 
its position as the preferred 
destination of foreign 
investment in Europe. 



AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 13/12/1997 



PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

HIGH 

LOW 


346.000 249.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.2 

1.21 

7 

41B0 

13B3560 

331.00 

331.00 

_ 


2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

5 

2500 

4528 

1.83 

1.81 

.02- 

s 


•1.830 

BANK OF JORDAN 

5.8 

0.00 

1 

250 

463 

1.90 




1.190 

.890 

KID. EAST INV.BK. 

78.8 

0.00 

3S 

350000 

420D0D 

1.14 

1.20 

.06+ 


2.680 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.3 

6.11 

16 

5173 

13425 

2.58 

2.59 

.01 + 


5.300 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.3 

3.79 

6 

6490 

33256 

5.15 

5.12 

.03- 


4.1B0 

1. BSD 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.6 

0.00 

12 

24108 

48154 

1.96 

1.99 

.03+ 


.990 

.720 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.2 

9.86 

14 

16500 

11819 

-72 

.71 

.01- 

+s 

4.050 

2.460 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

12.3 

3.97 

2 

350 

849 

2.46 

2.42 

.04- 


1.530 

1.110 

ONION HK-SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

•s 

15000 

17100 

1.14 




3.900 

3.080 

JOR. INV. FIN- BANK 

23.9 

0.00 

4 

2200 

8188 

3.78 

3.72 


s 

4.990 

2.500 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

20.0 

0.00 

3 

380 

1050 

2.75 

2.77 

-02+ 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 236.08 *CHCi 

-0.15 

107 

-427131 

1942391 





2.020 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INSDR. 

5.7 

7.43 

13 

16600 

32876 

1.96 

2.02 

.06+ 


2.SOO 

1.990 

JORDAN GOLF INSUR. 

9 

0.00 

1 

10000 

25000 

2.49 

2.50 

.01+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.38 *CHCi 

+0.34 

14 

26600 

57876 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.4 

5.13 

20 

15493 

30209 

2.94 

1.95 

.01+ 


3-250 

2.450 

HIMEH MINERALS 

17.2 

4.57 

2 

210 

715 

3.25 

3.41 

.16+ 

* 

6.100 

3.720 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

11.1 

5.56 

1 

50 

180 

3.72 

3.60 

.12-1, 


1.5SO 

.930 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

9 

0-00 

13 

8100 

8440 

1.09 

1.04 



.810 

.470 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

24.1 

0.00 

3 

1939 

911 





7.100 

3.900 

AD-DUSTOUR 

29.6 

3.52 

1 

500 

3550 

7.10 

7.10 



3-900 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. INV. EDOC- 

9.B 

0.00 

3 

600 

2249 

3.73 

3.75 



1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

g 

0.00 

2 

15000 

12850 

.82 

.86 

.04+ 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.9 

6.63 

2 

200 

332 

1.68 

1.66 

.02- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 107 

.34 *CHG: 

-0.65 

47 

42092 

59435 





1.150 

.930 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0. 00 

3 

2900 

3335 

1.15 

1.15 

_ 


4.450 

3.010 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.4 

3.63 

12 

1384 

4187 

3.03 

3.03 

m 


3.260 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

1 

450 

653 

1.45 

1.45 



4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. HANF- 

11.3 

4.89 

29 

7989 

32509 

4.05 




1.670 

1.020 

JOR. PI PBS MANFCT. 

16.7 

5.93 

3 

1750 

2363 

1.36 




6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

13.6 

4.50 

9 

7500 

41499 

S.50 

5. 5? 



3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

5.3 

11.01 

1 

250 

568 

2.30 

2.27 



.670 

.450 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

9.5 

0.00 

11 

4950 

2228 

.45 

.45 



1.230 

.780 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

23.8 

0.00 

5 

4800 

3744 

.78 

.78 

_ 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1250 

663 

.53 

.53 

m 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

2 

1250 

725 




* 

1.610 

1.210 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM- 

14.8 

6.03 

2 

500 

580 

1.21 

1.16 


is 

1.840 

.840 

UN TV . MODI*. INKS. 

P 

.26 

20 ■ 

20000 

16424 

.84 




3.610 

.690 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.4 

14.29 

3 

2100 

1471 

.71 

.70 

.Ql- 


1.040 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.3 

0.00 

6 

2700 

2403 

.89 

.89 



1.980 

1.340 

KL -2AY READY WEAR 

48.2 

0.00 

2 

250 

344 


1-37 

..01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.26 2 CHC: 

-0.01 

123 

83380 

141638 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 169.82 *CHC: 

-0.12 

291 

579203 

2202339 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SATURDAY 13/12/1997 





.620 


HACH.BQP. RENT -MAIN- 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

133 

.50 

.53 

.03+ 

+ 

.610 

.350 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.1 

0.00 

12 

21000 

7225 

.35 

.34 

.01- 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

4 

4000 

1640 

.41 

.41 

“ 


1.000 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

4000 


1.00 

.97 

.03- 



-610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

66.2 

0.00 

2 

2500 

1100 

.69 

.69 



2.050 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

E 

0.00 

1 

200 

400 

2.05 

2.00 

.05- 


.380 


JOR . I NDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 


. 16 

.15 

.01- 

+ 

.530 

.290 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

32.2 

0.00 

8 

8750 

2463 

.29 

.28 

.01- 


.750 


NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

5 

14300 

5863 

.41 

.41 

— 


1.200 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

12.1 

0.00 

1 

5000 

5000 

1.00 

1.00 

- 


.5=0 


ARAB ELECT- INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

110 

.43 

.44 

.01+ 


.660 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

6 

21200 

8056 

.63 

.63 

“ 

+ 

.470 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 


750 

213 

.29 

.28 

.01- 


.820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY ■ 

E 

0.00 

40 

58500 

30680 

.52 

.53 

.01+ 


1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

91.8 

0.00 

1 

. 500 

205 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


l.OSO 

.720 

ARAB I NT- FOOD FACT. 

43.4 

0.00 

2 

1085 

977 

.95 

.90 

.05- 



.670 

MODERN FOOD IND. 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

3000 

1350 

.67 

.70 

.03 + 

+N 

.850 

.850 

HOD. FOOD 75* AUCTION 

P 

0.00 

3 

30000 

13900 

.85 

.72 

-13- 

GRAND TOTAL 




96 

175785 

83288 





Romania 
seeks more 
business, 
trade with 
Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chris- 
tian Matesco. the head of 
North Africa and the Mid- 
dle East desk at Romania’s 
ministry of industry and 
trade, who is currently vis- 
iting Jordan, said Saturday 
that his country was deeply 
interested in promoting 
economic relations and 
trade exchanges with Jor- 
dan. 

Speaking on the occasion 
of opening the first 
Romanian trade week in 12 
years. Mr. Matesco indicat- 
ed that the two countries 
have a wide range of com- 
modities which they cun 
exchange and can also 
cooperate in tourism and 
other specialised services. 

Referring to investments, 
he said that a great number 
of Romanian Firms have 
strong ties with Jordan and 
have expressed their desire 
to export their commodi- 
ties to the Kingdom espe- 
cially timber, steel, chemi- 
cals. vehicles, textiles and 
poultry. 

Romanian companies are 
also willing to bring 
expertise and capital and 
also transport Romanian 
commodities via Jordan to 
other countries. the 
Romanian official added. 

“Romania is interested in 
importing vegetables, 
fruits, tomato paste, medi- 
cines. chemicals and elec- 
tronic equipment from Jor- 
dan.' Mr. Matesco said. 

Romania and Jordan are 
both interested in develop- 
ing mutual economic coop- 
eration and they have coop- 
erated in the past in 
expanding the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery in 
Zarqa. electrifying rural 
regions and exploring for 
oif among other projects, 
he pointed out. 

“Romania, with its 23 
million inhabitants, is the 
largest market in central 
Europe after Poland and 
acquires a strategic geo- 
graphical location linking 
eastern and western Europe 
and overlooking the Black 
Sea and the Danube River 
and it enjoys a developed 
network of communica- 
tions and railways." 
according to Mr. Matesco. 

He said that Romania is 
ready to offer all facilities 
to foreign investments, 
including those from Jor- 
dan, adding that more lhan 
300 Romanian-Jordanian 
joint Firms wirh a combined 
capital of more than SIO 
million are operating in 
Romania. 

The Romanian official 
called on Jordan to partici- 
pate in Romania’s trade 
fairs which he said are 
organised annually in May 
and October, displaying 
various types of industrial- 
equipment. 

The present Romanian 
trade week at Tyche Hotel 
will run until Dec. 16 and is 
expected to contribute to 
promoting economic and 
trade exchanges. 

He voiced Romania's 
appreciation of Jordan’s 
interest in bolstering eco- 
nomic and trade links with 
Romania. 
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Jordan Marketpla ce •••Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - Jit i Y I V 1 it 15 II A?. 1 L 
AinniSJi- Aiiira Foram Hu'd Shara 6cli Circle. 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
Or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HfllG 

Professions! qwllty in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

* Free en torgement 

20 x 30 cm. 


Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Gringays Sank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifteh Tel: 823801 


omihois. 

INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING 
POOL 

SAUNA, v 
JACU22 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


d!g^v^6Jiamida 

/‘MERRY CHRISTMAS ' 

* New . ■* New » New 

Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bant H ami da House 

* Rugs ' Cushions 
* Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 

Location: dabal Amman. 
1st Circle. Rainbow St. 

Open daiiy : from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 


jK 



Crtysml 


Qusfity Serviced Sates 


& Teo Bahtom - Full* 
KlKtoMOtt 1 Dd; it 
■ K*meaftc Kuo 


5 If: MKii 

■TcL. 692672 Fix 6'?4.«l 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


Re a I Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tef. 864230 — 865167 
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ASF to decide soon on date 
of 9th Pan- Arab Games 

Jordan attends Asian Olympic meeting in New Delhi 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's top Olympic officials left 
for New Delhi Saturday to take part in the meet- 
ing of the General Assembly of the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA). 

Jordan Olympic Committee Vice Chairman 
Mouaffaq AI Fawwaz and Secretary General 
Ismat AI Kurdi will attend rhe meeting expected 
to tackle a host of crucial issues and endorse 
decisions pertaining to Asian sports. 

In a telephone interview with the Jordan Times, 
Dr. Fawwaz said issues on the agenda are the 
1998 Asian Games in Bangkok, the 1998 Nagano 
Winter Olympics, reports on the 2002 Asian 
Games in Pusan, South Korea, deciding the host 
city for the 2003 Asian Winter Games, as well as 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

Dr. Fawwaz recently attended the OCA's Asian 
Sports Development Committee meetings which 
reviewed Bangkok’s preparations for the upcom- 
ing Asian Games. 

Dr. Fawwaz and Mr. Kurdi are also expected to 
meet OCA Chairman Sheikh Fahd AI Ahmad and 
Prince Faisal Ben Fahd. president of the Arab 
Sports Federation (ASF). which will soon decide 
on the Final date of the 9th Pan- Arab Games. 

The ASF had originally approved Jordan’s bid 
to host the Games in Amman in 200 1 and Kuwait 
was chosen as a substitute in case Jordan with- 
drew its bid. 

Jordanian sports officials have underlined their 
support for organising and taking part in the Pan- 
Arab Games which have only been held eight 


times since 1953. 

However, recent reports suggested that the ASF 
is most likely to request the Kingdom to hold the 
Games in 1999. slashing the time remaining to 
prepare for the event. 

Reports Saturday said an ASF delegation head- 
ed by Secretary-General Othman Sa’ad, would 
visit the Kingdom at the end of the month to hold 
discussions with Jordanian sports officials and 
hand the Pan- Arab Games flag to the JOC. 

“We have not yet received any official request 
to hold the Games in 1999 but if they ask us to 
we are more than ready." Dr. Fawwaz said. 

He noted however that “if Amman is going to 
host the Games in 1999 we should start work 
immediately." 

“We have to act now. to form committees with 
clear and defined job descriptions to carry out the 
necessary prepartions. 

“We have most of the necessary infrastructure. 
What we lack is a track and field stadium, some 
electronic timing machines and a multi-purpose 
indoor court. 

“However, if the Games are held in 2001. then 
we can be more relaxed. We would still have 
enough time." he added. 

Dr. Fawwaz said the JOC had recently present- 
ed Crown Prince Hassan with a blueprint of the 
Kingdom's preparations for hosting the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games in Amman. 

Reasons for holding the Games two years ear- 
lier than scheduled have been several, including 
the recent decison to hold the 2nd Southwest 
Asian Games in Beirut in 2001. 

While both events were held four months apart 


this year, many observers believe that holding the 
two events in the same year might not be 
favourable for the participating athletes. 

However, some officials say that the the most 
likely reason for changing the date to 1999 and 
moving the Games from Amman to Kuwait is the 
fact that Iraq would most likely be invited to the 
Amman Games thus keeping away other Arab 
teams whose relations with Baghdad are strained. 

The Games, designed to emphasise Arab broth- 
erhood. were clouded by Lebanon's refusal to 
grant the Iraqi team entry visas for fear of anger- 
ing Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in the 8th Games 
held last July which witnessed the best Jordanian 
showing to date since the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. 

With athletes competing in 14 of the 20 events, 
the Kingdom finished 5th overall among 19 com-, 
peting countries, taking a total of 40 medals, 
including 1 0 gold. S silver and 22 bronze medals 
compared to 9th overall in the 7th Pan-Arab 
Games in 1992, with 1 gold. 6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

The Kingdom's athletes gained more gold 
medals in Beirut than in all the post 7 Pan- Arab 
Games together where Jordan took a total of 49 
medals, including 7 gold. 16 silver, 26 bronze. 

The Pan-Arab Games were held in Alexandria 
in 1953. Beirut 1957. Casablanca 1961. Cairo 
1965. Damascus 1976. Morocco 1985. 
Damascus 1992 and Beirut 1997. 


Jazz edge out Mavericks in 5th-lowest NBA score total 

Nets beat Bulls; Lakers overcome Rockets 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Karl Malone scored 23 
points as the Utah Jazz sur- 
vived the Dallas Mavericks’ 
excruciating slow-down 
offence for a 68-66 victory 
Friday night in the lowest- 
scoring National Basketball 
Association game this sea- 
son. 

Utah set a franchise record 
for fewest points and fewest 
field goals (23) in a game, 
and only a layup by Eric 
Strickland as time expired 
prevented Dallas from set- 
ting its own record for 
fewest points. 

Mavericks coach Don 
Nelson played stall-ball the 
entire nighland kept it close, 
but a shot-clock violation by 
Dallas with 10 seconds to 
play helped give Utah its 
seventh straight home win. 

The combined total of 134 
points was the fifih-lowest 
total in NBA history. 

• Los Angeles Lakers 
119, Houston Rockets 102: 
In the Los Angeles suburb 
of Inglewood, Rick Fox 
scored a season-high 30 
points and Kobe Bryant had 
a career-high 27 as Los 
Angeles snapped a three- 
game losing streak and 
ended Houston’s nine-game 
winning streak. 

The Lakers, who won 1 1 
straight to start the season, 
had Tost their previous three 
games against Cleveland. 
Portland and Golden State. 

Clyde Drexier scored 21 
points to lead the Rockets, 
who hadn’t lost since Nov. 
16 at Phoenix. Charles 
Barkley added IS points and 
14 rebounds. 

■ Boston Celtics 97, 
Washington Wizards 88: 
Boston used a scrappy 
defence to go on a 20-2 run 
in the fourth quarter and 
overtake cold-shooting 
Washington, in Boston. 

The Celtics, who nearly 
squandered an I S-point lead 
before beating the 
Milwaukee Bucks by five 
Wednesday night, trailed 
S2-71 two minutes into the 
quarter before Travis 
Knight began the rally with 
a baseline jumper. 

That started a 12-0 run 



Chicago Bulls guard Michael Jordan goes after a loose ball from Charlotte Hornets 
guard Glen Rice December 12. during first half NBA action at the Charlotte 
Coliseum. Charlotte beat Chicago 79-77 (Reuters photo) 


capped by Ron Mercer’s 
two free throws that gave 
boston an S3-82 lead. Juwan 
Howard's layir ended a 
scoring drought of 5:51 and 
gave the Wizards their last 
lead. 84-83 with 4:44 left. 

Chauncey billups fol- 
lowed with a 3-pointer that 
put Boston ahead to stay. 

• Philadelphia 76ers 106. 
Denver Nuggets 91 : In 
Philadelphia. Jerry 

Stackhouse scored a season- 
high 32 points and Allen 
Iverson added 24 as 
Philadelphia defeated 
Denver. 

Iverson also had eight 
assists. while Jimmy 
Jackson had 19 points and 
eight assists for the 76ers. 


who broke a two-game los- 
ing streak. 

Eric Washington. Anthony 
Goldwire and Johnny 
Newman all had 14 points 
for Denver, which has lost 
seven of its last eight and 
remains winlcss (0-ID on 
the road. 

• Charlotte Hornets 79. 
Chicago Bulls 77: In 

Charlotte. North Carolina 
Dell Cuny’s 5.5-metre 
juniper with five seconds 
left lifted Charlotte over 
Chicago as the Bulls lost for 
the eighth time in 12 road 
games this season. 
w Glen Rice had 2 1 points 
for the Hornets, who 
snapped their five-game 
losing streak against the 


Bulls by holding Chicago to 
its lowest point total of the 
season. 

The Bulls, held to a com- 
bined 27 points in the sec- 
ond and third quarters on 9- 
of-33 shooting, failed to hit 
the 100-point mark for the 
seventh time in eight games. 

* Indianapolis Pacers 
104, Miami Heat 89: In 
Indianapolis. Rjk Smits 
scored a season-high 29 
points and Reggie Miller 
added 28 as Indiana defeat- 
ed Miami. 

The Pacers overcame a 
2S-point effort by Tim 
Hardaway to defeat the Heat 
for the 1 6th time in IS 
games at Market Square 
Arena. 


Mark Jackson tied his sea- 
son high with 14 assists as 
he became the seventh play- 
er in NBA history to record 
7.000. 

• Seattle Supersonics 
111, Portland Trail 
Blazers 98: In Seattle. Dale 
Ellis scored 12 of his sea- 
son-high 19 points in the 
final quarter , as Seattle 
improved its NBA-best 
record to 17-5 with a victo- 
ry over Portland. 

Gary Payton and Hersey 
Hawkins scored 21 points 
each and Vin Baker added 
20 points and a season-high 
17 rebounds to help the 
Sonics beat the Blazers for 
the second time this season 
and win their ninth in a row 
at home. 

The Blazers, who entered 
the game with the league’s 
best road record, lost for 
only the third time in 10 
road games. 

- Vancouver Grizzlies 95, 
Golden State Warriors 88: 
In Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Shareef Abdul- 
Rahim scored 30 points, 
leading Vancouver in scor- 
ing for the 1 6th time this 
season, as the Grizzlies beat 
Golden State. 

Bryant Reeves added 
seven of his 1 2 points in the 
fourth quarter as the 
Grizzlies snapped a three- 
game losing streak and won 
for only the second time in 
nine outings. 

The Warriors, coming off 
Wednesday’s 93-92 win 
over the Los Angeles 
Lakers, were led by Joe 
smith, who scored 17 of his 
23 points in the fourth quar- 
ter. and added a team-high 
10 rebounds. 

• Atlanta Hawks 83, Los 
Angeles Clippers 74: In 
Los Angeles. Steve Smith 
scored five of his 22 points 
in the final 1:36 and 
Christian Laettncr added 20 
as Atlanta ended a three- 
game losing streak. 

Dikembe Mutombo had 
14 points and 15 rebounds 
to help Atlanta beat the 
Clippers for the seventh 
consecutive time, rookie 
Keith Closs had 15 points 
for Los Angeles. 


Yachts Swedish Match (L) Toshiba (C) and the American yacht Chessie (R) race in 
sinsle file they begin the third leg of the Whitbread yacht race off the coast of 
F^maSfe! ^S^Sia Dccember S 13. The yachts will race 2,250 nautical miles to 
Sydney, schculed to arrive there December 22 (Reuters photo) 

Swedish yacht fastest away 
in Whitbread round-the-world race 


PERTH (AFP) — Sweden’s 
EF Language look an curly 
lead Saturday as the nine 
yachts in the Whitbread 
round-the-world classic left 
the Western Australian port 
of Fremantle en route to 
Sydney. 

In a’ blustery south-west- 
erly wind of 18-20 knots 
(32-35 kilometres per 
hours), the Swedish boat 
took just 20 minutes to 
reach the first marker buoy 
off the popular Perth suburb 
of Cottcsloe. 

Skippered by Paul 
Cayard. EF Language 
rounded the second marker 
in another 25 minutes. 

At that stage, the leader 
was folio wecfby Merit Cup 
of Monaco. Sweden's 
Swedish Match, Toshiba of 


the United States. Chessie 
Racing also of the US. 
Britain’s Silk Cul compa- 
triot boat EF Education. 
Dutch yacht Brunei 

Sunergy and and. at the rear, 
overall race leader 

Innovation Kvuemer of 
Norway. 

The Norwegian boat is 
ahead on an overall total 
aggregate points system. 

It has been the only con- 
sistent craft in the race, fin- 
ishing third in the initial leg 
from Cowes in England to 
Cape Town and second in 
the second leg to Fremantle. 

The first leg winner. Merit 
Cup. was only fifth over the 
second stretch. 

Swedish Match won the 
second leg after coming a 
disappointing eighth to 


Cape Town. 

The nine-yacht fleet, dis- 
playing a dazzling array of 
spinnakers, provided a 
spectacular sight for the 
many spectator craft and the 
thousands of land-based 
spectators lining the coast- 
line from Fremantle north to 
Cottesloe as it sailed initial- 
ly only 300 metres i yards i 
offshore. 

Race organisers said the 
fleet had now started its run 
to the Southern Ocean on 
the 2.250 nautical mile 
(3.985 kilometre) sprint to 
Sydney, on the Australian 
east coast. 

The first yachts are 
expected to arrive in the 
New South Wales harbour 
on December 22. 


Rush in no 
hurry to 
hang up 
his boots 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Newcastle’s veteran striker 
Ian Rush said Saturday he is 
likely to retire as a player at 
the end of the season. 

The 36-ycar-old Welsh 
international, who has 
picked up 15 winners' 
medals during his IS-ycar 
playing career, thinks his 
next move will be into man- 
agement. 

The 73-times capped 
striker said: “I have to look 
at this as my last season as a 
player. 

“I want to stay at the top 
as long as I can and 
although I never put a lime 
limit on it 1 think this could 
be my last as a Premiership 
player. 

“I want to go into manage- 
ment. I believe if 1 went 
somewhere lower down in 
the divisions there would be 
some opportunity on this 
side for me." 

The former Chester. 
Liverpool and Juventus 
striker, currently on a one- 
year deal at Newcastle, 
believes he could become a 
coach in the lower divi- 
sions. 

He added: ‘Tvc got until 
ihc end of the season with 
Newcastle and then 1 can 
sian and look ai whul is 
going lo happen for me. 

"It doesn't get any easier 
ihc older you get and when I 
look at the top level I’ve got 
to look at my future. That's 
what I’ve started to do now. 

‘When I first started in the 
game I thought that any- 
thing. in terms of playing, 
over the age of 30 was a 
bonus. So I haven’t done 
ton bad have IT 


Red Sox sign Martinez 
to landmark deal 

BOSTON (AFP) — Pedro Martinez may be three £y 
Young awards shy of Greg Maddux, but the Boston Red 
Sox Friday gave the Dominican right-hander the biggest 
contract package in baseball history. 

Martinez signed a six-year contract worth a guaranteed 
569 million with a seventh-year option that could escalate 
the total value of the deal to more than S90 million. 

“You can look at this as two three-year contracts with 
the first three averaging 510 million annually and the sec- 
ond three averaging $13 million annually." said Red Sox 
general manager Dan Duquette at an afternoon news con- 
ference. “And if Pedro fulfills the length of the contract, 
it could be worth up to $90 million.” 

The length of the contract with the 'option averages the 
deal out to more than Si 2.8 million per year. Without the 
option, the average annual salary' is SI 1.5 million, in 
August, Maddux of the Atlanta Braves agreed to a five- 
year deal worth S57.5 million, averaging SI 1.5 million 
per season. 

Duquette compared Martinez at this stage of his career 
to Maddux when he left the Chicago Cubs and signed i 
free agent deal with the Braves in 1991. 

“When Greg Maddux left the Cubs in ‘9 1 he was 2ft ami 
Pedro is 26 now. said Duquette. “1 look at Pedro's career 
and he s at the same stage Maddux was then. Maddux lud 
71 wins with a .■’.6 earned run average and Martinez ha> 
65 wins with an ERA at 3." 

Martinez was acquired from the financially strapped 
Montreal Expos on November 1 8. one week after winning 
the NL Cy Young. He was scheduled to become a fax’ 
agent in 199S. 

I hope I can give the fans what they’re hoping tor. ^ 
Greg Maddux performance which I know is difficult r 
achieve." said Martinez. “I'll take the challenge. 1 hope! 
can do the best I can and pray God I can stay healthy." 

“Pedro will stabilize us for the forseeable future." syid 
Duquette. “He is an important building block in the 
process of showing our fans that we’re com mi ted to 
building a contender. I only have one bit of advice fa 
Pedro regarding the extraordinary contract: Slav humble 

Martinez was 17-9 with a major league-low' 1.90 ERA 
in 1997. He struck out 305 batters and is the first pitcher 
since Steve Carlton of the 1972 Phillies ro fan 300 in J 
season with an ERA below 2.00. Opponents hit just .W 

off Martinez, who also led the majors with 13 complex 
games. 


^ CINEMA TEL6.U1-W ' 

PHILADELPHIA "1" 


H 

< 

Q 

O 


HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 

Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TELfcJfr- 

PHILADELPHIA ”2 


iip .1 


CINEMA TtLfoM: 

PLAZA 


"V 


CINEMA 


TEL:67742U 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR — LL4R 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 




A 


NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 

Winner in the 199 7 Cannes festival 

Shows: 12:30. 3 - 30. 6:00. 
8:15. 10:30 


CONCORD 


V' 


CINEMA 




C08C0KB *1- 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

catiee*D -a- 

SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


11.1: 074 .VUJII 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30. ft: 15. 8:30. 10:45 


^ UNEM,\ ’ ' TEL iC’i » u -Ji 

f GALLERIA 2 V f 


Hicharq Vimae Tfroatl B 

TEL: 625155 




ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 




| NOW ON DAILY 

! THE government IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and A mu I Dabbas 
Fur reservations call: 6*11*5. 
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During the first and only practice session for the K112 Nordic Combined jump, 
a competitor flies high above Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The final world cup 
Nordic Combined event began December 13 with the K112 jump on Howelsen 
Hill followed by an individual 15 kilometre cross country race to determine the 
Nordic Combined winner (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Tunisians agree friendly 
with Wales 

TUNIS (AFP) — Tunisia have agreed in 
principle 10 play a friendly with Wales in 
the buildup to the 1998 World Cup Finals 
where they have been drawn with England, 
the Tunisian Football Federation 
announced on Friday. The Tunisians, 
whose only other World Cup finals appear- 
ance was in 1978 finals in Argentina, see 
Wales as an ideal opponent in preparation 
for the match with their fellow British 
team. They have also arranged friendlies 
with Chile and Paraguay, who they believe 
compare favourably with the style of play 
of their two other group opponents Colom- 
bia and Romania. Henri Kasperczak. the 
Tunisian coach, will take his squad to a 
training camp in Vicenza, Italy, in May 
and also hopes to arrange a friendly with 
the Italian national team. 

Syria scores World Cup 
T-shirt deal 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — A Syrian public 
company has scored a contract to provide 
six million T-shirts for the 1998 World Cup 
in France, knocking out competition from 
Asia. Ash-Sharq, a company based near 
Damascus, was chosen to manufacture the 
T-shirts because of the “appropriate prices 
for the products and their good quality,” 
which rivals Asian goods, said an official 
with Lebanon-based company Teleserve 
Offshore which played an intermediary 
role in the deal. The value of the deal was 
not disclosed, but the Teleserve official 
said the contract was the result of “cooper- 
ation between the public and private sec- 
tors." Syria, which has a planned economy, 
has embarked on reforms to develop the 
private sector, which has been expanding 
since the 1980s. The finals of the football 
World Cup are being held in France in 
June and July next year. 

Orioles sign Carter 

BALTIMORE (AFP) — Five-time All- 
Star outfielder Joe Carter, who hit the roost 
famous home run in Toronto Blue Jays his- 
tory, signed a one-year, $3.3 million con- 
tract with Baltimore Friday. Tire 37-year- 
old Carter hit a game-ending bomer off 
Mitch William s of Philadelphia in Game 
Six of the 1993 World Series, giving the 
Blue Jays their second straight tide. But he 
was not offered salary arbitration by 
Toronto and became a free agent on Mon- 
day. Carter hit .234 with 21 homers and 
102 RBI in 1997, becoming the franchise 
leader in home runs with 203. In 15 major- 
league seasons with the Chicago Cubs, 
Cleveland. San Diego and Toronto, Carter 
has a .259 average with 378 homers and 
1,382 RBI. Although he has been an out- 
fielder for most of his career. Carter 
appeared most frequently as a designated 
hitter last season. 


Italian women warn 
football fans 

i 

ROME ( AFP) — Hundreds of Italian foot- 
ball widows, women abandoned every 
weekend by their soccer-crazed partners, 
are striking back with their own day of 
action next month. An association called 
“Victims of Football” announced Friday 
that it would hold a mass rally in Ariccia, 
south of Rome, on January 11. Television 
presenter Seby Roecaro, one of the brains 
behind the uprising, said women were not 
the only victims. "Men have also said they 
are exasperated because every Sunday 
(when most top football matches are held 
in Italy), television, newspapers and fami- 
lies talk about nothing else." One woman 
on Roecaro 's show, from the southern city 
of Naples, threatened to leave her husband 
if he continued to abandon her every rime 
his favourite team was playing. 

Phoenix Suns’ Johnson 
out for 6 weeks 

PHOENLK (AFP) — Phoenix Suns guard 
Kevin Johnson will be sidelined a mini- 
mum of six weeks after having arthroscop- 
ic surgery on Friday morning to remove 
loose cartilage from his right knee. John-, 
son. who was placed on the injured list 
Thursday with tendinitis in the knee, had 
the procedure performed by team orthope- 
dic surgeon Richard Emerson. Johnson 
was originally expected to be sidelined one 
week, but has been out since December 1, 
missing the last six games. Johnson, a 
three-time All-Star, has missed 127 games 
due to injury over the last five seasons, 
contributing to his decision to retire prior 
to last season. But Suns president Jerry 
Colangelo and a one-year, $8 million con- 
tract helped convince Johnson to return for 
one more National Basketball Association 


Brazilian duo test positive 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Two leading 
Brazilian water polo players have tested 
positive for the anabolic steroid nan- 
drolone. the Brazilian swimming federa- 
tion confirmed on Friday. The pair were 
named as Eric Borges and Alexandre 
Lopes, who together have formed one of 
the most lethal Brazilian water polo 
attacks of recent times. The federation said 
it would await the outcome of follow-up 
tests on Monday before deciding what 
action to take. If the results are confirmed 
Borges and Lopes seem certain to miss the 
world swimming championships in Perth, 
Australia next January. The news comes 
only two weeks after the Brazilian federa- 
tion slapped a four-year ban on the 100 
metres butterfly national record-holder 
Hugo Duppre for failing a dope test. 


Fed-up 
Connors 
threatens 
to boycott 
Australia 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Tennis 
great Jimmy Connors 
threatened on Saturday 
never to return to Australia 
after a highly critical news- 
paper report. 

The former world number 
one player and winner of 
eight grand slam singles 
titles was speaking after 
reaching Sunday's final of 
the over-35s Champions 
tennis tournament here. 

The veteran of more than 
100 ATP singles titles said 
he was considering giving 
the game away following a 
report in the city’s tabloid 
Daily Telegraph. 

Forty-five year-old Jirabo 
was fuming over the story 
headlined, “Go home 
Jimmy, we don’t need you " 

It questioned Connors' 
nerve to “come here and 
start babbling about enter- 
tainment, as if people really 
need to see another athlete 
— an over-the-hill one at 
that — swagger”. 

Connors said the reason 
he began the Champions 
Tour — for ex-profession- 
als aged over 35 — in 1993 
was so he could enjoy his 
tennis and have some fun. 

“When it comes out that 
I'm not supposed to have 
fun and I’m not supposed to 
go out and have fira with 
the people and let them 
enjoy it and walk away say- 
ing they had fun too. then it 
must be rime for me to go,” 
he said. 

The article described 
Connors as “a goose, a 
mega-brat and a clown" and 
blamed him for tennis play- 
ers becoming “overpaid, 
pampered, pouring pains in 
ibe backside." 

“In case he has forgotten 
we (Australia) once had 
generations of tennis play- 
ers who knew how to enter- 
tain just by playing tennis 
like sportsmen — not game 
show hosts,” the paper said. 

Connors, who is in Aus- 
tralia for the first time in 15 
years, said he planned to 
play about 10 tournaments 
next year, all in the United 
Stales. 

Asked if he planned to 
return here, Connors said: 
"I don’t know. The reason 1 
came here this time was 
only for two reasons. 

“One. because (tour direc- 
tor) Karen Scott Happer 
asked me to come here and 
I hadn’t been here for 15 
years. 

"Second, because my 
daughter and wife had 
never been here and 1 
thought I'd come down here 
and enjoy myself... You 
know, I had, up until a cer- 
tain point.” 

Earlier. Connors battled 
back from 2-5 down in the 
opening set to beat coun- 
tryman Tim Wilkison 7-6 
(7-0), 6-3 and set up a final 
Sunday against England's 
John Lloyd. 

Lloyd upset second seed 
Johan Kriek 7-6 (7-3). 6-1 
in Saturday's other semi- 
final. 
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- National Basketball Assodtion 
Boston 97 Washington 

Charlotte 79 Chicago 

Philadelphia 106 Denver 

Indiana 104 Miami 

Utah 68 Dallas 

Seattle 111 Portland 

Vancouver 95 Golden Stat 

Atlanta 83 LA Clippers 

LA Lakers 119 Houston 

• Portuguese First Division 

Maritimo 1 Benfica 

• English League 


Oxford Utd 


Bristol Rovers 0 Grimsby 4 

Prison Three ■ 

Cambridge Utd 2 Exeter I 

• German First Division 

Hertha Berlin 2 Kaiserslautern 0 

Rostock 1 Bremen 2 

• Confederation Cup 

Group A 

Saudi Arabia 6 Brazil 3 

Australia 3 . Mexico I 


FOR RENT 

Unique one bedroom apartment with very 
stylish and expensive furniture and one 
unique studio, suitable for air hostess. 

Call Tel.: 665468 


New three-bedroom 
apartment in Tla'a AI AM. 
Fully furnished with all 
new items. 

Telephone line available. 

Call 686844 



RENT 


LAKSIRI SEVA PUT LTD. 
CARGO SERVICE 

Great news for all Serilankan Citizens working 
in Jordan. 

Laksiri announces that it resumed 
computerised shipping operations / cargo 
service from Jordan to Colombo — Serilanka. 
For information call : 666610 
or fax to : 704554 
or write to : P.O. Box 927153 
Amman - Jordan 


2nd Arab Handball Champions Cu 


Egypt’s A1 Ahli retain title 
with impressive 37 -27 win 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Egypt's AJ Ahli were Saturday crowned 
champions of the 2nd Arab Handball Champions Cup after 
a 37-27 (18-12) win over United Arab Emirates' A1 Ahli in 
the final match of the ten-team event. 

The two teams played a breath-taking match at the Sports 
Palace which was filled with thousands of fans who had 
overcome the cold weather to cheer their favourite teams. 

Earlier in the day, Egypt's A1 Olympi took third place 
after bearing Saudi Arabia's A1 Ahli 37-26. 

While UAE's A1 Ahli opened scoring from a penalty kick 
in the first minute, Egypt's AJ Ahli started their endless and 
deadly attacks against their opponents . 

The experienced players of Egypt's Ai Ahli — Jawhar 
Jawhar. Mohammad Adel and Hazem Awad — gave the 
UAE team no chance whatsoever to penetrate their solid 
defence. 

Towards the end of the first half both teams were tense 
resulting in rough play which led the referee to calm down 
the play. 

Egypt's AI Ahli ended the first half 18-12. 


In the second half, U AE's AJ Ahli tried to narrow the dif- 
ference but Egypt's AJ Ahli had something else in mind — 
to put more pressure on the UAE's weak defence. 

UAE's AI Ahli. led by veteran Ahmad Saqr. did not give 
up and kept scoring. But the Egyptian team was eager to 
lake the tide home — a crown well deserved and acquired. 

Egypt's AJ Ahli sealed their win 37-27 . 

Jordan's AJ Salt who had finished third in Group A in the 
preli minar y round, had to settle for sixth place after losing 
to Qatar's AJ Rayyan 31-25 (19-12) in Friday's late match. 

Kuwait's AJ Qadissieh came in seventh place followed by 
Lebanon’s AI Sadaqah in eighth place. 

Jordan's AJ Arabi came in 9th place after Qatar's Qatar 
Club opted not to play because of a high number of injured 
players on the team. The Qatari team thus came in tenth 
place. 

Jordan's AI Arabi had finished last in Group B with only 
one point from a 35-35 tie with Saudi Arabia’s AI Ahli in 
the preliminary round . 

Both Jordanian teams missed the cash rewards allocated 
by the Jordan Handball Federation for the Kingdom's two 
teams: JD 2.000 for third place. JD 1.000 for fourth place 
and JD500 for fifth place. 


No reprieve for French GP; Belgium, 


Portugal under threat 


MONACO (AFP) — The 
FLA. motor sport's govern- 
ing body, turned down a 
French government appeal 
to have the French Grand 
Prix reinstated into next 
season's Formula One cal- 
endar here on Friday. 

The Belgian and Por- 
tuguese Grands Prix are 
also under threat, though 
they have been given a stay 
of execution until Decem- 
ber 31. 

The FIA said they had 
not received the guarantees 
they had demanded from 
the French government 
over television coverage. 

“It has become more and 
more difficult to organise a 
race in Erance." said a FIA 
spokesman. 

“If the Grand Prix was to 
be reinstated that would 
make it 17 races next sea- 
son and that would pose a 
hugh problem for the 
reams.” he added. 

However. Marie-George 
Buffet, the French minister 
for sport, said she had not 
given up hope of the race 
being reinstated at the last 
moment. 

"Last year the French 
Grand Prix was reinstated 
in April, and I have every 
hope that the race will be 
back in the calendar ar the 
end of January," she said. 

The Belgian Grand Prix 
at Spa, one of the jewels in 
the FI crown, is also in 
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Canadian champion Jacques Villeneuve holds his FIA Formula One World Champi- 
onship's trophy, during the 1997 FIA Prize Giving Gala in Monaco (Reuters photo) 


jeopardy because of Bel- 
gium’s tough new laws on 
tobacco advertising. 

Two weeks ago Belgium 
voted for a total ban tobac- 
co advertising — a major 
source of FI revenue — 
from 1999. putting it at 
odds with the European 
Union directive to phase 
out such advertising over 
10 years. 

The FLA has now given 
the Belgians until Decem- 
ber 31 to resolve the mat- 


A decision will also be 
made on that day regarding 
the Portuguese Grand Prix. 
Renovation work at the 
Estoril circuit must be 
completed by that date, the 
FIA said on Friday. 

Cbina and South Africa 
are the likely reserves for 
Belgium and Portugal if 
either fails to make the 
deadline. 

The FIA meanwhile 
announced that the Spanish 


town of Jerez would not 
host another Grand Prix 
next season — because of 
the bad behaviour of its 
mayor. 

"The Jerez mayor, along 
with several other local 
dignitaries, caused a distur- 
bance at die prize giving 
ceremony for the 1997 
European Grand Prix 
which inconvienced those 
handing out the taiphies." 
the FIA explained in a 
statement. 


Hertha Berlin continue revival by toppling leaders 


BONN l AFP) — Hertha 
Berlin continued their 
revival and extended their 
unbeaten run Friday evening 
by defeating league paceset- 
ters Kaiserslautern 2-0. 

Rivals Bayern Munich 
played Borussia 

Moenchengladbach on Sat- 
urday — but regardless of 
that result Kaiserlautem will 
stay top of the table since 
they currently hold a mas- 


sive seven point lead. 

After a miserable start to 
the season. Hertha Berlin 
have now strung together six 
wins and a draw in their last 
seven matches and risen 
from the bottom of the table 
to a comfortable seventh 
place. 

If their run continues after 
the winter break newly-pro- 
moted Berlin could soon be 
knockins on the door for a 


UEFA Cup spot. 

"We said that if the stadi- 
um was full and we got the 
same result as last year in the 
second division (when 
Hertha beat Kaiserslautern) 
then we would be happy. 
And that's how it tumedouL" 
Berlin trainer Juergen Roe- 
ber said. 

On the Baltic coast Hansa 
Rostock lost 2-1 to Werder 
Bremen. 


Beit AI Bawad 
THE FESTIVE MONT 

Chhnmai tad RunuUn 

Come mo our Kbecoon at 
mu&uoRzJ end modem ccnnuc 
vases . lamps . bowls, istnnys, 
nigs, wtff hanging* 4 embroideries 

Sdea tt* PERFECT gift tor Ute occauo 

Festive shop u Bui AJ Biwii 
and make your holiday special 

Telephone, ^ 
818629 
-- 8 28070 


THE BRrriSH EMBASSY - 


VACANCY FOR A COMMERCIAL 


OFFICER 

The Commercial Section of the British Embassy requires 
a Commercial Officer to help promole British trading & 
commercial interests in Jordan. The job will involve: 

• identilying commercial opportunities lor British 
companies 

• making initiative visits to Jordanian companies 

■ supplying market information regularly to companies 
and organisations in the UK 

• organising and participating in commercial events 

■ briefing business visitors 

The successful candidate will be confident, educated 
university degree standard, fluent in Arabic & English, 
have a high standard of written English, and be computer 
literate. He/she will be able to demonstrate a good 
knowledge of business in Jordan, an ability to cultivate 
business contacts at senior level and have a good 
appreciation of international trade matters. There is 
i regular work outside of normal office hours, travel within 
Jordan and more occasionally lo other countries in the 
Middle East and to the UK. Car ownership is desirable (an 
allowance is payable). 




THE CONVENIENT 
FAMULI STORE 


B at Quality / Sat Prices / Free Delivery 




The Commercial Secretary 
The British Embassy 
P.O. Box 6062 
Abdoun — Amman 


Candidates chosen for interview will be provided with a 
more detailed job description. 


| Enjoy The Best 

\ - Fresh Scottish Smoked Salmon 

| -.German Cold Cuts 

- Italian Moruuiellas 
1 - French Cheese Pate 

| etc. .etc. .etc 
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i SHOP ST PHONE AT THE 

i LEADING FOOD EMPORIUM 
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Graigellachie 


Tel : 625140 / 623427/640900 
Jabal Iscveibdeb - AUnrwous Circle 
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Human rights practices 
in Iran criticised by U.N. 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
The UJN. General Assembly 
on Friday called on Irao to 
stop executions far non-vio- 
lent crimes and establish 
human rights for women and 
minority religions such as the 
Baha’is. 

The vote was 74 to 32 with 
56 nations abstaining on a res- 
olution sponsored mainly by 
Western nations in the 185- 
member assembly. 

The resolution expressed 
concern at die “laige and 
increasing number of execu- 
tions’* as well as cases of “tor- 
ture. degrading treatment or 
punishment," including the 
stoning of women and ampu- 
tations. 

It endorsed a report from 
special investigator Maurice 
Danby Cophhome, a 
Canadian, who said human 
rights improvements in Iran 
over the past year were imper- 
ceptible. 

Mr. Copithome's October 
report said executions doubled 
from 1995 to 1996 but he gave 


no figures, in 1997, he said 
137 people were executed 
between January and 
September, an indication the 
rale may double in 1997 also. 

President Mohammad 
Khatami's election last May 
has been viewed as a mandate 
to ease social restrictions 
imposed by his predecessors 
and Mr. Cophhome {raised 
his public speeches. 

But he said so for the pace of 
change has been “so modest 
as to represent little substan- 
tive improvement” 

UJM. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, attending this 
week's Islamic summit in 
Tehran, also praised President 
Khatami as “a man who 
believes in the rule of law and 
popular sovereignly.” 

But at his press conference, 
he disputed clairiiS that human 
rights were a Western concept, 
saying “Doesn’t the Iranian 
mother or the African mother 
cry when their son or daughter 
is tortured?” 


Iranian militants attack cinema 


TEHRAN (AP) — Militants 
beat up people coining out a 
movie theatre that showed a 
film depicting characters 
drinking alcohol and singing 
a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

The Salam daily said 50 
members of the Partisans of 
the Party of God tore down 
posters outside the Qods cine- 
ma in the central Iranian city 
of Isfahan last Sunday. 

The film, “Snowman.” has 
been a hit in Islamic Iran but 
conservative hardliners argue 
it violates Muslim norms. 

Drinking alcohol is forbid- 
den in Islam and banned in 
Iran. The characters of the film 
also broke into songs that 
were popular before the 1979 
Islamic revolution but are now 
considered corrupt. 

The Partisans of God is a 
hardline activist group that 


often takes the law into its 
hands. It was not dear if the 
activists who attacked the cin- 
ema in Isfahan were arrested 
nor was it clear why the inci- 
dent was not reported earlier. 

The film has been showing 
in 18 theatres in the capital 
Tehran alone for more than 
two weeks. Tickets at the 
Asr'e Jadid Cinema in Tehran 
were sold out for four days. 

“The Snowman" is the story 
of an Iranian man who goes to 
Turkey to try to get a U.S. 
visa, but foils in love with an 
Iranian woman who wants to 
return home. In the end they 
both return to Iran. 

The film had to wait for 
more than two years before it 
was allowed to be screened ft 
only got approval after the rel- 
atively moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami took 
office in August 


U.S. envoy sees progress on West Bank 
troop withdrawal; to visit Jordan today 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk met Samiday 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, saying the 
United States saw progress 
towards resolving the issue of 
Israeli troop withdrawals. 

Mr. Indyk held two hours of 
talks with President Arafat in 
his Gaza City office in a mis- 
sion aimed at paving the way 
for meetings next week 
between his boss, Madeleine 
Albright, and Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Indyk said afterwards he 
would meet Sunday evening 
with Mr. Netanyahu after a 
visit to Amman in the morn- 
ing 

“The United States remains 
very committed to moving this 
process ahead as quickly as 
possible, so that we can 
achieve an agreement and start 
the final status talks as soon as 
possible,” Mr. Indyk told jour- 
nalists. 

“Albright feels that this 
process is now moving for- 
wards there is some progress 
being made. There is still a lot 
of had work to be done," he 
said. 

Ms. Albright is to hold her 
second round of talks with 
President Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu in 10 days on 
Thursday in Europe in a bid to 
win an agreement on a 


promised Israeli troop pull- 
back from parts of the West 
Bank. 

She is expected to press Mr. 
Netanyahu to present a full 
plan for the withdrawals in 
order to allow the two sides to 
enter long-delayed negotia- 
tions for a final peace treaty 
and break the nine-month 
deadlock in the peace process. 

In late November, Mr. 
Netanyahu's ministers agreed 
in principle to conduct a with- 
drawal, but since then they 
have been unable to agree on 
an amount of land which will 
satisfy the U.S-, the 
Palestinians, and hardliners in 
the Israeli government 
opposed to a large handover. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) slammed the 
Israeli government for its two- 
week internal debate over the 
troop withdrawal, saying none 
of die proposals floated so far 
by Mr. Netanyahu’s ministers 
meet Palestinian expectations. 

“What is coming out of the 
Israeli government does not 
show any commitment to the 
peace process or the signed 
agreements,” said a statement 
issued after President Arafat 
met with his cabinet and PLO 
leadership in Gaza Friday 
evening. 

“It shows intentions id rea- 
der the redeployments mean- 
ingless and to get rid of die 
interim peace accords. Our 


position is one of strict adher- 
ence to the Oslo accords both 
in letter and spirit,” it said. 

The Oslo interim peace 
accords commit Israel to con- 
duct three stages of troop with- 
drawals by mid- 1 998, which 
the Palestinians say should 
eventually put 90 per cent of 

the West Bank under their con- 
trol. 

Mr. Netanyahu ‘s proposals 
would combine the first two 
phases of the withdrawal, 
which were due earlier this 
year but never occurred, but 
require the Palestinians to 
forgo the third phase and enter 
immediately into negotiations 
over a final peace treaty. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also said 
he would not allow the rede- 
ployment until after a five- 
month test period, during 
which the Palestinians must 
show a stiffer crackdown 
against anti-Israeli activists, a 
condition the Palestinians have 
rejected. 

Israeli press reports have 
said the proposals considered 
by Israeli ministers so for 
would put six to eight per cent 
more of the West Bank under 
control of the PNA. 

The Israeli cabinet is to meet 
Sunday to consider withdraw- 
al plans, and Foreign Minister 
David Levy has pressed for 
(hem to co nfirm a plan before 
Mr. Netanyahu's talks with 
Ms. Albright on Thursday. 
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Palestinian President Yasser Arafat leaves after a 
meeting with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indek after they had finished their meeting 
at Mr. Arafat's office in the Gaza Strip Saturday 
(Reuters photo) 

EU leaders look to Middle East peace process 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — European Union leaders on 
Saturday expressed concern at the lack of progress in the 
Middle East peace process and pledged to reinforce the 
EU’s role in the region, in draft conclusions to a two-day 
summit A British Foreign Office spokesman added that 
when Britain takes over the rotating EU presidency from 
Luxembourg next year, advancing the Middle East peace 
process would be “a top priority.” 

“We are well-placed to talk to the Americans and with 
the countries in the region to try to give a boost to the peace 
process," he said. A draft text being debated Saturday on 
the final day of a two-day EU summit reiterated earlier 
c alls for peace in the Middle East and “urged all the parties 
to honour their commitments under existing agreements." 


EU offers Turkey 
place in conference 


Palestinians to seek $4.5 billion 
from donors at Paris conference 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
European Union leaders 
agreed Saturday to offer 
Turkey a place in a pan- 
European Conference to be 
set up next March in a bid to 
defuse the Turks' anger at 
being excluded from the 
bloc’s enlargement plans. 

The move, which had been 
in doubt because of reserva- 
tions from Greece, comes 
despite growing signs that 
Turkey will refuse to take up 
theoffen 

The conference will be 
launched on March 12. just 
three weeks before the EU is 
due to start formal accession 
negotiations with five central 
European states and Cyprus. 

Turkey has told the EU that 
it does not consider member- 
ship of the new conference as 
going far enough in recogni- 
tion of its ambition of joining 
foe Union. 

The EU has insisted it is 
unrealistic for Turkey to 
expect to be invited to negoti- 
ations in the short term but 
has not ruled out membership 
in the longer term. 

In foe conclusions to a two- 
day summit here, the bloc’s 
leaders declared Turkey “eli- 
gible'' for membership and 
pledged that its candidacy 
would be treated according to 
foe same criteria as every 
other applicant country. 

If Ankara changes its mind 
and decides to participate in 
the conference, it will have to 
first make a statement that it 
is prepared to submit its vari- 
ous disputes with Greece to 
the jurisdiction of the 


International Court of Justice 
in The Hague. 

The EU summit conclu- 
sions also stated that coun- 
tries which are members of 
the conference must commit 
themselves to good neigh- 
bourliness, respect for other 
countries’ sovereignty and foe 
peaceful settlement of dis- 
putes. 

Behind this diplomatic lan- 
guage lies another EU condi- 
tion of Turkey being included 
in foe conference: the with- 
drawal of its threat to annex 
foe occupied northern pan of 
Cyprus if it is excluded from 
foe enlargement process. 

The prospects of Turkey 
agreeing to these kind of con- 
ditions appears to have reced- 
ed with the deterioration of 
foe atmosphere in its contacts 
with foe EU over foe last 
week. 

This was underlined on 
Saturday when foe speaker of 
the Turkish parliament 
warned foal deputies could 
refuse to ratify NATO’s inte- 
gration of foe Czech 
Republic. Hungary and 
Poland in retaliation for the 
perceived EU snub. 

If Turkey is excluded from 
the EU's enlargement 
process, “it will be very diffi- 
cult for the Turkish parlia- 
ment to ratify the inclusion of 
new members into NATO." 
the speaker Hikmet Cetin 
said. 

He added: “If Turkey is not 
granted a candidate status, foe 
freezing of political ties with 
foe EU for some time would 
be inevitable.” 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinians are to seek 
some $4.5 billion in aid and 
ask foe world community to 
stick by them by pledging 
support for another five 
years, at a conference of 
donor nations in Paris on 
Sunday. 

The Palestinian delegation 
to the two-day conference is 
to submit a three-year plan 
for development, requiring 
$3.5 billion in aid, said 
Walid Siyam, a general 
director in the Palestinian 
planning ministry. 

In addition, they will ask 
donor nations to pay up 
more than $1 billion 
pledged over foe past three 
years but which has never 
been paid to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
Mr. Siyam told AFP on 
Saturday. 

International cooperation 
minister Nabil Shaath and 
finance minister 

Mohammad Nashashibi are 
heading the Palestinian del- 
egation to the Paris meeting 
which groups the Uni led 
States, the European Union. 
Japan and Canada along 
with other donor nations. 

The Palestinians will also 
ask donors to extend their 
support for the self-rule 
authority’s development 
plans unril 2002. saying the 
stalemate in foe peace 
process with Israel has pre- 
vented them from imple- 
menting their plans as 
scheduled over the past five 
years. 

‘The donor program was 
supposed to last five years 


beyond foe signing of the 
first Oslo agreements [in 
1993J. But we are asking foe 
donor nations lo extend their 
support for another five 
years,” Mr. Siyam said. 

“The barriers in the peace 
process and Israel's failure 
to stick by its commitments 
to us have made it impossi- 
ble for us to build our pro- 
jects on schedule.” he said. 

Mr. Siyam pointed to 
LsraeFs failure to allow the 
opening of Palestinian air 
and seaports in foe Gaza 
Strip or the creation of a 
land-link for Palestinians 
between foe West Bank and 
Gaza, all projects consid- 
ered central to building foe 
Palestinian economy. 

Frequent Israeli closures 
of foe occupied territories 
since 1 993 have also held up 
materials needed for pro- 
jects. 

“We have created plans 
over foe past five years, but 
much of it has been left 
undone. We have clinics that 
were never built, infrastruc- 
ture that was never finished. 
Wc need another five years 
of support to do the actual 
building,” he said. 

Israel committed to the 
opening air and seaports and 
safe passages in interim 
peace accords with foe 
Palestinians, but months of 
negotiations have so far 
failed to win their imple- 
mentation. 

The 1998-2000 plan to be 
submitted in Paris — the 
first ever three-year plan by 
the Palestinians who have in 
the past put forward year- 


by-year projects — seeks 
about SI. 2 billion each year 
from donor nations. 

It details projects in fouT 
areas: infrastructure, devel- 
opment of foe authority’s 
institution, including securi- 
ty forces, health and social 
development, and improv- 
ing economic productivity. 

Mr. Siyam said foe 
Palestinians were presenting 
“a clear plan in hopes of get' 
ting dear commitments to 
foe projects, 

“In the past some donor 
nations have failed to pay 
their full pledges, some- 
times because of their own 
financial difficulties, bur 
sometimes because they 
change their mind and 
decide they don't like a par- 
ticular project. 

“These projects clearly 
outline our needs and the 
needs of Palestinian non- 
governmental organisations 
for the next three years.” he 
said. 

Donor countries pledged 
in 1994 to give $2.4 billion 
in aid over five years to help 
die Palestinian economy 
take olT. but so far only 
$900 million has been paid. 
Mr. Siyam said. 

The Palestinians will seek 
die remainder of that pledge 
in addition to the S3.5 bil- 
lion for the three-year plan. 

Mr. Shaath has said he will 
.also ask the conference to 
commit to holding a summit 
of foreign ministers from 
foe donor nations in 
Washington next October to 
give a new push to the donor 
program. 


American showdown with Netanyahu looms over West Bank future 


By Barry Schweid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
pressure on Israel could inten- 
sify if Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu rejects 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s demand that 
America’s closest Mideast ally 
cede a larger chunk of foe West 
Bank to the Palestinians. 

The biggest dub Ms. 
Albright could wield would be 
declaring U.S. support for a 


Palestinian state. Many Israelis 
already think foe land-for- 
peace process will lead to 
statehood for foe Palestinian 
National Authority' (PNA). 

Administration officials said 
Thursday chat was not Ms. 
Albright’s intention. But foe 
denials were phrased in ways 
that do not exclude a strong but 
general affiimation of U.S. 
support for Palestinian aspira- 
tions. 

The United States also could 
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put pressure on Israel by 
demanding foot it carry out its 
commitment to three more 
withdrawals on the West Bank 
by mid- 1 998. 

Conversely. if Mr. 
Netanyahu came through with 
a promised pullout somewhere 
between foe 6 per cent to 10 
per cent floated by Israel and 
foe minimum of 30 per cent 
de mand ed by Palestinian 
Presidenr Yasser Arafat, fur- 
ther withdrawals could be put 
off. 

But foot would depend on 
the Palestinians agreeing lo get 
started quickly on negotiations 
fora final settlement, adminis- 
tration officials said. 

The American pressure tac- 
tics so far have been subtle. 
President Bill Clinton, for 
instance, did not invite Me 
Netanyahu to foe White House 
last month, when the prime 
minister was in the U.S. The 
absence of an invitation was 
perceived by Israel as a snub 
and was not lost on Mr. 
Netanyahu’s foes. 

Similarly, foe prime minister 


thought Mr. Clinton would 
extend an invitation for a visit 
in early December, but that did 
not materialise either. 

Instead, Ms. Albright has 
held two rounds of separate 
talks with Mr. Netanyahu and 
President Arafat in Europe and 
plans a third round next week 
— with the Israeli premiere in 
Paris and with President Arafat 
in Geneva. 

Administration officials, 
speaking on condition they 
would not be identified, said 
Ms. Albright has not set any 
deadline for Israel to announce 
a withdrawal. 

The officials said U.S. 
demands are being made on 
foe Palestinians as well most- 
ly in foe area of taking tougher 
precautions against terrorism. 

President Arafat has played il 
cool. In Geneva last Saturday, 
after meeting with Ms. 
AlbrighL he said almost apolo- 
getically he was not “asking 
for anything more than is in the 
agreements between us and foe 
Israelis.” 

The 1993 and 1995 Oslo 


accords leave it to Israel to 
decide how much land lo 
yield. 

Administration officials say 
there is not any connection 
between foe administration’s 
handling of the Israel i- 
Palestinian dispute and foe 
ongoing dispute with Iraq over 
U.N. weapons inspections. 

Indeed. Ms. Albright warned 
that “time is petering out" for a 
Mideast settlement weeks 
before the Iraqi inspection 
issue came to a boil. 

Still, pressure on Israel is 
appreciated in Arab circles 
where the Clinton administra- 
tion found scam support for its 
campaign against Saddam 
Hussein. 

Mr. Netanyahu plans to 
bring maps to Paris, mostly to 
highlight Israel’s security con- 
cerns. He has emphasised the 
“gravity” of the withdrawal 
issue, and its impact on future 
generations of Israelis. 

At this stage, diplomatic 
sources said, he does not 
intend to offer Ms. Albright 
any “percentages'' of the West 


Bank that Israeli troops would 
relinquish to the PNA. which 
is in full or partial control nf 27 
per cent of the lerriioiy. 

Thai could change as Mr. 
Netanyahu and his ministers 
confer before the Paris meet- 
ing with Ms. AlbrighL But he 
sounded dug-in this week, say- 
ing in EilaL Israel, that “no 
external pressures, no external 
dictates will work — not in 
determining the timetable, the 
substance of foe discussions. 

nor foe results.” 

Mr. Netanyahu gave on even 
stronger message last week lo 
tiic Europeans, some of whom 
have taken Israel to task. 
Pressure, foe prime minister 
said, would be counterproduc- 
tive. 

In some pro- Israel quarters, 
anxiety Is intense. 

Thursdays Washington 
Times earned a full-page- 
advertisement headed “The 
Albrighl- Indyk war against 
Israel,” referring to Marlin 
Indyk, the former White 
House official and U.S. 
ambassador lo Israel who Is 


now foe assistant 'secretary of 
state for the Near East. 

“The 80 per cent of 
American Jews who supported 
and voted for Bill Clinton are 
now finding they may have 
voted for the preferred' candi- 
dates of the PLO/Hamus and 
the .Arabs” read foe ad placed 
by a group called the 
Committee for the 
Preservation of foe Lund of 
Israel. 

Mr. Indyk was in be in the 
Middle East today lo meet 
wifo leaders of Israel. Jordan. 
Syria and Lebanon, a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

New to the job. Mr. lndvk is 
making a .series of visits to 
countries covered by his state 
department bureau. 

The stop in Damascus was 
bound w raise speculation that 
peacemaking could be revived 
by the U.S. on that front. But 
foe official, who demanded 
progress 

depended on making headway 
fira between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 



British Queen 
and PM sued 
for ‘plotting 
with the devil' 

CAIRO (AFP) — ^ 
Egyptian court decided to 
postpone its decision in an 
action against Queen 
Elizabeth D and British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
over the death of Princess 
Diana, a court official said. 
The court decided to wah 
unril late January before issu- 
ing a ruling on whether the 
case launched by an Egyptian 
lawyer was admissible under 
Egyptian law. In his suit, the 
plaintiff. Nabih Wahsh. is 
seeking damages of 
$170,000 against the queen 
and the British prime minis- 
ter for “plotting with the 
devil” to kill Princess Diana 
because she was in love with ■ 
a Muslim. 

Qadhafi’s son takes , 
pet tigers to Vienna 

VIENNA ( AFP) — When he 
packed his bags to head off to 
college in Vienna, Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi's 
son knew he just couldn't 
leave his two pel tigers 
behind. So be did the ob\'ious 
thing — finding them a home 
in the Austrian capital too. fa 
an interview wifo the weekly 
News. Qadhafi’s son Saif, 25. 
explained how his two tigers 
are temporarily housed in a 
Viennese zoo. "They have 
grown up with me,” Saif told 
the News. “I didn't warn w 
be without them, so I found 
them a little place in Vienna. 

I go to foe Schonbniiio zoo 
every two days, I feed them 
and stroke them,” explained 
Saif, adding '‘they are my lit- 
tle cats.” 

Mother Teresa 
said to sell jewels— 
Italian ex-PM’s wife 

ROME (AFP) — Maria Ra 
Fanfani, the wife of former 
Italian premier Amintore 
Fanfani, has auctioned off her 
jewels on advice by Mother 
Teresa, raising $350,000 for 
her charity "Tnsieme per b 
pace" (Together for Peace;. 
Fanfani told the weekly Oca 
that she had worked for good 
causes since 1949. but it had 
never occurred to her to sdl 
her jewellery until she ms 
Mother Teresa in Rome tw 
years ago. The nun told her 
“Stop only pretending to* 
you are doing something fa 
foe poor. I can see dial y«* 
are wearing jewellery ito 1 
must have cost a great tfci' 
Set an example and sell them 
Think how many needy peo- 
ple you could make happy 

Jagger became 
father again 

LONDON (AFP) — \toeran 
rocker Mick Jagger. 54 
became a father for the sixth 
time after his wife Jerry Hall 
gave birth lo a baby boy in 
London, sources close to the 
couple said. Gabriel 
Beauregard Jagger. 
weighed in at 3.6 Kg. k *■’ 
couple’s fourth child HaU- 
4 1 , and the baby were dnw-? 
fine, said foe rocker’s spokes- 
woman Fran Curtis in 
York. Jagger “is clearly 
excited.” Curtis said ‘'TfeJ 
both are.” 

Virtual 

memorials — a wav 
to grieve on the net 

TORONTO — Instead^ 

grieving over faded 
tographs or weathered tom 

stones, Intemet-surfi^ 
mourners can now 
around their cornp^ 
screens and download a* 1 ®' 
ones of departed loved ^ 

A Toronto fiineral 
company has design^ 
memorial site on the 
where for $116. 
can be dieitally preserve- . 
lot of families will 
body cremated and they ^ 
scatter foe ashes over 
or by a cottage, so there ■ s 
memorial for people to 5° 

We thought foe website 
good idea because it’s 
all foe time,” said 
McCann, owner 
foe company that devised 
idea. 




